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TimeWell Spent
Now from Maranatha! Music-a sparkling collection of new and beloved
praise songs performed by the Maranatha! Men's Chorts. Move Into His
Presence is a unique collection of worship songs expressed through
the dynamic dimension of male voices. \flho else but
Maranatha! Music - pioneers in contemporary
praise music - could offer this timeless
classic? Move Into His Presence on
Maranatha! Music records and cassettes.
h's time well spent!
O 1985 MAMNATHA!MUSTC
DISTRIBUTED BY VORD, INC,
Maranatha! Music
A Nu,t SongF*AUAg"a
1i;;if,rlr
It you would like to help briag nore praise worship nusic into your church, plcx writc to Mtzn.th.! Muric, P.O. Box 1395, Cost. M6a, Ca. 92628
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"Dlurrayo o o has finatly
and unansuerabfu
demolished boththg
moral and the
pracdcal claims of
the welfare statd
-GEORGE GILDER, The American Spectator
This breskthrough book is making conserustiues purr and liberals squirm . . .
"Murray's book, relentlessly logical and well-documented,
should convince any serious reader that it must at least be
squarely faced....The heart of the book, the best and most
devastating part, is a long compilation of data meant to prove
that the poor have done worse as government programs aimed
at them have flowered. It is especially uncomfortable reading
because the case is made by comparing blacks to whites.. . . No
doubt that racists will love Murray's book. So what? When
millions of people are suffering, it seems irresponsible for the left
to expend its intellectual energies on these blame-shifting exer-
cises.. . . his is a vision that coheres, as the left's on this subiect
doesn't any more. . . . This is the problem that liberals must ad-
dress; Murray's book in effect throws down the gauntlet to
them. The standard responses (most of which Murray neatly
sets up and demolishes) won't do, because they don't offer real
hope of a solution."-New Republic
"lrrefutable."-John Chamberlain, syndicated column
"Without bile and without rhetoric, it lays out a stark truth that
must be faced."-Bwiness Week
"Devastating. 
. . . Those who already believe welfare is a poverty
trap that undermines independence. ambition, and upward
mobility will find Charles Murray's new book a powerful and
well-documented aff irmation of that belief ." - National Reuieu:
l{ow the Glub Works
Every 4 week (13 tima a year) you get a fiee copy of the Club Bulletin, which ollen you
the l.'eaturd Selectron plus a gmd choirx 0f Altemates - a.ll of interat to conservativs.
* ll you want the !'eaturd Selation, do notiing. It will come automatically. * lf you
don't want the Featurod Sbla:tion or you do want an Altemate, indicate your wisha on the
lrandy card enclosod with your tsulletin and retum it by the deadline date. * The majority
Club books will be ofiered at 2lI50Vo dismunts, plus a charge fbr shipping and tnndling.
As soon as you buy and pay for 3 books at regular Club prics, your membenhip may
ended at any time, either by you or by tlre Club. * lf you wer receive a F'eaturd $lec.
without having had l0 days to decide if you want it, you may retum it at Club expense
lirll crdit. * Cood servia. No computers! * The Club will oller rqular Super-
bargains, mostly at'lF{)trlo discounts plus shipping and handling. Suprbargains do NOT
toward ffilling your Club obligation, but do enable you t0 buy fine books at give-
prices. * Only one membenhip er household.
"A great book. Others have recently made the same argument.
. . . But Charles Murray's version . . . is particularly convincing.
He writes with flait but his tone is steadfastly nonpartisan; he
marshals an immense amount of data . . . but never loses the
reader in numbers; and he never ventures a conclusion for
which he has not laid the most elaborate and convincing
groundwork. . . . By the time Mr. Murray gets around to conclu-
sions, even devotedly non-Reaganite yuppies will be ready to
agree. . . James Coleman, the University of Chicago sociologist,
is quoted on the dust jacket . . . as saying'future discussions of
social policy cannot proceed without taking the arguments and
evidence of this book into account.' Dust-iacket puffery is
notorious, but in this case the compliment is, if anything,
restrained. Mr. Murray's book is so well wrought that it is likely
to dominate those discussions well into the1980s." -Wall Street
loumal
"Murray unabashedly asserts that slashing social spending is the
greatest favor the Govemment can bestow upon the poor.. . .
Conservatives have made that argument before, but no one has
documented it as thoroughly as Murray does."-Time
ImporhntforChistians
Is welfarism the way to help the poor? The National
Council of Churches and the Catholic bishops think
so. This book leaves them with only their biases.
15 Oakland Avenue o Harrison, NY 10528
Please accept my membership in the Club and send me, free and
postpaid, Charles Murray's $23.95 volume, Losing Ground. I
agree to buy 3 additional books at regula-r Club prices over the
next 18 months. I also agree to the Club rules spelled out in this
coupon.
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I
I
rl
I
I
I
I
I
I
tiiBOOK CU'B
F J  -  2 8
I  ue t
I tion 
I lor hr
I rgut
| ;i:l
L - -
ot r
* A
b  r
 v
b
qJa'
coun
away City State-Zo-
Fundamentalist
) vol 4/NO 9
In "Widow-The Lost Nome Anybody
Wonts." lrene Lorson writes from her
heort how God "relieveth the
widow" ond estoblishes her borders,
5l Preoching & Posloring
Bill ond Deboroh Dovis tell of their
former life os members of the
Children of God ond how they
hove found newness of life in
Christ,
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Whot do the people reolly wont?
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"South Africo-The Untold Story"
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AIDS: Looking for the Cure
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Perspeclive
The Cultic Mentolity
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Shlmel's Dust
Religious fanaticism knows no
bounds!
The other day I picked up a book
filled with verses proving beyond all
doubt that Christ would return in 1981.
I got it for 10 cents in a used book-
store! I also got a 25-cent bargain on
the coming financial crisis that will
plunge the world into economic disas-
ter by 1983. It came with a clip-out
coupon for a year's supply of survival
food.
Later that day I received a letter in
the mail with a handwritten message
scrawled on a napkin promising me
health and blessings if I put it over my
face while I slept. I nearly choked to
death from inhaling it during the
night! When I called the toll-free
number to complain, the telephone
counselor told me to send $25 for a
new napkin to cure me of chokingl
I turned on the television for some
relief and I saw a lady testifying of how
her dog had been healed from rabies
and fleas. On another station someone
was telling about a vision he had-an
angel told him to start a coffee house
in Miami. Another guy was trying to
explain the spiritual blessings and
lessons he learned from his second
divorce.
By then I'd had it. Unable to get to
sleep I picked up the Bible and read the
most unusual words: "For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of God"
(Eph. 2:8).
Shimei
Tend to disagree...
I read with interest the article by
Dr. Ronald Nash on "Biblical Ethics
and Economic & Political Freedom"
(July/August).
Dr. Nash's statement that libera-
tion theologians misinterpret and mis-
use the Bible to support their political
and economic beliefs and read the
Bible through Marxist spectacles is un-
doubtedly correct. But let us be re-
minded that each of us reads the Bible
through his own capitalistic spec-
tacles, a difficulty not confined to
Marxists. Perhaps this is why the Bible
says we see through a glass darkly.
A further observation is that while
Dr. Nash decries the growth of humani-
tarian statism, he implies that some-
how, by allowing man's greed to run
its course, the poor will be helped.
My experience, at least, would tend to
disagree.
History's heartbeat is pounding . . .
Can you feel it?
Do you hear it echoing life-and-
death lessons from the past?
Yet some refuee to listen.
$
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I would contend that as Christians
we do have a social responsibility to
help the poor, and since we have largely
ignored that responsibility, we should
not become too upset when the state
fills the gap. Until Capitalism can prove
a compassion for the poor in keeping
with biblical ethics, the Socialist alter-
native will continue to attract a large
following,
J. Michael Balyo
Western Baptist College
Salem, Oregon
My husband has been an associate
pastor for the better part of 15 years.
He has had a happy and successful
ministry in a church where he is given
liberty to do the job God called him to
do-assist the pastor in carrying out
the programs of the church in areas of
ministry suited to his special abilities.
Associates are not second-class
preachers who can't make the grade as
pastors. They are special, gifted people.
Barbara Bryant
Clarksville. Arkansas
Refreshing. . .
Thank you for your insightful article
in the July/August issue regarding the
relationship between the pastor and
his associate. A comment about minis-
ters who devote their lives to the associ-
ate position was especially refreshing.
I believe that God calls men into spe-
cial areas of ministry and that the
associate pastor's ministry can be one
of those areas.
Superb articles.. .
I just want to tell you how much I
have appreciated receiving the Funda-
mentalist Journal. I have found the
articles to be superb.
Thank you for making the Funda-
mentalis t J ournal available.
Frederick H. Bunts, Pastor
Decatur Baptist Church
Decatur, Indiana
"I am hapW to rcnm.
mend Mtrh to chwrhes,
Wutlr gtvittps, eaqngelis-
tic unrh, and in what-
eaq extended
frelds the Lord
mcyfuplwd
to tly' him."
-John W. Rawlings
Landmarh Baptist
Cincinnati, Ohio
PASTORS and YOUTH PASTORS
send for your FREE copy of Mark
Lowry's latest cassette, MARK
LOWRY tM. It was recorded in
Akron, Ohio, before 2000 teenagers
at a youth crusade. It's exciting, and
it's yours just for the asking!
Church-
! Youth Pastor
MORGAN & ASSOCIATES
P. O. Box 4046
Lynchburg, VA 24502
804-239-3r73
8 DAYS/JORDAN - ISRAEL
(from NEW YORK)
Available to any Minister:
Pastors. Educators,
Extensions auailable:
PETRA $59. EGYPT $195.
ATHENS/CORINTH $120.
(plus applicable airstop charges,
if any). Operates year round on
Space Available Basis (Seasonal
Price Increase - March I to
November 14). Spouse $100.
additional.
Eam port or all of the tour bg inuiting others to trauel with you for only $959.
rgLlA\p5tlif rbuf(s, iNC.
14631 Cave Creek Road, Phoenix, AZ 85022
Phone (602) 867-8001 (tuizona)
CANADA: 800-824-6605
Deeply impressed. ..
I was a minister of the gospel for
about 65 years, 45 of them in mis-
sionary work in China and the islands
of the Pacific. Your July/August issue
has helped me a great deal, especially
"Early Will I Seek His Face," "The
Peril of Prayerlessness," and- the
articles by and about Charles E. Fuller.
I never met him, but I heard him when
I was on furlough.
I was so deeply impressed with
these articles that I felt I should say a
word of encouragement, for I know
you have much that presses in the
other direction. Thank you and God
bless you all.
Roy J. Birkey
Pasadena, California
Good reading.. .
"Marxism on the Campus" (July/
August) was good reading. Professor
Van Til confirmed some hunches many
have had about the subtle deriva-
tives of Marxism and the philosophy of
Marx and his disciples. Homer Blass's
work also helped readers gain some
perspective on the ideology.
The reflection in the teacher's
glasses was masterful photography.
Michael R. Smith
South Mountain, Pennsylvania
The article on "Senior Saints, loved
or Lonely" (July/August)was well writ-
ten. It is my conviction that the evan-
gelical church has a great opportunity
to reach out to the senior adult com-
munity with the gospel. If the church
doesn't provide for and make the
senior adult community welcome, we
will have lost an opportunity to min-
ister to this growing segment of our
society.
George Lampman, Jr.
Fort Wayne, Indiana
We welcome your comments and
will include them in You Sald It as
space permits-subiect to condensation
at the discretion of the editorial staff.
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by Don Marsh and Phil & Lynne Brower
Beautifully presents songs and words
of praise so that people may join their
hearts and voices to bless Him. Here is
a unique invitation for both choir and
congregation to worship in music - to
rejoice in ENDLESS PRAISE!
"l felt like lwas in the Lord's presence."
- JERRY WILLIAMS, Harvest
Voicing: SATB Difficulty: Medium
Performance Time: 45 minutes
4T22ChoralBook
All regular companion products avalable
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A Musical Expression ofColled To
TheMini.stry
Study Off,Campus and
Earn A Degree!
o Bethany allows you to remain in your
present minist ry whi le earning your
oegree.
. Bethany offers quality education, is
fundamental and Baptist in doctrine.
. C)ne may earn either the ASSOCIATE,
BACHELOR, MASTER or DOCIOR{TE
degree through the Off-Campus
Program.
o Resident classes are available at the
Dothan Campus-tu i t ion at  a minimum.
o Credir is given for previous college
work and life experience.
Write or Callfor Free Information
BETHANY THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY AND BIBLE COLLEGE
PO. Box 1944
Dothan, Alabama 3630_2
(205) 793-3189
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CHRISTIANS Messoges by
Dr. Dovid JeremiohHAil/E 4
Dr Jeremioh gives you understondoble Bib-
licol olternotives to stress, o problem thot is
common to ollof us. These six messoges
hove been proyerfully prepored to give you
significont ruths on this timely subject.
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. Sfiese bgtns ln lfte Heail
. Managtng Shess through Pwyer
, fhlnk Your Way Out of Sfiess
. Alf $lrcssed Up and lUowhere lo Oo
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I Peter 2:2
For Growing Christians"
Start Right NowWith...
ANY SBOOKS
-FORONLY 99+
Plus This FREE Joining Gift >
ARE YOU A WELL READ CHRISTIAN? Are you stitt activety
growing in your faith? What if you could increase your Christian
growth...and start right now for just 990 !
The Christian Bookshelf has put together agroup of experienced
authors and editors to review all the new books in the Christian
field. Only those which meet the highest ethical and moral stan-
dards will be considered forthe Club.
No matter what your current stage of spiritual growth, these books
will serve to uplift and inspire while they educate and entertain.
Here are all the best titles by todays finest evangelical writers.
Each selection has been specially chosen for Christians actively
searching for Gods answers in their lives.
NO OTHER BOOK CLUB OFFERS GREATER SAVINGS. Mem-
bers of the Christian Bookshelf enjoy discounts up to 40%! Each
month you'll receive an informative "Preview" of the Current Selec-
tion and Alternate Book Choices. Accept only those books you
really want-any 4 Member Selections will fulfull your membership
requirements. There is no further obligation on your patt.
Get started today by choosing any 3 Joining Books shown here.
Send in the attached response card and we'll send vour Joinino
The World of the Neu, Testament
Drawing upon the latest knowledge of archaeologists,
historians, language specialists and theologians, this is
the fascinating story of the New Testament and the
environment in which it was written. Every student of the
Bible will find this handbook to be a pertect companion
for the study ot the New Testament.
Books and bill you only 99@ plus packaging/mailing. AND lF YOU
ACT DURING THIS SPECIAL OFFER-we'll also send you the
newly released book from Nelson Publishers, Ihe World of the
New Testament (described above)-FREE !
You'llenjoy "shopping" for new books in the comfort of your own
home. You'll also be eligible for our Bonus Book Plan after fulfill-
ing membership requirements. But most importantly, ou'll be
sharing the insights and encouragements of todays outstanding
Christian authors...and nourishing your spiritual growth.
SEND IN THE CARD TODAY!
-Offer Void Outside Continental U S.A.-
All appli€tions subjecl to rc@ptance by Christian Bmkshelf
lf card has been removed write to:
The CHRISTIAN BOOKSHELF
Oept. BV-FA-LF
PO. Box 282
Chappaqua, New York 10514
66'r&e-@-
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PRISCILLA ND AQUILA
Pub.at 913.95
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LORD OF THEog42
MAKING PEACE WITH
YOUR PAST
Pub.al  $9.95
AIDS
Looking for the Cure
by Edward Dobson
utside the American hospital
in Paris, a spokeswoman an-
V nounced, "Mr. Rock Hudson
has Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn-
drome." The event shocked the Amer-
ican public. The famous Hollywood
actor was immediately suspected
of possible association with the
homosexual community. We can no
longer ignore this health hazard or
dismiss it as a disease that will
somehow "go away."
According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control in Atlanta, as of July 22
there were 12,067 recorded cases of
AIDS and over half have died from the
disease. According to Newsweek, August
12,1985, "By this time next year there
could be 24,000 cases." The article
presented CDC statistics that said 73
percent of adults stricken by the dis-
ease have been homosexual or bisexual
men, 17 percent intravenous drug
users, I percent hemophiliacs and the
rest are people from all walks of life,
contaminated perhaps through blood
transfusions or through sexual contact
with infected prostitutes, addicts, and
others. The report shows that 148
children have been infected by AIDS.
AIDS is fatal. To date no one has re-
covered from the disease, and as yet
there is no cure. Dr. Ward Cates of the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control states,
"Anyone who has the least ability to
look into the future can already see the
potential for this disease being much
worse than anything mankind has seen
before" (Newsweek).
What Is AIDS?
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn-
drome, a virus, attacks the cells that
defend the body against infection,
leaving the victim unable to fight off
illness. The Newsweek article states,
"AIDS produces a rather broad range
of symptoms, with severe infections,
Kaposi's sarcoma and death as the
final result." Medical science has found
that the disease is transmitted through
14 Fundomentolist Journol
- - other innocent people are being affected.
While I would not, and could not, con-
clusively state that AIDS is the judgment
of God, it is clearly one of the terrible
consequences of a chosen lifestyle.
Is There a Cure?
While great progress has been made
in AIDS research in the last four vears.
there is still no medical cure. However,
some important preventative measures
can be taken. If the homosexual com-
munity would stop doing what they are
doing, they would stop getting what
they are getting. This may sound harsh
and simplistic-but it is the truth. In
fact, members of the gay community
are already restricting themselves, as
they replace the practices of free sex
and multiple partners with the new
"safe sex" philosophy. Further, local
authorities should shut down bath-
houses and similar establishments that
promote the uncontrolled spread of
the virus. This does not discriminate
against the civil rights of gays. To ig-
nore these incubators of AIDS is to
discriminate against the larger popula-
tion by promoting the spread of AIDS.
What Should Christlans Do?
We must all face the AIDS problem.
We cannot forget the tragedy of suffer-
ing and dying people. We can demon-
strate our concern over the AIDS
epidemic by praying for an immediate
and permanent cure, by pressuring the
government o increase the intensity of
its efforts to find a cure, and by giving
to research for a cure.
The Bible teaches that God loved
the world and sent Christ to die for all
our sins. We have an obligation to love
the gay community and point them to
Christ. At the same time, we are obli-
gated to warn people of the conse-
quences of a sinful lifestyle. To forget
that is to ignore biblical truth-and
reality. Failing to love is to be legalistic
and pharisaic. We must "speak the
t
t'TO, 
ootential for this
disease is much worse
than anything mankind
Itas seen before,"
-Dr. Ward Gates
Centers for Disease Control
the blood and other body fluids. In the
homosexual community transmission
is clearly through sexual contact.
Is It the Judgment of God?
Since the population most at risk
from AIDS-the gay community-is
practicing an antiscriptural lifestyle
that is a perversion of God's creative
intent, we naturally wonder if this
dreaded disease is a tangible demon-
stration of God's judgment against
their sin. The same Newsweek article
quoted former columnist Patrick J.
Buchanan as saying, "The poor homo-
sexuals. They have declared war on
nature, and now nature is exacting an
awful retribution."
We are not God. We carmot establish
a cause and effect equation. However,
several factors are clear. The Bible
shows that God has brought swift and
severe judgment upon the sin of homo-
sexuality. His judgment against Sodom
and Gomorrah testifies to the wrath of
a holy God. The consequences of His
wrath affected even those who did not
practice the sin. Lot's farnily, for exam-
ple, would have been destroyed with
the homosexual community if they had
not escaped in time. In like fashion
today, children, hemophiliacs, and
I
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truth in love."
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The Web of Deceit
by Bud McCord
lear rays of sunshine bathed
mv office as I sat readins Mat-
th.*'r account of our iord's
by the windowpane. He was on the out-
side and the spider was on the inside!
For over 15 minutes the spider
struggled to capture his prey. Finally, he
crawled away, looking more frustrated
Author Dr Walter Martin
is heard dailv on the
syn d ic a t e d rh dio prograrn,
"The Bible Ansner Man."
At your bookstore or by mail fram:
last days on earth. Lifting my eyes from
the words to meditate on their meaning,
I caught sight of a deadly drama un-
folding on my windowpane. An un-
suspecting ant was slowly walking
toward a lurking spider.
I resisted t}e instinct to interfere and
save the ant's life, fascinated with this
microcosm of the eternal struggle for
survival. I could almost feel the ipider's
excitement building as the ant continued
his walk toward certain death. Then, in
action and reaction so fast as to appear
simultaneous, the ant was suddenly
paralyzed by the sight of his dreaded
foe, and the spider seized his startled
prey in perfect execution of his prac'
ticed plot. I felt sadness for the tiny,
snuffedout life.
But wait! The ant was walking
away unhurt! Time after time the
spider attacked, but to no avail. That
ant, seemingly on the verge of death,
was safely separated from the spider
ll ffiTHANY HOT.JSE
\P PUtsLtSftEKS
6820 Auto Club Road,
Minneapolis, MN 55438(Mail orders add $1)
- t t
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to capture life's
happiness, madly
attempting to take
by force that wltlch is
beyond our reach.
than menacing, in search of
obliqing_victim.
The Lprd must see us in a
scenario. We struggle in vain to capture
life's happiness, madly attempting to
a more
similar
r
A )erry
Ealwelt
take by force that which is beyond our
reach. The Devil tantalizes us with vi-
sions of happiness on the outside of the
windowpane. We spend our energies
waiting, planning, working, and finally
pouncing upon our dreams, only to
watch them slip away.
How long can that spider survive if
he insists on hunting for food in a world
he cannot touch? Only time will tell, but
his end is certain.
Our Lord saw our seemingly endless
pursuit and had compassion on us. He
came from the other side and entered
our world. He gave His life while we
continued to pursue our own idea of
happiness. He made a bridge to eternal
peace for us. Now he invites us to reject
the Devil's illusions and turn to Him for
life and rest. If we would look on Jesusjust once, we would never be fooled
again by this world's windowpane.
I Bud McCord is a missionarv in
Brazil. He is associated with Baptist
Bible Fellowship Missions, Springfield,
Missouri.
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by Warren W. Wiersbe
he story of Jonah is simple
enough to excite a little child,
but profound enough to puz-
zle a theologian. If all you see is Jonah,
the story is simple. But when you real-
ize that God is the main character in
this drama, the story takes on depth.
For that matter, the story is rzot about
Jonah. It is about you and me and the
will of God.
Whenever a preacher uses the
phrase "the wil l of God," he elicits
various responses. To some people
"the will of God" is a mysterious thing
you "feel" at certain times, but you
really cannot get your hands on it.
Others hear "the will of God" and start
to react rather than respond, because
to them "the will of God" is somethins
dangerous, something to avoid. ForI
tunately, there are a few people who
realize that "the will of God" is not
mysterious or dangerous, but some-
thing very practical and delightful.
We can never really enjoy the Chris-
tian l ife and be of much use to God,
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putposes,
until we have settled our attitude
toward the will of God. Usins the four
chapters of the Book of Jo*nah as a
"spiritual inventory," let us answer
honestly four questions about the will
of God.
Am I afraid of the will of God?
Apparently Jonah was afraid of the
will of God, because he resigned his
position as a prophet and fled in the
opposite directionl He had no desire to
preach to the enemies of Israel; he
would have been huppy to see those
enemies destroyed. He was sure God
was making a mistake, and he wanted
no part of it.
Wt m God is not
permitted to rule, He
overrules, and so
accomplishes His
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How Does
rour
Version
of Jonah
End?
A surface reading ofJonah chapter I
gives you the impression that God was
trying to frighten Jonah. Certainly,
those Gentile mariners were fright-
ened. Yet all of these events-the
storm, the casting of lots, the big
fish-were planned by God, not to
frighten Jonah, but to prove to him
that he did not have to fear God's wil l.
God was teaching Jonah the lesson of
His providence, that no matter where
w-e may flee, God is there to take care
OI US.
Prcwidence is a word our forefathers
used quite often, though today we sel-
dom use it. It comes from two Latin
words meaning "to see beforehand."
Providence means that God not only
sees beforehand, but he plans before-
hand and carries out His plan. The first
chapter of Jonah makes it clear that
God is in control. He can hurl out a
storm or quiet the seas at will. In other
words, God is in control of everything.
Providence does not mean that man
is a prisoner. Jonah made decisions-
wrong decisions-yet God's provi-
dence was not thwarted in any way.
When God is not permitted to rule, Fie
overrules, and so accomplishes His
purposes. Jonah had to learn that he
was the loser when he reiected God's
will. He lost his peace, his ministry, his
opportunity for service and fulfill-
ment, and he almost lost his life.
To be sure, there is a proper "fear
of God" that ought to control our lives.
But it is not a slave's fear of his master.
It is the loving reverence of a son for
his father. If we fear the will of God
and look at it as something dangerous,
then we will become either fighters or
fatalists. We can go through life shak-
ing our fists at God and shouting, "I'm
going to do it my wayl" Or we can give
up and mumble, "What's the use?"
Either way we lose. For rebellion and
resignation are both thieves. They rob
us of all the good that God has planned
tor us.
During this difficult experience
described in chapter 1, Jonah was
learning that God cared for him, In
spite of the fact that Jonah was a rebel,
trying to escape God's will, God was
providentially watching over him and
preparing him to accomplish His
divine will. God was saying to His
prophet, "Jonah, you don't have to be
afraid of My will. But you had better
be afraid to oppose My willl Never-
theless, I'm going to love you and care
for you just the same."
The more you think about it, the
more you realize how foolish it is to
fear God's will. Certainly, a loving
Father would never will anything that
would harm us. no matter how dif-
ficult the circumstances might be. "He
is the greatest master I have ever
known," wrote David Livingstone near
the close of his life. "Jesus Christ is the
only master supremely worth serving."
Do I want the will of God only in
emergencies? This question in our in-
ventory is suggested in chapter 2 of
Jonah.
Some years ago a terrible storm
swept through a Florida town, leaving
a trail of damage behind it. The next
day, as the men in one neighborhood
were clearing out the rubble, one of
them said, "I'm not ashamed to admit
that I prayed last night during that
storm." "Yes," a companion quietly
replied, "I'm sure the t ord heard a lot
of new voices last night."
When Jonah found himself in the
depths with no escape, then he wanted
the will of God. Instead of beins a com-
pass to guide him, or food to iourish
him, God's will was only an escape
hatch to rescue him. Sad to say, too
many people have this same negative
attitude toward God's will.
Jonah's prayer, recorded in chapter 2,
is really quite an orthodox expression of
faith. It consists of a series of quotations
from the Psalms. After all, Jonah was a
believer, and at some time he had com-
mitted God's Word to memory. The trag-
edy is, he did not use that Word to guide
his life. He used it only when he was in
trouble and wanted a way out.
Amazing as it seems, God heard
him and answered his prayer. Why?
Because Jonah confessed his sin and
claimed God's promise of forgiveness.
"I will look again toward thy holy tem-
ple," he cried (v. 4), which is the Old
Testament equivalent of I John l:9-
"If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
Jonah not only learned the lesson of
God's providence, he also learned the
lesson of God's pardon. "I knew that
thou art a gracious God, and merciful,
slow to anger, and of great kindness"
(Jonah 4:2).
In one of the churches I pastored,
a member repeatedly got himself into
painful situations. If he was not having
trouble on the job, he was having fights
at home. In his neighborhood he was
an embarrassment to the church and
to the Lord. He would always come
running to me for help, wanting me to
reassure him that God would forgive
him and restore him. But instead of
surrendering to the Lord and seeking
to do His will, he would go on his way,
ignore the church and the Bible, and
create another problem for himself
and his family.
RuWn**d
resignation are both
thleves, They rob us of
all the god that Gd has
planned for us,
Do you want God's will only in
emergencies? And after God has
rescued you, do you forget Him? Then
you have never learned the lesson of
God's pardon. He forgives us, not to do
our will, but to do His will. "But there
is forgiveness with thee, that thou
mayest be feared" (Ps. 130:4). For-
giveness and fear go together in the
heart that is truly yielded to God.
"Behold, thou art made whole," Jesus
said to the man He had healed (John
5:14). "Sin no more, lest a worse thing
come unto thee."
Am I doing God's will only because
I have to? ln chapter 3 Jonah obeys God.
No more running away, no more hiding,
no more disobeying. The prophet makes
his way to Nineveh and preaches God's
message to the people. The remarkable
thing is that God blessed his ministry.
The entire city, from king to slave,
repented and turned to God. Jonah had
learned the lesson of God's providence
and pardon, but now he learned the les-
son of God's power. Power is released
when we do the will of God.
But note something alarming: this
power helped everybody except Jonah!
The king repented, his officers repented,
the common people repented, even the
animals wore sackcloth. But the man
who preached the revival did not share
in the blessing. tvVhy? Because he was
doing the will of God only because he
had to. Like the Elder Brother in our
[,ord's parable, Jonah was a drudge, a
hireling, a man whose heart was not in
his work.
Children may obey only because they
have to. If they do not, they get pun-
ished. But adults-mature people<bey
because they want to. Mature people
have learned that the will of God is not
medicine we take in order to get well.
Rather, it is food that we enjoy to stay
healthy. Jesus told FIis disciples, "My
meat is to do the will of him that sent
me, and to finish his work" (John 4:34).
He was echoing the testimony of David.
"I delight to do thy will, O my God:yea
thy law is within my heart" (Ps. 40:8).
Jonah did God's will, but God's will
did not do Jonah much good. He was a
fearful slave obeying his Master, not an
obedient son enjoying giving pleasure to
his Father. When we do God's will from
the heart, it strengthens and nourishes
us. "Seek your life's nourishment in
your life's work," said Phillip Brooks.
That means seeking it in the will of God.
When duty becomes delight, then life is
free for enrichment and enjoyment, in
spite of the difficulties and heartaches
that may come. Did I say, "in spite of"?
Often, because of those difficulties!
The purpose of God's will is not to
tear us down, but to build us up, to
make us more like Jesus Christ. But
doing the will of God reluctantly and
fearfully is not an enriching experience.
"Doing the will of God from the heart"
is the only way to enjoy God's will
(Eph. 6:6). ln chapter 3 Jonah learns the
lesson of God's power, but that power
does not work in his own life. He still
has one more lesson to learn.
Do I see in the will of God an expres-
sion of the love of God? The final ques-
tion in our spiritual inventory is, per-
haps, the most important.
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Jonah preached one of the greatest
revivals in history, and yet he hated the
people he was preaching to. He had
God's words on his lips, but he did not
have God's love in his heart. He had to
learn the lesson of God's pity. He had
to get next to the heart of God and
discover God's love for lost sinners. You
and I do that by going to Calvary. "But
God commendeth his love toward us, in
that while we were sinners. Christ died
for us" (Rom. 5:8).
Ht had to get next
to the heart of Gd
and discover God's love
for lost sinners,
Instead of showing love, Jonah was
filled with anger. Again we see the Elder
Brother syndrome: duty without delight,
service without growth of character,
blessing without joy, and ministry
without love. The Elder Brother had no
Iove for his repentant younger brother,
and Jonah had no love for the people of
Nineveh who repented. Jonah did not
demonstrate God's love even though he
had declared God's truth.
You have taken a giant step forward
in your Christian life when you realize
that the will of God is the expression of
the love of God. I Iearned this Iesson
when I was in the middle of a difficult
building program in my first pastorate.
Everything was going wrong and I was
about to quit. While on a brief vacation
that summer, I was sitting alone, read-
ing the Book of Psalms, and God spoke
to me from Psalm 33:11, "The counsel
of the lord standeth firm for ever, the
thoughts of his heart to all generations."
God's will comes from God's heart!
As Jonah sat sulking in his booth,
God sought to melt his cold, hard heart.
God pointed out that while Jonah had
sound theology and could quote Scrip
ture, the Word had never stirred his
heart. It was all in his head. Jonah knew
the Word of God, but he did not know
the God of the Word. Nor did he realize
what it was like to be lost. As a Jew,
Jonah belonged to the covenant nation,
and he had always known the truth
about God. But the poor heathen in
Nineveh had not known the God of
Israel. It is a terrible thing when the ser-
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vant of God does not have the love of
God in his life and ministry.
If Jonah were to apply to the average
foreign mission board today, he would
probably be accepted with great en-
thusiasm. He was orthodox in his
theology and could quote Scripture by
the yard. He was willing to sacrifice
himself in order to save others. He cer-
tainly knew how to pray and get results.
And his preaching was so persuasive
that he converted an entire city of
perhaps a million people. What a mis-
sionary he would makel
But Jonah lacked love. He needed to
learn the lesson of God's pity. He needed
to discover that the will of God is the
practical expression of the love of God
for His children. God does what He does
because He loves us, and we should do
what we do because we love Him. Even
when God chastens us, He does it
because He loves us. How patient God
was with Jonah-and how patient God
is with us!
The will of God must engage every
part of our being. It is not enough to
know God's will in our mind, or even to
do God's will by an act of our own will.
We must do God's will lovingly, from
the heart. When God has all of us-body,
mind, will, heart-then He can prove
His love to us as He shares His will with
us. Then the will of God becomes ome-
thing delightful, not something dan-
gerous, a challenge that builds us up,
not a conflict that tears us down.
If a college freshman handed in the
Book of Jonah as an assignment, he
would probably get a failing grade from
his "creative writing" instructor. After
all, we do not know how the story ends.
We know that Nineveh repented and
God stayed his hand of judgment, but
we are not told what happened to Jonah.
Did he sit in his booth sulking until
nobody was watching, then silently steal
away? Did he change his heart, repent
of his stubbornness, and go back into
the city to help these new converts?
The writer does not tell us. I am con-
vinced that lonah did repent of his hard-
heartedness and discover the fulness of
the love of God. Why did he not tell us
this when he wrote his book? Because
each of us must write the end of the
story himself. Remember, this book is
not about Jonah and a fish. It is about
you and me and the will of God. We are
the only ones who can complete t}te
story. How we complete it depends on
how we are related to the will of God.
let us review our inventory ques-
tions. Are you afraid of the will of God?
If so, you have not discovered God's
providence, His perfect control that
never fails. Do youwant the will ol God
only in emergencies? Then you are miss-
ing the meaning of God's pardon. He
pardons us, not to turn us loose to sin
again, but to bind us closer to Himself
so we will do His will.
Are you doing God's will only
because you have fo? If so, then your
obedience will tear you down, not build
you up. learn the lesson of God's power;
when you obey Him, His power works
in you and through you.
WUn ronalt had sound
theology and could quote
Scrfpture, the Word had
never stirred his heart,
Finally, do you realize that the will
of God is the expression of the love of
God for you? Are you basking in that
love? Is all fear gone because you ex-
perience and enjoy the love of God?
"There is no fear in love; but perfect love
casteth out fear" (1 John 4:18). We need
to learn the lesson of God's pity, and see
the needs of the world the way God sees
them. After all, He loves us so that we
may do His will and share His love with
others.
Need I remind you that Jesus
Christ-the "greater than Jonah"-
incarnates these principles more than
any other person? For Him, the will of
God meant humiliation, suffering, and
death, yet he delighted in that will. "I do
always those things that please him," He
said (John 8:29). "For I come down from
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the
will of him that sent me" (John 6:38). His
greatest joy was to please the Father's
heart and accomplish the Father's will
on earth.
There is no higher calling than to do
the will of God.
There should be no higherjoy to our
hearts.
Now, how will you complete the
Book of Jonah?
I Warren W. Wiersbe is general direc-
tor of Back to the Bible Broadcast,
Lincoln, Nebraska. This article is
adapted from Voices, a publication of
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School,
Deerfield, Illinois. Used by permission.
PERSPECTIVE
The Cultic Mentality
by Ed Hindson
t$fi::rr,
rttr.,rrr., ,
Tl eligious cults are on the rise
l{ worldwide. These schismatic
I\deviations of true Christianity
prey upon the immature and unin-
formed. They offer a better way of life,
special discoveries of truth, and direct
access to God.
American religious cults are gen-
erally an offshoot of legitimate Chris-
tianity or an attempted synchronism of
biblical truth with pagan practice. The
result is often a bizarre system of de-
viant doctrine built upon the claim of
extrabiblical revelation. The words of
some prophet or divine leader or spe-
cial book replace the authority of
Scripture.
Religious cults differ from denom-
inations in that they are heretical
schisms from orthodox belief and prac-
tice. While cults exist in virtuallv everv
religious society, and take manyvariei
forms, they all have one thing in
common: the belief that they alone are
the people of God.
Believers within traditional de-
nominations may have different doc-
trinal views and polity practices, but
they do not exclude all others from the
fold of heaven in the way cults do. For
example, a Baptist and a Methodist
may disagree on their mode of bap-
tism, but they do not consign each
other to hell on that basis. A Pres-
byterian and a Lutheran may differ on
the matter of church government, but
they do not reject each other as
heretical or "cultic."
Cult members believe they are the
only true people of God, have the only
true message of God, and the only true
way to heaven. The cult, instead of the
Bible, becomes the ultimate norm of
all truth. While the cult may tolerate
ignorance of their views by the unin-
formed, they ultimately believe that all
who disagree with them are lost. Thus,
the exclusivity of salvation belongs to
the cult group alone. This gives rise to
the persecution complex that feeds the
paranoia of most cults. Thev develoo
ihe mentality that "people hate us
because we're different." Cults expect
persecution and often invite it.
- -
trLttEou, cults thrive
on biblical illiterates and
religious neophytes wlto
become enamored
with special revelations,
deeper truths, and better
methods,
This mentality that believes "we
alone are right" eventually gives way
to uncritical allegiance to leadership.
Soon, all disagreement is looked upon
as "disloyalty" and a threat to the
"purity" of the movement. Social
pressure and sometimes even violence
and physical restraint have been used
by cult leaders to hold the allegiance
of their followers. Jim Jones and the
People's Temple cult are adequate
examoles.
Religious cults thrive on biblical il-
literates and religious neophytes who
become enamored with special revela-
tions, deeper truths, and better
methods. Cult members profess to
have a special corner on God's revela-
tion. As a rule they claim to have a
book or letter that is the "kev" to
understanding the Bible. Somi say
only their own translation of the Bible
is inspired. Others believe their leader
alone has God's final message for the
world in these last days.
The idea then develops that God
can accomplish His ultimate purposes
only through "our" group, since we
alone are His people and understand
His message. If our movement fails,
they rationalize, then God has failed. If
we let Him down, they think, His work
will never be accomplished. With this
mentality a cult becomes a manufac-
tured religion of human effort. Salva-
tion by works and allegiance to the cult
soon replace the doctrine of justifica-
tion by faith, and a "messianic com-
plex" (we alone can save the world) sets
the movement in religious cement.
Thus, centuries later, devoted followers
are still trying to prove that their
founder was true or that his long-past
date for the Second Coming of Christ
is stil l legitimate.
Jim Jones's followers did not com-
mit suicide merely because he told
them to do it. They had long before
fallen victim to the cultic mentality.
The rest was inevitable! I
Marks of the Relletous Cults
l. Claim t9 e11ry-biblical revelatioratNe have a special message
from God.rt '
2. Exclusive salvatiorr^ "\Me alone are saved. All others are lost."
3. P_e^ry111t!oy_9g3,tplex: "The world is against us because we
have the truth.
4. Delecthte Chisf tiv ristology: "Jesus died for our sins, but. . . "
5. nrctrinal ambiguity: "Truth doesn't have to make sense."
6. Presumptuous leadership: "I knorv what is best for you."
7. Segmenled interpretation-of the Bible: "These verses areinore
im-Dortant." 
-
8. knunciationof other Chrbtians: "All the churches are wrong
but ours."
9,
I0.
Limited eschatology.' "Jesus is comine onlv for us."
Y"yiy:" 
complei "\Me are God's oily h6pe to save the
October ]985 21
INTERVIEW
Bill and
Deborah Davis
Former leaders of
the Children
offu
find newness
of life
in Christ
This interview was conducted by
Ronald Enroth, one of the first people
Bill and Deborah Davis were in contact
with after they left the Children ol God
movement. Deborah (formerly Linda
Berg) is one ol the cofounders of the
notorious cult. Her father is David
Berg, now known in the cult as Moses
David or "Mo," the man who founded
the controversial communal group in
California in 1968. Now worldwide in
scope, the Children of God is frequently
referred to as the sex cult of the eighties.
Deborah, with her husband, Bill, is
the author ol The Children of God: The
Inside Story, published by Zondervan
in 1984. Enroth has witten extensively
about the Children of Godinhis books
and articles on cults.
Ron: Bill and Deborah, whydld you
declde to write a book about your ex-
perlences tn the Chtldren of God?
Bill: We felt we had an obligation
to society to write the book. We also
felt we should do it as an act of obedi
ence to God. We wanted the truth to be
made known to the world so others
could be helped.
Deborah: I remembered the story
of Stalin's daughter. I had read in her
book how she felt she had to make a
public stand against her father in order
to expose evil. I too felt I had a spiri-
tual responsibility-especially to the
members of the Children of God, some
of whom I had brought into the move-
ment. I wanted to declare the truth in
the hope that they too would be freed
from cultic bondage.
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Ron: Deborah, you were a member
of the cult from the beglnnlng, right?
Deborah: Yes. In August 1968 my
Dad declared war on the "System" in
Huntington Beach, California. We had
a coffeehouse there and were witness-
ing to the hippies. My father decided to
separate himself from what he called
the "old church system" and every-
thing else associated with the "estab-
lishment." He took advantage of the
mood of rebellion so prevalent at that
time in American societv.
I nrn the chrtstian
community could be
more understanding and
Iook beyond the sin,
Ron: How could a "Chrlstian" group
engaged ln "wltresslng" to young people
turn out to be a cult?
Bilk In order to understand the
cultic phenomenon, you have to under-
stand the nature of deception. Cults
cloak their evil with good motives,
with benign appearances, with things
that look good on the outside. I believe
that the movement was corrupt from
the very beginning. David Berg was in
complete rebellion against he laws of
God. He simply cloaked that rebellion
in the garments of Jesus Christ. Now
the movement has become totally cor-
rupt. It's totally evil. Members are
involved in all kinds of immorality, in-
cluding religious prostitution.
Ron: Bill, when did you get involved
with the Cldldren of God and what
kind of position of leadership did you
hold?
Bill: I joined in l972,just after get-
ting out of college. Because of my in-
terest in writing, I eventually came to
edit one of their magazines. After being
transferred by the organization to
Paris in 1974. I met Deborah and we
began living together. (The Children of
God don't believe in marriage, as that
word is generally understood.) Because
of my involvement with one of the
Bergs, I was catipulted into a leader-
ship position. From that point on, I
spent most of my time in charge of
publications. When I was later trans-
ferred to South America, I headed up
the publications department for that
continent.
Ron: Deborah, as a cofounder of the
movement, what were your specific
dutles tn COG?
Deborah: In the later years, when
we had so many people in the move-
ment, I traveled a great deal, advising
and counseling the leadership and act-
ing as a troubleshooter for my father.
But my major emphasis was supervi-
sion of the education and upbringing
of the children of the movement. I was
the first mother in the movement and
had the most children. I have always
been very interested in education, and
I brought the Montessori method into
the Children of God. Until I left in 1978,
we set up Montessori schools all over
the world. We would send our teachers
to the St. Nicholas Training Center in
London for their credentials.
Ron: I understand that your deci-
sion to leave the cult was influenced
by your father's feeling toward Btll. Is
that correct?
Deborah: My Dad was worried
about my loyalty to him-to Dad. My
sole, primary relationship was to be
with him. In the Children of God, even
at the top leadership levels, if your hus-
band tells you to do one thing, and
Moses David-the End-Time Prophet-
tells you to do another thing, you do
exactly what Moses David tells you to
do. He supersedes anything a husband
or wife might tell each other. He is the
ultimate authority in all things.
Ron: Why would someone want to
joln such an authoritarian group in the
first place?
Bill: People get involved in such
groups because cults seem to be
meeting basic human needs. Cults pro-
vide security and an escape from per-
sonal responsibility. They produce
people who are dependent. They brain-
wash people, but it all happens so
gradually. People need acceptance-
unconditional acceptance. Cults pro-
vide a counterfeit love. They say, "We
accept you just as you are. As far as
we're concerned, you're perfect. Come
and live with us." And that's iust what
many young people are waiting to hear.
Ron: That ls a very understandable
explanatlon. But what brtngs a person
ln a group llke the Chlldren of God to
the polnt where she ts wtlllng to engage
ln lmmorality and Justlfy the experl-
ences as a means of actually wltnessing
for Chrtst?
Bil l: It doesn't happen overnight.
The Children of God don't come along
ajrd say, "Come and join us, we're go-
ing to teach you how to be a Christian
prostitute." It 's a gradual process that
involves repeated instances of a violated
conscience. Moses David leads his fol-
lowers through a whole series of justi-
fications. It gets back to the basic idea
of deception. By the time the COG con-
Bil l Davis as lsaiah Carpenter (center) and 2 French disciples. y
irl
vert gets to the point of learning about
religious prostitution (called "flirty
fishing" in the group), she has already
violated her conscience in so many
other areas and has accepted so many
other strange doctrines, that this prac-
tice is just one more violation of con-
science.
Ron: Do you think it's possible for
a person to genulnely find Chrlst as
Savlour after jolnlng the Children of
God? Do you know of indlviduals who
have had a real conversion to Jesus
Christ as a result of contact with the
group?
Deborah: I have to answer yes to
that. We did preach a message of salva-
tion, at least at the beginning of the
A The Bergs leading a COG "inspiration service."
movement. I have a letter in my fi les
from an ex-member who did find Christ
as his Saviour through the Children of
God. After things began to deteriorate
in the group and the teachings became
increasingly bizarre, he left the organi
zation. After leaving, his whole way of
thinking was confused. He couldn't
separate the good from the bad. We
hope people like that will be helped by
our book. They really need to sort out
various things in their lives. They heard
the gospel by a very devious means,
and in the sincerity of their own hearts
they have asked Jesus Christ to come
into their l ives.
Ron: God does honor His Word.
Smiling faces hide the devastated emotions of the family (Deborah,center).1
,q'*,,u1*'
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Deborah: Yes, He does. However,
there are still people in the movement
today who rationalize by saying, "See,
we are leading people to the Lord, so
our doctrine must be okay." A word of
caution is needed: just because some
people have found the reality of Jesus
Christ through the movement, doesn't
make the movement good.
Ron: The tragedy is that the leader-
ship did not bring the people into the
fullness of the teaching of God's Word.
They allowed Satan to undermine the
group with devious doctrines.
Bill: They preached the gospel of
rebellion. For example, I led literally
hundreds of people to Christ in the
early days. All we ever did back then
was witness. We would go through
John 3:16, Romans l0:9-10 and explain
to people that they were sinners and
needed to be saved. Then we would in-
vite them to come on home with us-
and we would teach them a life of
rebellion: how to tell your parents you
hate them, how to rebel against the
government, how to fight the "System."
Ron: What does it feel ltke to leave
a cult like the Chtldren of God?
Bill: We were out of the Children
of God-physically-for three years,
but we were not out psychologically or
spiritually. We didn't even know what
was wrong with us. We experienced
nothing but torment. Nothing seemed
to work. Nothing was right. We had
lived a life steeped in immorality. We
didn't know what was right or wrong.
Sin binds you; it puts you in a prison.
And that's where we were. We couldn't
experience joy; we couldn't experience
peace. Life was horrible.
Deborah: I think one of the most
difficult things you experience when
you come out is a feeling of isolation.
You're leaving this cloistered society
you've lived in for years. All your
friends are there. For me, all my family
was there. I was leaving the work [edu-
cationl I loved. You sense that every-
thing you've done is worth nothing
because it's all been done within this
little all-encompassing society. When
you go back out into the big world, it
doesn't have any meaning.
Ron: In other words, you felt al-
most as tf you had sktpped an impor.
tant segment of your llfe, that there's
a gap ln your life script.
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Deborah: Yes. And you had to start
all over again. Another thing was the
tremendous financial pressure. You've
left everything behind. Now what are
you going to do for money? What kind
of job will you get? Who's going to hire
you after you've been in a cult?
Bill: In the cult you do not learn to
stand alone. You're totally dependent
on the leader, on the group. All of a
sudden, there you are-alone in the
world, the same world condemned by
the group. There you are-stuck in it!
Ron: I'm sure you must have felt a
tremendous spiritual void and a feel-
lng of utter confusion.
Bill: My worst experience when I
came out of the Children of God was
realizing I had no faith. I got on my
motorcycle and took off. I was going
to kill myself. I realized my life was a
joke-all the years I had spent in COG,
running around the world like an arro-
gant little brat, claiming to be spiritual.
I realized that I had only deceived
myself. It was more than I could han-
dle. I wanted to end it all. But then God
started to pick us up. Through a series
of circumstances, we had come to the
end of ourselves. At that point we really
came out of the cult, when we sa* *-.
had been in a life of sin. After that, life
was still hard, but we had peace. We
had hope. We had truly experienced
the grace of God in our lives.
Ron: What about all those people
who continue to leave cults and aber-
rational Christian groups? Somebody's
going to have to be there to pick up the
pieces. It represents a real challenge
to the Christian church. We must be
sensitive to the special needs of people
coming out of these groups. My ex.
perlence has been that few Christians
are informed or even seem to care
about this important issue.
Deborah: Yes. I wish the Christian
community could be more understand-
ing and love the sinner and be able to
look beyond the sin. Our lives are a
testimony that it is possible to gain vic-
tory over past and present failures and
to go on into newness of life in Christ
Jesus. t
The presentation of Bill and Deborah's book at the Christian Booksellers Convention.
THE
CHRISTIN
by Ronald Enroth
he word cult means many things to many
people. Since 1978 Christians and non-
Christians alike remember the tragedy at
Jonestown, Guyana. Dramatic media accounts of
unusual groups and theirbizarre practices often
present a distorted picture, however, of the scope
of cultic religion in America.
Within the past two decades especially, there
has been increasing evidence of a widespread and
sometimes subtle intrusion into our culture of
worldviews that contradict and clash with our
familiar JudeoChristian tradition. This cultic and oc-
cultic invasion often manifests itself in the form of
orgarizations and groups with which Christians are
amiliar, such as Scientology and Eckankar.
America's religious history has always been
characterized by u bewildering pluralism. De-
spite this pattern of diversity, there is an iden-
tifiable tradition rooted in what might be called a
Judeo-Christian consensus. In other words, although we have had a long history
of emerging denominations and sects, nearly all of them had a comnon focus on
the Bible.
Photo by Cathy Watson
I
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Ti, Iure of cultic
religions is in their ability
to conuince people that
they are essentially
benign.
ln today's spiritual supermarket, his
is no longer the case. There has been a
gradual cultural shift away from the tra-
ditional JudeoChristian framework (at
least in some segments of American so-
ciety) so that the vocabulary, values, and
perspectivesof manyof the new religious
movements are totally foreign to many
Christians. While we may not be famil-
iarwith all the details of whata Mormon
or a Christian Scientist believes, we can
at least relate to such a person in a
witnessing context because of certain
commonly shared understandings. How-
ever, when we attempt to share our faith
with a follower of Rajneesh or a Tran-
scendental Meditation enthusiast or a
member of Elizabeth Clare Prophet's
Church Universal and Triumphant, we
soon discover that these folks are in a
completely different religious ballpark.
What accounts for thisnew diversity?
ln large part it is due to the influx in re-
cent years of Eastern religious philos-
ophy to the West. Whether in the form
of Zen Buddhism, TM, or tantric yoga,
the impact of Eastern thinking has been
more than superficial. Just about every-
one knows that a guru is not an exotic
animal in the zoo. Many Americans, when
they hear the word meditatbn, probably
associate it with Eastern religious tech-
niques as much as they do with God's
Word. Someone has observed that what
McDonald's has done forthe hamburger,
TM has done for Eastern mysticism.
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Another reason for the increased
variety of cultic groups on the American
religious scene today is the fact that
many of the organizations lying for con-
verts do not claim to be relisious in
nature. TM, for example, maintiins that
it is not a religion but merely a scien-
tific method for achieving relaxation.
The Forum (formerlv known as est) Iike-
wise disclaimr -y ou"tt link with reli-
gion, Yet, a close examination of the
literature, programs, and methodologies
of many of the so-called self-improve-
ment or "transformational" groups re-
veals a worldview, a set of basic
assumptions about reality, that is at
odds with biblical Christianity.
Even self-help organizations that ad-
mit to being religious in orientation will
emphasize the fact that whatever they
have to offer will not conflict with one's
own religious persuasion. "We willhelp
you," they proclaim, "to be a better Prot-
estant, a better Catholic, a better Jew."
An example of this approach is the
Church of Scientology, founded by
L. Ron Hubbard. Advertisements by the
church claim that anyone who reads
Hubbard's book, Dianerics, has the
potential for enjoying "greater personal
freedom" and can discover the secret of
"understanding the mind." According to
an advertising supplement included
recently in a major American news-
paper, the Church of Scientology claims
that "one can be a Scientologist and also
a member of any other religious group."
The promotional brochure continues:
"The Church of Scieritology's purpose is
to help the individual ead a happier life,
and so there is nothing in Scientology
principles to conflict with other
religious beliefs."
Ironicallv. the same ad describes
Scientology;s idea of salvation-which
clearly does conflict with the view of
salvation held by Bible-believing Chris-
tians. "In Scientology, salvation is
through the work of the individual
himself. The abilities and potentials of
the individual as a sniritual beins are
stressed in Scientology." This iJ the
same message of other rapidly growing
self-improvement and "new age" groups
which are attracting hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans each year. It is a
message that focuses on human poten-
tial rather than on human fallenness and
frailty.
Christians believe the onlv wav for
any of us to "realize our potential"-is to
acknowledge our sinfulness before God
and allow Jesus Christ to transform us
by His grace. When we recognize our
dependence on Him, when we make our-
Cutt leaders often
engage in deceptive
public relations
to further
their own cause,
selves available to God's power, we will
experience authentic renewal. "For sin
shall not have dominion over vou: for ve
are not under the law, but..ie. g.acb"
(Rom.6:14).
One characteristic that all cults
share is intense commitment-to a
human leader, a cause, a set of ideals,
even a lifestyle. In addition to religious
cults and self-improvement cults, there
is a variety of political and ideological
cults, The observation that new religious
movements and radical political groups
emerge in times of great social change
andupheaval iswidely accepted. Spinoza
noted many years ago that "the human
mind is readily swayed this way or that
in times of doubt, especially when hope
and fear are struggling for the mastery."
Spinoza observed that during times of
adversity people "know not where to
turn, but beg and pray for counsel from
every passerby. No plan is there too
futile, too absurd, or too fatuous for
their adoption."
Historians have suggested that the
social, economic, and spiritual bank-
ruptcy of Germany in the 1930s even-
tually led to the grotesque events of the
Third Reich. There is no question that
the perverse fanaticism of the Nazis con-
stitutes a form of cultism. A kindred
demonic spirit links Hitler with Charles
Manson and Jim Jones. The violence and
rebelliousness that typified these well-
known personalities can also be seen
in such movements as the KKK, the
St-A, and in MOVE, the radical anti
Establishment cult in Philadelohia that
made national headlines this ipring. It
can be seen in the punk rock movement
and in other aspeits of the entertain-
ment industry displaying a fascination
with the occult.
Cults are often referred to as soiri
tual counterfeits. The Iure of cultic
religions is in their ability to convince
people that they (the groups) are essen-
tially benign. They often engage in good
works and can provide evidence of posi
tive accomplishment in the lives of
members. People would not be flocking
to self-improvement cults if they were
not producing some results that are
perceived as positive by the people
involved.
In my book Youth, Brainwashing
and the Extremist Cults, I talk about
spiritual counterfeits that practice a
"form of godliness" and do not always
outwardly appear to be wrong. "The
devil always hides behind a mask; he
never carries an ID card. . . .Satan never
offers to give people something evil; in-
stead he offers individuals exoeriences
that are ostensibly life-enriching. He
offers power for abundant living,
specialized knowledge and wisdom, and
an opportunity to help convert the
whole world" tpp.209-210). Satan is in-
deed the master of deceit.
Cult-watchers have lons been aware
that one of the deceptiveitrategies of
God's Adversary is to confuse people
through the use of religious language. In
his book Counterfeits at Your Door,
James Biornstad warns that members
of unorthodox religious groups use
familiar Christian terms and phrases,
but attach very different meanings to
those words. Cultists often reinterpret
and redefine passages from the Bible to
suit their own theology. Some groups,
like the Unification Church of Reverend
Moon, have an elaborate theology. But
from the Christian perspective, it is in
reality systemized error because its
foundations-its basic assumptions-
are not consistent with God's revealed
truth.
Cult leaders often engage in decep-
tive public relations campaigns to fur-
ther their own cause. When the Indian
guru Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh first
came to the United States several years
ago, he purchased a series of expensive
ads rn Time and Newsweeft, highlighting
such Christian themes as forgiveness
and love. One of the ads was entitled
simply, "Jesus." This is an example of
trying to gain legitimation by associa-
tion. No one wants the "bad guys" image
often associated with the word cult. As
James Sire points out in his book Scrup-
ture Twisting, Jesus is co-opted by just
about every new cult. "Everyone, it
seems, wants Jesus for himself" (p.24).
W.*t enable
believers to distinguish
truth from error-in a
world where those
designations are often
scorned or considered
irrelevant,
Another strategy of cults, while per-
haps not consciously deceptive, is at
least divertive. In their strivins to
achieve acceptance in the eyes oi the
Christian community and the public at
large, some new religious movements
are trying desperately to shed the label
cult and to be viewed as just another
church. In the process they are working
diligently at cultivating relationships
with pastors and other religious leaders
in contexts that do not draw attention to
their more controversial beliefs and
practices.
Perhaps the most dramatic example
of how cults have drawn Christians into
cooperative ecumenical effort can be
seen in the area of promoting religious
freedom. Both cultists and Christians
share a common concern for preserving
our heritage of religious l iberty.
However, some cults have capitalized on
this shared interest in such a way that
they have, in effect, "used" well-
intentioned Christian leaders to further
their own quest for legitimacy and ac-
ceptance. The Unification Church,
especially, has seized upon the imprison-
ment of Reverend Moon (for criminal
tax fraud) to launch a crusade, including
rallies, to convince Christians and the
public at large that Moon has been
"persecuted" by the U.S. government.
Nearly every issue of the cult's news-
paper, the Unification News, contains
quotes from prominent Christian leaders
and others in supportof Reverend Moon.
There is no mention by the Christians
of the fact that Sun Myung Moon is be-
lieved to be the Messiah by his followers
and that the Unification Church believes
that Jesus failed to comolete his mission
while on the earth.
Writing in the January 1985 issue of
Eternity magazine, Joseph Bayly argues
that while it is true that real and serious
issues of religious liberty need to be ad-
dressed by Christians, it is questionable
whether Christian organizations and in-
dividuals should support Moon's case.
"To raise this false messiah's fraudulent
action to the level of a constitutional
issue is folly."
Cults represent a challenge to the
Christian. They are a challenge in terms
of our need to be informed and aware
of how they operate and what they
believe. We must help Christians to
develoo discernment skills at a time in
our hiitory when the pluralistic nature
of our religious landscape is more con-
fusing and complex than ever before.
We must be careful to guard the gospel.
We must enable believers to distinguish
truth from error-in a world where
those designations are often scorned or
considered irrelevant.
Many say that cults represent the un-
paid bills of the church. In this sense,
too, the cults offer a challenge to the
Christian-a challenge to discover why
cults seem to be meeting the needs of
so many individuals and why the church
sometimes eems ineffective in this area
of great human and spiritual need.
I Ronald Enroth is professor of
sociology, Westmont College, Santa Bar-
bara, California, and is an acknowledged
national resource Derson on cults. He
holds a Ph.D. from the University of
Kentucky, lrxington.
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Karen Hoyt, executive director of Spiritual Counterfeits Project, Berkeley, California.
by Angela Elwell Hunt
n the West Coast, followers of
an Indian guru have elected
themselves to the town coun-
cil, and local citizens fear a complete
takeover of their community.
The third largest tourist attraction
in an eastern state was built by a cult,
A son no longer speaks to his
mother. She left the cult they were in
and he did not.
People die because the teachings of
their cults forbid medical assistance-
many victims are not old enough to
understand the group's doctrinJ.
In the Midwest, a woman paid thou-
sands of dollars to remove aiurse she
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Ti, failure of the
churclt to reach the mass
of humanity has left an
empty generation
believed was causing emotional and
physical problems. The money was re-
turned to her only after a judge issued
a court order to that effect.
Why do people join cults? Many
cults approach young people who are
college-age, bright, idealistic, and
searching for a philosophy of life.
Often these recruits are invited to a
weekend retreat or a meeting where
they are "bombed with love." Others
are drawn into cults because they have
become disillusioned with traditional
religion.
Arthur M. Casci, a former cultist,
accepted Christ atage2l. Bothered by
grasping at spiritual
countet{eits.
indifferent churches, he found an alter-
native: "Like many my age, I was
rebellious, and I distrusted any organi
zation run by comfortable, middle-
class adults. Zealous for Jesus. I could
not understand why others were not as
Groups Battling Cults
Reference File
enthusiastic. This attitude, combined
with my lack of biblical foundation,
left me wide open to false doctrine."
The failure of the church to reach
the mass of humanity has left an empty
generation grasping at spiritual coun-
terfeits that blend Western and Eastern
cultures. In our nation's atmosphere of
religious tolerance, cults flourish in
every imaginable size, shape, and place.
In "Why Your Teenager Could Get
Involved in the Cults." Youth for
Chr is t 's  nat ional  d i rector .  Larrv
Kreider. savs the reason for cuit
growth "liei somewhere between the
all-out onslaught of Satan and his
kingdom and an ignorant Christian
church."
What can Christians do7 Should we
merely ignore the robed figures in air-
ports, or quickly hand them a gospel
tract, instead of money, when they at-
tempt to give us a flower? When the
cult members come visiting, should we
Christian Answers and
Information
P. O. Box 3295
Chico, California 95927
(916) 893-0567
This nonprof i t  rel ig ious
organization prints a quarterly
newsletter featuring reprinted
material from other sources. It is
concerned with local affairs and
seeks to address the needs of near-
by communities. The director,
Bruce Dill-avou, heads the staff of
part-time and volunteer workers.
Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday
through Friday.
Apologetics Resource
Center
9848 Business Park Drive, Suite G
Sacramento, California 95827
(916\ 3634492
The main goal of ARC is "to in-
form the Christian community of
the nature, beliefs, and practices
of the major and minor pseudo-
Christian cultic groups." This
organization focuses on literature
and counseling, with some lectur-
ing, and has information about all
major groups and the trends and
patterns behind them.
Contact persons are Chris
MacDonald, director, and Ziola
Larson, research director. ARC is
planning a series of apologetic
papers and has an extensive
library. Hours: 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.,
Tuesday through Thursday;
7:30-9:30 Tuesday evenings.
Christian Apologetics:
Research and
Information Service
(cARrs)
P. O. Box 1659
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201
(414) 77t-7379
CARIS is "composed of
volunteers and professionals who
desire to provide the Christian and
non-Christian public with ac-
curate information on the reli
gious scene of America, to present
a valid apologetic for the Christian
faith, and to bring the gospel to all
around us,"
The contact person is Jim
Valentine. who has worked in
apologetics, cults, and the occult
for 12 years. They employ one full-
time staff member. Office hours
are 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
Christian F,esearch
Associates
3550 Rockmont Drive
Denver, Colorado 80202
(303) 777-1983
(303) 480-7771
This ministry consists of peo-
ple who give lectures, seminars,
and workshops to Christians and
non-Christians. Their approach is
to present sound rational plat-
forms of thought for non-
Christians who have never before
realized the credibility of the
Christian faith.
The executive director of CRA
is Tom Trento, a graduate of
Denver Seminary. He has been
with CRA for six years and
oversees a staff of 2 full-time
workers and 14 volunteers. Hours:
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
Christian F,esearch
Institute
P. O. Box 500
San Juan Capistrano, California
92693
(714) 8ss-9926
CRI's focus is on "American
cults, especially those from the
Judeo-Christian tradition and
false teachings that become prom-
inent in the church and threaten
major portions of it." Numerous
tracts, books, pamphlets, and
cassettes are available. CRI staff
members seek to educate and en-
courage Christians to witness to
people in cults and to offer
reasons for and a defense of the
Christian faith.
Robert Bowman, research su-
pervisor, oversees a full-time staff
of 18. Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday for general in-
formation; 2p.m.-4 p,m., Tuesday
through Friday for research
information.
Spiritual Counterfeits
Project
P. O. Box 408
Berkeley, California 94704
(415) 540-5767
Services include a telephone
access line, newsletter, journal,
and speakers for seminars. Office
hours are 10 a.m.-4 p,m., Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday.
-
hurr iedly say,
"No, thank you"
and close the
door? Or should
we take more
direct action?
Spiritual Coun-
terfeits ProJect-
An Aggressive
Alternative
In 1969 Cam-
pus Crusade for
Christ sponsored
the  Chr is t ian
World Libera-
tion Front. This
group, composed
of people who
became Chris-
tians after pur-
su ing  Eas tern
religions, wrote
and publ ished
several studies
on Eastern cults.
The CWLF was
instrumental in
defeating efforts
to gain the en-
dorsement of the
California Legis-
lature for Transcendental Medita-
tion as a nonreligious, scientific tech-
nique of relaxation.
During this controversy the
term "Spiritual Counterfeits Proj-
ect" was used. In 1975, when SCP
became a separate nonprofit organ-
ization, they formed their first
mailing list of 200 people. Today
their mailing list includes over
37,000 names.
What is SCP? According to the
group's brochure, "Spiritual Coun-
terfeits Project has researched
broad spiritual trends as well as
individual gurus, groups, and
movements. Our ministry now of-
fers its information in diverse
forms, including a newsletter,
journal, speaking, and telephone
ACCESS service."
The purposes of SCP are "to
understand the signi f icance of
the spiritual turmoil and pluralism
in our culture; to research the
effects and influence of the new
religions, particularly those based
on Eastern philosophies; to provide
a biblical perspective on the new
signif  icant rel ig ions and other
movements so that the church can
respond appropriately; and to produce
accurate and attractive resources
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brutal, and equal
with kidnapp-
ing. While there
have been in-
s tances  when
young people
were l i teral ly
rescued f rom
cults, there have
been other occa-
sions when the
FirstAmendment
rights of peo-
ple have been
ignored.
SCP's  main
function is teach-
lng-distributing
information and
literature to ex-
pose the incon-
sistencies and
fallacies of cult
philosophy. As
might  be  ex-
pec ted ,  they
have met with
opposition. Le-
gal battles have
forced SCP into
bankruptcy.
What can the
average Christian do to help fight
the growth of cults? Support the
organizations fighting "on the
frontlines." Be aware of trends in
world religions. Study about the
cults and their differences. In
order to share the gospel with a
cult member you must know what
he believes and be able to point out
the fallacies and inconsistencies of
those beliefs.
For more information write to
Spiritual Counterfeits Project,
P. O. Box 408, Berkeley, California
94704. The ACCESS telephone
number is (415) 540-5767. Hours
are 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday, Wednes-
day, and Friday.
I
fr, reason for cult
growtlr "lies somewlrere
between tlte all-out
onslauglrt of Satan and
his kingdom and an
ignorant Christian
church,"
through which to bring the good news
of Jesus Christ to individuals and
society."
The group's statement of faith
is consistent with that of fun-
damental Baptist churches, and
the services of SCP include a
bimonthly newsletter; publication
of a scholarly magazine, the SCP
Journal; and publication of other
l i terature and audiocassettes.
Their telephone ACCESS service
provides callers with information
on spiritual trends and over 200
specific religious groups. In addi-
tion, ACCESS operators provide a
referral service, directing callers
to sources of help in their local
geographic areas. SCP also spon-
sors a team of speakers who tour
the country appearing in churches,
universities, conventions, and con-
ferences. The team is equipped
with a media presentation address-
ing the subtle cultural shift in-
fluenced by Eastern movements
and suggesting what concerned in-
dividuals can do.
Is SCP a team of deprogram-
mers? No. Deprogramming, which
has received much media attention
in recent years, has gained the
reputation of being heavy-handed,
Professional/ ndustrial Video vH5
AG-100
f E t E X "J,i"",,i"'$l;:;:if:."
N o w  y o u  c a n  b L r r l r l  a  H r r l l r  S 1 ; o e  r l t a p c  r i u p l i c a t i n g
sys tem t l ra t  f r t s  your  nacr ls .  le le /s  612( )
modr - r l i r r  11esr1 ;n  a l lo ravs  Vor . r  the  fe lx rb i l i t y
u n m a t c l r e ( l  r n  t l r e  r n c l r r s t r y .
O  R c e l  M a s t e r
O  C a s s c t t e  M a s t e r
O  C a s s e t t e  S l a v e s  M o d L r l e
O  R e e l  S l a v e s
O  A v a i l a b l e  i n  H a l f  T r r r c k ,  T w o  C h a n n e l
Our purpoce ls  thot  o l l
men thould be cove4..
For we preach not ourselves,
but Chnst Jesus the Lord, and
ourselves your servants for
Jesus  s  sake .  l l  Co r .  4 : 5
o r  O u a r t e r  f r a c k ,  F o u r  C n a n r r e r
Copyetfe | &3
9699.oo
[ ]  C o p  e s  3  c a s s e t t e s  a t  a  t  m e
[ l  C o p  e s  C - 6 0  s  r n  2  m r n u t e s
!  C o m p a c t  a n d  l r g h t w e r g h t
Highesf Qunlify Yideo & Cnssette Tcpe crl Lowest Prices. cau for more information!
We are  a  Non-Pro f i t  o rgan iza t ron  ded ica ted  to  p rov id ing  Chr is t ians  & Chr is t ian  organ iza t ions  V ideo & Aud io  equ ipmenr  who lesa le l
seruice*sauily
Ar Lclsr! An lndustricll One-Piece
Video Ccrmcorder fhqr Uses
STANDARD YHS Casselles.
The VHS Reporter combines both recording and playback
- al lon convenient standard VHS tapes
in a single compact unit!
Check these outstonding feolures:
t J  S i n g l e  b a t t e r y  p a c k
D  S e n s i t i v e  1 / 2 "  h i g h - b a n d  N e w v i c o n  t u b e
I  L o w  l i g h t ,  o n l y  ' l  0  l u x
a  1  1 / 2 "  E l e c t r o n i c  v i e w f  i n d e r
!  R e c o r d i n g  C h e c k
I  A u t o m a t i c  w h i t e  b a l a n c e  a d j u s t m e n t
t r  S t i l l  a n d  s p e e d - s e a r c h
I  6 X  P o w e r  z o o m  l e n s ,  f  1  . 4
!  L i g h t w e r g h t , 5 . 5  l b s .  ( w i t h o u t  b a t t e r y  p a c k )
Coll fcry Cole for prices
on the ACFI OO.
...or lor full line cctolog of quclity Audio
& Yideo equipment cnll or wrils
$1.00  fo r  pos tage per  ca ta log  wou ld  be  apprec ia ted .
SPecio$'
I  S i n g l e  l e v e r  o p e r a t r o r l
!  C o p i e s  C - 6 0  s  r n  2  m  n u t e s
!  A u t o m a t t c  r e w i n d
!  H a r d  c o v e r
2-hour Camcorder
Copyeile | &l
l2gg.oo
P L U S  1 O O  F R E E
C-60 CASSETTES
Rt 4  Box 384 /Foyerev i l le ,  Arkonsos 72701 / (sOt l521-1758
How to Try
the Splrlts
A Seven-
Step Test
for Staying
Out of the
Cult Trap
tive personality and a reputation for
superior godliness.
Now our Lord Jesus, that great
Shepherd of the sheep, has not left His
flock to the mercy of the wolves. He
has given us the Scriptures, the Holy
Spirit, and natural powers of observa-
tion, and He expects us to avail our-
selves of their help constantly. "Prove
all things; hold fast that which is good,"
said Paul (1 Thess. 5:21).
"Beloved, believe not every spirit,"
wrote John, "but try the spirits whether
they are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the world"
( l  John 4:1).
Not only are there false spirits
abroad, endangering our Christian
Iives, but they may be identified and
known for what they are. Once we
become aware of their identity and
learn their tricks, their power to harm
us is gone. "Surely in vain the net is
spread in the sight of any bird" (Prov.
l :17).
Here is a little secret by which I
have tested my own spiritual experi-
ences and religious impulses for many
years.
Briefly stated the test is this: This
new doctrine, this new religious habit,
this new view of truth, this new spiritual
by A. W. Tozer
he Spirit has spoken expressly
that in the latter times some
should depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits and doc-
trines of demons; speaking lies in
hypocrisy; having their conscience
seared with a hot iron. Those days are
upon us and we cannot escape them; we
must triumph in the midst of them, for
such is the will of God concerning us.
Strange as it may seem, the danger
today is greater for the fervent Chris-
tian than for the lukewarm and the
self-satisfied. The seeker after God's
best is eager to hear anyone who offers
a way to obtain it.
For this reason he is ready to give
a sympathetic ear to the new and the
wonderful in religion, particularly if it
is presented by som@ne with an attrac-
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experience-how has it affected my
attitude toward God, Christ, the Holy
Scriptures, self, other Christians, th-e
world, and sin? By this sevenfold test
we may prove everything.religious and
know beyond a doubt whether it is of
God or not.
By the fruit of the tree we know the
kind of tree it is. So we have but to ask
about any doctrine or experience,
"What is this doing to me?" and we
know immediately whether it is from
above or from below.
How does it affect my relation to
God and my attitude toward Him?
The health and balance of the
universe require that God should be
magnified in all things. "Great is the
[ord, and greatly to be praised; and his
greatness i  unsearchable" (Ps. 145:3).
God acts only for His glory, and what-
ever comes from Him must be to His
own high honor.
Any doctrine, any experience, that
serves to magnify Him, is likely to be
inspired by Him. Conversely, anything
that veils His glory or makes Him
appear less wonderful is sure to be of
the flesh or the Devil.
The heart of man is like a musical
instrument and may be played upon by
the Holy Spirit, by an evil spirit, or by
the spirit of man himself. Religious
emotions are very much the same, no
matter who the player may be. The
mystical experiences of Hindus and
Sufis cannot be brushed aside as mere
pretense, Neither dare we dismiss the
high religious flights of spiritists and
other occultists as imagination.
The big test is: What has this done
to my relationship with the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ? If this
new view of truth-this new encounter
with spiritual things-has made me
love God more, if it has magnified Him
in my eyes, if it has purified my concept
of His being and caused Him to appear
more wonderful than before, then I
may conclude that I have not wandered
in-to the pleasant but forbidden paths
ot error.
How has this new experience af-
fected my attitude toward the Lord
Jesus Christ?
God gives Him top place in earth
and in heaven. "This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased,"
spoke the voice of God from heaven
concerning our Lord Jesus.
Peter, full of the Holy Spirit, de-
clared: "God hath made that same
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both
Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36). Jesus said
of Himself, "I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father. but bv me."
The whole Book of Hebrews is
devoted to the idea that Christ is above
all others. Even the ansels are called
to fall down and *o.rLip Him. Paul
says that He is the image of the invisible
God. that in Him dwells the fullness of
from time to time
to deceive the
ings and places it in Christ, we are on
the right track. Anything from God
makes Christ dear to us.
How does it affect my attitude
toward the Holy Scriptures?
Did this new experience, this new
view of truth, spring out of the Word
of God itself, or was it the result of
some stimulus that lay outside the
Bible?
Whatever originates outside the
Scriptures should be suspect. If it
should be found to be contrary to the
Word of revealed truth, no true Chris-
tian will accept it as being from God.
However high the emotional content,
no experience can be proved to be
genuine unless we can find chapter-
and-verse authority for it in the
Scriptures.
Quite a number of unscriptural
notions have gained acceptance imong
Christians by the claim that they were
among the truths to be revealed in the
last days.
We should not ouestion the new
doctrine nor draw-back from this
advanced experience, they warn. The
Lord is getting His bride ready for the
marriage supper of the Lamb. We
should all yield to this new movement
of the Spirit. So they tell us.
But the Bible does not teach that
there will be new light and advanced
spiritual experiences in the latter days.
It teaches the exact opposite. Nothing
in Daniel or the New Testament Epistles
advocates the idea that we of the end
of the Christian era shall enjoy light
that was not known at its beginning.
Beware of any man who claims to be
wiser than the apostles or holier than
the martyrs of the early church. The
best way to deal with him is to leave
his presence. You cannot help him and
he surely cannot help you.
A true lover of God will be also a
lover of His Word. Anything that comes
to us from the God of the Word will
deepen our love for the Word of God.
If the new doctrine, the influence of
that new teacher, the new emotional
experience fills my heart with an avid
hunger to meditate in the Scriptures
day and night, I have every reason to
believe that God has spoken to my soul
and that my experience is genuine.
Conversely, if my love for the Scrip-
tures has cooled even a little, if my
eagerness to eat and drink of the in-
spired Word has abated bv as much as
one degree, I should humbiy admit that
I have missed God's signal somewhere
and frankly backtrack until I find the
true way once more.
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the Godhead bodily and that in all
things He must have the preeminence.
All this being true, it is clear that
He must stand at the center of all true
doctrine. Anything that makes Him
less than God must be rejected, no
matter how delightful or how satisfying
it may for the time seem to be.
Christ-less Christianity sounds con-
tradictory, but it exists. Much that is
being done in Christ's name is false to
Christ in that it is conceived by the
flesh, incorporates fleshly methods,
and seeks fleshly ends. Christ is men-
tioned from time to time in the same
way and for the same reason that a
self-seeking politician mentions Lincoln
and the flag, to provide a sacred front
for carnal activities and to deceive the
simplehearted listeners. But unless
Christ is central, the teaching is wrong.
Again, there are psychic experiences
that thrill the seeker and lead him to
believe that he has indeed met the t ord
and been carried to the third heaven.
But the true nature of the phenomenon
is discovered later when the face of
Christ begins to fade from the victim's
consciousness, and he comes to depend
more and more upon emotional jags as
a proof of his spirituality.
If on the other hand the new expe-
rience tends to make Christ indispens-
able, if it takes our interest off our feel-
Cnrrr, is mentioned
simplehearted listeners,
But unless Christ is
central, the teaching is
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What is the effect of this new rell-
gious experience on my selfJtfe?
The Holy Spirit and the fallen
human self are diametrically opposed.
"The flesh lusteth against" the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh: and
these are contrary the one to the other:
so that ye cannot do the things that ye
would" (Gal.5: l7).
Before the Spirit of God can work
creatively in our hearts He must con-
demn and slay the "flesh" within us;
that is, He must have our full consent
to displace our natural self with the
Person of Christ.
The Christian's attitude toward self
is an excellent est of the validity of his
religious experiences. Most of the
great masters of the deeper life have
warned against pseudo-religious expe-
riences that provide much carnal
enjoyment but feed the flesh and puff
up the heart with self-love.
A good rule is this: If this expe-
rience has given me a feeling of self-
satisfaction, it is false and should be
dismissed as emanating from self or
the Devil. Nothing that comes from
God will minister to mv nride or self-
congratulation. If I arntempted to be
complacent and to feel superior
because I have had a remarkable vision
or an advanced spiritual experience, I
should go at oncc to my knees and
repent of the whole thing. I have fallen
a victim to the enemy.
How does it affect my attitude
toward my fellow Christians?
Sometirnes an earnest Christian
will, after sornc remarkable spiritual
encounter, withdraw himself from his
fellow believers and develop a spirit of
faultfinding. He may be honestly con-
vinced that his experience is superior,
that he is now in an advanced state of
grace, and that the hoi polloi in the
church where he attends are but a
mixed multitude, and he alone is a true
son of Israel.
This is a dangerous state of mind,
and the more dangerous because it can
justify itself by the facts. The brother
has had a remarkable experience; he
has received some wonderful light; he
has entered into a joyous land unknown
to him before. And the orofessed Chris-
tians with whom he is acquainted are
worldly and dull and without spiritual
enthusiasm.
It is not that he is mistaken in his
facts that proves him to be in error, but
that his reaction to the facts is of the
flesh. His new spirituality has made
him less charitable. Any religious expe-
rience that fails to deepen our love for
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our fellow Christians may safely be
written off as spurious.
The apostle John says, "Beloved, let
us love one another: for love is of God;
and every one that loveth is born of
God, and knoweth God. He that loveth
not knoweth not God: for God is love"
(1 John 4:7-8).
Tii, new doctrine,
this new religious habit,
this new view of truth,
this new spiritual
experience-how has it
affected my attitude
toward Gd, Christ,
the Holy Scriptures, self,
other Christians,
the world, and sin?
By this sevenfold test
we may prove everything
religious and know
beyond a doubt whether
it is of Gd or not,
As we grow in grace we grow in
love toward all God's people. If we love
God we will love His children. All true
Christian experience will deepen our
love for other Christians.
Therefore we conclude that what-
ever tends to separate us from our
fellow Christians is not of God, but is
of the flesh or of the Devil. And con-
versely, whatever causes us to love the
children of God is likely to be of God.
"By this shall all men know that ye are
my disciples, if ye have love one to
another" (John l3:35).
How does it affect my relation and
attitude toward the world?
By "the world" I do not mean, of
course, the beautiful world God has
created. Neither do I mean the world
of lost men. Certainly any true touch
of God in the soul will deepen our
appreciation of the beauties of nature
and intensify our love for the lost. I
refer here to something else altogethqr.
It is the world of carnal enjoyments,
of godless pleasures, of the pursuit of
earthly riches and reputation and sinful
happiness. It carries on without Christ,
following the counsel of the ungodly
and being animated by the prince of
the power of the air, the spirit that
works in the children of disobedience
(Eph. 2:2).
It is, in short, unregenerate human
society romping on its way to hell, the
exact opposite of the true church of
God, which is a society of regenerate
souls going soberly but joyfully on
their way to heaven.
Any real work of God in our heart
will tend to unfit us for the world's
fellowship. "Love not the world, neither
the things that are in the world. If any
man love the world. the love of the
Father is not in him" (l John 2:15).
Any spirit that permits compromise
with the world is a false spirit. Any
religious movement that imitates the
world in any of its manifestations is
false to the Cross of Christ and on the
side of the Devil-regardless of how
much purring its leaders may do about
"accepting Christ" or "letting God run
your business."
What does it do to my attitude
toward sin?
The operation of grace within the
heart of a believing man will turn that
heart away from sin and toward holi-
ness. Grace is both negative and
positive. Negatively it teaches us to
deny ungodliness and worldly lusts.
Positively it teaches us to live soberly,
righteously, and godly in this present
world (Ti tus 2:11-13).
The honest person will find no
difficulty here. He has but to check his
own bent to discover whether he is
concerned about sin in his life more or
less since the supposed work of grace
was done. Anything that weakens his
hatred of sin may be identified imme-
diately as false to the Scriptures, to the
Saviour, and to his own soul.
Jesus warned, "There shall arise
false Christs, and false prophets, and
shall shew great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possible, they
should deceive the very elect." These
words describe our day too well to be
coincidental. We must test the spirits.
I Adapted from Man: The Dwelling
Place of God,by A. W. Tozer. Used by
permission of Christian Publications,
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania.
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I told the dying gnome. The
gnome lay in his own blood in the
Tomb of Horrors.
"You must learn not to try to assas-
sinate me," he said with a sneer.
Long and lanky Ron Carson did not
look Iike a fearsome Dungeon Master.
But he commanded respect from all
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his friends at an American high school
in Germany because of his conquests
in a fantasy role, playing a game that
has captivated nearly four million
players around the world-Dungeons
& Dragons.
Since it was first marketed in 1973,
D&D has been praised by some for
encouraging creative thinking and con-
demned by others for contributing to
epidemic suicide rates among youth.
Critics say it stimulates violent thoughts
and emphasizes unsavory characters
and self-aggrandizement.
The game is played with dice, vivid
imagination, and some loose guidelines.
A roll of dice determines a character.
It may be a druid, thief, magic user, or
other fantasy being. A more experienced
player, known as a Dungeon Master,
uses a detailed game manual to lead
players in a quest for power and trea-
iure while defeating adversaries uch
as monsters. The Dungeon Master
/ / \ I
designs the scenarios players must en-
counter. The game has no specific time
limit. Sessions have been known to last
for hours or days.
A spin-off of war games such as the
Battle of Gettysburg, D&D is played in
a make-believe world of magic, poly-
theism, reincarnation, and a brand of
morality that hedges on absolutes.
John Weldon and James Biornstad
report in Playing with Fire, that Gary
Gygax pioneered a game of swords and
sorcery. TSR Games, now TSR Hobbies
of Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, published
Gygax's game called the "Gieyhawk"
campaign and later the controversial
Dungeons & Dragons. Spokesman for
TSR Hobbies, Dieter Sturm, said fantasv
role-playing games of today are i
$96 million industrv.
"The game is built on several
elements: game play, fantasy, and
mythology," said Sturm, director of
corporate relations for TSR. "The game
theme is medieval." Carson, now an l8-
yearoldopponent of the game, says the
game's theme is most evil. "People used
to tell me not to play the game because
it's bad, but I said it's iust a same and
it's my choice. But I lii<ed thE power,,,
he added.
Carson spoke between bites as he
ate breakfast and explained his fasci-
nation with the game. He chugged a
continued on page 69
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Dear Reader,
My recent visit to South Africa resulted in wlnt Time magazine (September 2, 1985) called an "unholy
uproar." The report of my fact-finding mission has been received with mixed reaction. Some have
accused me of supporting a racist regime analogous to that of Adolf Hitler. Others have praised me for
allowing black leaders to speak who are not generally featured in the news.
The issue of South Africa is of great international consequence for the free world. Forced political
change could drive her into right-wing repressive reaction or into left-wing Communist domination, as
was the case with Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe, where a Communist dictatorship rules a three-party state,
and very little opposition to the government is tolerated.
Freedom is the real issue at stake in South Africa. Those in America who view the current unrest
there as simply a conflict between black and white are sadly naive about African internal affairs. The
balance of power is swinging away from the white government to a multiplicity of various peoples:
Indians, Asians, coloreds, urban blacks, and tribal blacks. There is no clear nonwhite consensus. Many
claim to "sp€ak" for various factions.
Country after country passes laws to enforce economic sanctions against South Africa. In the mean-
time Ethiopia is starving its people for political power. Ugandans continue to murder thousands of
Ugandans for political purposes. And the Soviet Union uses Siberia to silence dissenters. But where
are the headlines? The cries of outrage?
In reaction to the bias of the international media, who seem bent on casting this as a black vs. white
issue only, we offer the following special report on South Africa to help our readers better understand
the history, people, policies, and politics that make up South Africa today.
What do the people of South Africa really want? What steps of reform and progress have already
been made? What is the difference between coloreds and blacks? Why is the future of South Africa
important to us? What are the various black tribes and how do they differ from the urban blacks and
from each other? What positive hope is there for the future? I hope the following pages will help answer
some of these questions.
I urge all Americans to hear every side of these issues and call on Christians everywhere to pray for
South Africa. A large segment of the South African population, both blacks and whites, profess Christ as
their Saviour. We invite you with us to call the South African peoples from every faction to a National
Day of Prayer and Fasting. Jesus Christ is the true hope of the world, and He is the only hope for a
racially troubled nation.
I sincerely hope these articles will help promote peace and understanding in our time. I do not
pretend to have all the answers to this serious international problem, but I am committed to letting the
voices that have not been heard before speak now. May God grant us all the wisdom to seek His mercy
and justice for all mankind.
Sincerely,
7f +'1*'/Z-
Jerrv Falwell
Special Reportl rnn u,'rro,,D sronY
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on the many legitimate grievances
created by apartheid, unemployment,
and police confrontations.
MarxistJeaning organizations are
constantly creating violence and blood-
shed among the blacks of the country.
They are the true victims. The National
Party is in power, President P. W. Botha
is perceived by many nonwhites as at-
tempting to move his National Party
away from apartheid and toward a
consensus government where all South
Africans participate in the political
process. We left South Africa believing
this to be the case. Because of President
Botha's efforts toward reform and
democracy, his own National Party has
split. The extreme right wing is at-
tempting to oust Botha. For that reason,
President Botha must move carefully
toward accomplishing reforms-or
lose the presidency.
Sanctions against South Africans by
the United States and disinvestment by
American business will, in my judgment,
eliminate all leverage we might have
toward pressuring the Pretoria govern-
ment to abolish apartheid as rapidly as
politically possible. Worse than that, the
nonwhites, in unison, advised us that
sanctions and disinvestment would
cause unemployment among poor
blacks-which leads to starvation, vio-
lence, and bloodshed-while doing little
or nothing toward effecting change.
The nonwhites advised us that
Bishop Tutu and Reverend Allan Boesak
speak for the South African Council of
Churches (a part of the World Council
of Churches) and not for the majority
of the poor nonwhites of South Africa.
They are upset that the international
media go to those pastors when they
want to know what the blacks are
thinking rather than going to the people
$l|I
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to South Africa?
by lerry Falwell
1f\ n August 14, nine pastors and
I I relisious Ieaders left New
I -
\., York for South Africa on a
fact-finding mission. Each one of us
vehemently opposes the repressive
policy of apartheid-and said so repeat-
edly to every person and group we met.
We did not talk in advance with the
American or South African govern-
Why Did We Go themselves. They spoke at the very realrisk of losing their homes, their families,and their lives to terrorists.
The other pastors and I returned
from South Africa with certain deter-
minations for becoming part of the so-
lution in this troubled nation. We must
first organize a massive prayer effort
for South Africa, calling on Americans
to pray daily for all South Africans. In
obedience to I Timothy 2:1-2, we must
also pray for the leadership in South
Africa. Every member of the Pretoria
government needs the leading of the
Spirit of fu in making proper decisions
and taking bold, responsible action to-
Sanctions against
South Africans
by the United States
will eliminate all
Ieverage we might have,
ward guaranteeing freedom and demo-
cratic opportunities forall citizens there.
Each American must communicate
with his U.S. senators and congressmen
to urge them to oppose disinvestment
that would only hurt the poor and needy
nonwhites of South Africa. Finallv. we
should, if possible, investin South Africa,
because this inevitably improves the
standard of living for nonwhites there.
Now is not the time to turn our
backs on South Africa. The world has
witnessed the Soviets capture nation
after nation. They have been particu-
larly aggressive in Africa. South Africa
must not be the next victim!
ments. We wanted to find out the facts
for ourselves with no political pressure
being imposed upon us. We went to
South Africa to determine how Amer-
ican Christians could best accomplish
three goals: bring an expeditious end
to apartheid; provide humanitarian and
spiritual help to the suffering nonwhites
of South Africa; and prevent the fall of
South Africa to the Soviet orbit. We
found that South Africa does, indeed,
oDerate a raciallv unfair social and
pblitical system ialled apartheid.
South Africa is torn bv civil unrest,
instigated primarily by Communist-
sponsored people who are capitalizing
I
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reform-not apartheid-is now their
policy.
A far-right contingent of the ruling
party wants to take over and repeal all
the advances that have been made. If
P. W. Botha is thrown out by that hard-
line faction, we will see a situation far
worse than today's.
Q: What of Tutu: What exactly is
his position?
A: At one point he has said that
violence is never acceptable. At another
point he said violence may be the only
solution, or that it is inevitable, or even
that he may ultimately have to support
violence. The South African leadership
claims to be Christian; they claim to
believe in God, to love Jesus Christ,
and I think that appeals made to them
on that basis have a far greater possi-
bility of achieving success than the
drum-beating by the t eft in this country.
We seem to forget our own history.
We spent 180 years denying civil rights
to our black population, and now, with
laws only 20 years old on the books-
the 1964-65 Civil Rights Acts-we
presumptuously impose all of our great
wisdom and experience on a govern-
ment that has only been around since
1 9 1 0 .
Q: What is Mandela's goal for
South Africa?
A: Violent revolution and over-
throw. He told John and me that he
would not be out of prison 24 hours
before he would engage again in violent
revolution. He said Communism is bet-
ter than the current system because
Communism is color blind, to which
John and I replied later, "Yes, only
Communism is an equal opportunity
oppressor."
Q: What advice would you give
the American public?
A: I would just warn people to
always be suspicious of what they see
on television. A lot of good Conser-
vatives I know have fallen into the trap
of trying to demonstrate their broad-
mindedness by taking up the chant
against South Africa. We all think
apartheid is terrible, but I think that
continued pressure, along with main-
taining the country's economic stability,
is the key to bringing about change.
Angela Hunt
Cal Thomas
on South Africa
Observations from Cal Thomas, syn-
dicated columnist for the Los Angeles
Tlmes.
Q: What was the greatest oppor-
tunity of your recent trip to South
Africa?
A: To again prove that the Ameri-
can press has had a one-dimensional
view of that troubled nation. We were
able to talk to many people who do not
share the views of those whom the
press and many Liberal politicians say
are the true spokesmen for the non-
white population.
Secondly, it was a treat to talk to
Nelson Mandela, the imprisoned ter-
rorist who has not seen a journalist in
eight years. John lofton of the Washing-
ton Times and I were able to identify
him and some of his followers for what
thev clearlv are-Marxists.
- 
Q: f,Vhat is the greatest misunder-
standing being promoted about South
Africa?
A: Obviously apartheid is a terrible
thing. Most Americans view South
Africa from their experience with our
black population. The difference is
that black Americans have an identical
language and similar cultural and
religious backgrounds, while in South
Africa there are 10 black tribes, most
of which are in constant conflict with
one another. They speak different lan-
guages, have different religions, and
come from different cultural back-
grounds. Add to that the rest of the
nonwhite community which includes
coloreds, or mixed-race South Africans;
the Indians or Orientals; and the mi
nority whites; and you have a virtually
impossible situation. But we think the
white government realizes it needs to
continue to change if the country is to
remain free.
Q: What do the majority of black
South Africans want?
A: I think the majority of black
South Africans want the same thing
that the majority in the Soviet Union
and in any other country want-peace,
freedom, and economic prosperity.
Peace, the absence of conflict; freedom,
including the freedom to worship God
as they see fiq and the ability to earn
a living to feed themselves and their
families. That is true of any nation.
f f co**unism takes
over in south Africa the
oppression will be
greater than
under apartheid,
Certainly black South Africans are
behind in the economic area, but more
of them are working there than in
Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, and Mozambique.
If Communism takes over in South
Africa the oppression will be greater
than under apartheid. Communism
discriminates against everybody.
Q: What keeps South Africa from
achieving peace and prosperity?
A: Unquestionably, apartheid has
been a major factor. However, calls for
disinvestment by the United States
were universally condemned among
the people we spoke to. Blacks with
whom we spoke believe they will be the
first to lose their jobs if disinvestment
occurs. Since there is no welfare system
in South Africa, they fear severe un-
employment and perhaps starvation.
We spoke to people at the highest
levels of sovernment who said that
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American Journalists
and South Africa-
There They Go Again!
n eople are forever warning
It others not to become paranoid,
I to avoid seeing a conspiracy
where only circumstances exist; and,
my favorite, never to ascribe to cunning
what may be adequately explained by
ignorance or stupidity.
Such advice could even be applicable
to the national media's current treat-
ment of South Africa, except that the
writers cranking out the wire dispatches
from South Africa, and the local news-
paper and television types who hang
headlines on those dispatches, are not
fools. Most are reasonably intelligent
people who know what is fact and
what is hype. In short, these people
usually say exactly what they intend
to say. They are, to put it simply,
wordsmiths.
F}'
I o the national media,
racism has become far
more abhorrent than
Communist errorism.
They know how to be objective (or
not)on any given subject. Why then is
much of what is being written and said
about South Africa blatantly false-
either in content or tone or both?
A sort of selective moral outrage
seems to emanate from most of tf,ejournalists covering that troubled na-
tion. To the national media. racism has
become far more abhorrent than Com-
munist terrorism, live burnings, and
genocide. Denying the vote has become
worse than denying whole populations
the right to live. Segregated living laws
are far more abominable than what the
Soviets are doing in Afghanistan, the
Cubans in Central America, and the
Sandinistas to the Miskito Indians.
Racism in any form is evil. The
denial of civil rights in South Africa is
wrong. But how can the United States
media and members of the U.S. Con-
gress become more outraged over
these inequities than over Communist
terrorism and aggression?
charity in the name of erasing racial
inequity in South Africa.
The conscious or unconscious deci-
sion on the part of journalists dealing
with South Africa not to reveal the
sponsorship, connections, and allies of
so-called "anti-apartheid" church
leaders and organizations and "multi-
racial" organizations in South Africa
smacks of a strategy of premeditated
disinformation. The decision of local
editors and television producers to
hang headlines on such dispatches like
"Anti-Apartheid Leaders Jailed," aids
and abets the misinforming process.
The American people have a right
to know that South Africa has become
a football between Communistic forces
and the government in Pretoria. They
have a right to a balanced treatment of
this emotional and controversial issue.
In short, Americans need more light
and less heat on this subject.
But the U.S. media, like a wolf pack
in full cry, continue their headlong
pursuit of the Botha government while
YY ho will be the next
voice to demonstrate the
courage to speak out in a
reasoned manner?
ignoring the murderous atrocities of
the Communists in South Africa and so
many other neighboring countries on
that continent,
Recently Jerry Falwell challenged
other religious leaders and the national
media by asking who would be the next
voice to demonstrate the courage to
swim against the current and speak
out in a reasoned manner asainst the
hysterical hypocrisy being [eaped on
this friendly and strategic ally of the
United States.
Until responsible and courageous
journalists begin to return ethics and
professionalism to their reporting on
South Africa, the American media will,
consciously or unconsciously, continue
to serve as willing dupes of the Soviet
master planners.
Ronald S. Godwin, executive vice
presldent of Moral Majority Foundation.
Something is sadly out of balance
in the stories coming out of South
Africa. If the media have their way, the
South African economy will collapse,
the black majority there will waste
themselves in tribal warfare, and the
Communist strategists working their
master plan to take over that nation
will succeed.
A recent Sunday morning headline
in the local Lynchburg News and Daily
Advance offers an excellent example of
th is  b iased journa l i sm:  "ANTI -
APARTHEID LEADERS JAILED."
That headline graced an Associated
Press wire story about the continued
violence in South Africa, Later in the
piece, the reader learned that the jailed
"anti-apartheid leaders" were leaders
of a multiracial organization called the
United Democratic Front. That certainly
sounds nice. but the reader was not
told that the United Democratic Front
is sponsored by Communistic forces
and other groups who openly advocate
the violent overthrow of the South
African government and the killing of
white South Africans and their children.
Another group, the African National
Congress, was also mentioned without
full descriptive comment. The ANC
airs radio programs from Communist
Ethiooia that teach how to build home-
madgbombs and steal weapons to be
used against whites. The ANC takes
credit for burning people alive and car-
rying on other wonderful works for
I
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The election of P. W. Botha as
Prime Minister in 1978 brousht about
a drastic change. In a l2-piint plan,
Botha rejected the concept of the white
supremacy and promised to promote
the acceptance of a multinational
society, consolidation of the black
national homelands, abolition of dis-
criminatory measures, and the creation
of a constellation of South African
states. He canceled the town of Soweto's
$9 million debt to the government and ini-
tiated an immediate government-funded
building program for black townships.
The government created separate
houses of Parliament for coloreds and
Indians, abandoned its law forbiddine
interracial marriages, and relaxed iti
"petty apartheid" practices, such as
segregation in parks, post offices, and
bars. Despite the image created by the
international media, Botha is the most
progressive and moderate leader the
government has had in recent years.
Shortly after his inauguration as
president in September 1984, Botha
said, "My government will continue to
create, on the basis of consultation and
negotiation, a framework within which
cooperation with Black States, both in-
dependent and self-governing, can take
place. Furtherrnore, means will have to
be found to enable black communities
outside the independent and self-
governing states to participate in
political decision-making in matters
affecting their interests. Thus we must
continue to build on the foundations
which were laid by the establishment
of black local authorities."
The South African govemment fears
that by moving too fast the country will
fall into the hands of the nation's black
majority-a majority that is under-
educated, unskilled, hostile toward
whites, and influenced by Marxist-
Communist organizations. Such a
move, the government maintains,
would destroy the nation's political,
social, and economic stability. The na-
tion would then fall into the hands of
Communist aggressors.
But if the South African govern-
ment moves too slowlv, the results
could be the same.
Ed Hindson
and reacted strongly against British in-
fluence after the war. In 1948 a new
government headed by D. F. Malan
came to power and began a program
of legislative reform to perpetuate the
separateness ("apart-ness")
of the population. In an
effort to protect the politi-
cal rights and control of
the white minority apart-
heidwas made an official
government policy. Sepa-
ration of whites, coloreds,
blacks, and Indians was
enforced by the courts.
The blacks were subject
to "pass laws" restricting
their movements, to limit-
ed taxation, and to other
checks on their liberties.
Among other things,
apartheid laws denied nonwhites the
right to vote for white representatives;
made marriages and unions out of
wedlock between whites and nonwhites
unlawful; reserved particular types of
jobs for whites; enforced segregation
in buses, trains, post offices, and other
public places; and divided towns into
zones in which members of only one
race could own or conduct business.
As a result, whites and nonwhites
rarely met-except as masters and ser-
vants. For the next 30 years the National
Party continued its apartheid policies
despite objections from blacks and
whites alike. During the sixties and
seventies violence erupted and spread
to the industrialized cities as blacks
began to assert their racial identity.
Apartheid-
The Custom That
Must Change
Government housing outside Johannesburg.
any people have no idea what
the word apartheid means,
even though apartheid (racial
separation) lies at the crux of the South
African dispute. Confusion abounds.
But this confusion does not negate the
importance of the South African debate.
Throughout South Africa's history
the white minority lived as an enclave
unto itself, coexisting with the various
black tribes who remained settled in
their "homelands" under the rule of
various tribal chiefs. As more blacks
moved to the cities, seeking employ-
ment, social intercourse between blacks
and whites increased. Prompted largely
by fear of an overwhelming black and
nonwhite population, the government
began to pass racially restricting laws.
In an effort to protect the black home-
lands from white encroachment, the
Native Trust and Land Act was passed
in 1936, providing for the purchase of
additional land to be held in trust for
the blacks and to guarantee more living
space for their growing population.
The law also forbade whites to purchase
land that was held in trust for blacks.
Initially this step was viewed as a hu-
manitarian effort to benefit all peoples
of South Africa.
But a new wave of Afrikaner patrio-
tism and nationalism swept the country
during the voortrekker centennial in
1938 and continued through the World
War II years. The Afrikaners held a
clear majority of the white population
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Comments
from the
Fact-Finding
Team
"We are totally opposed to apart-
heid, but we are also opposed to put-
ting sanctions on a people, consequently
hurting the people we want to help and
opening the door to a Communist
takeover."
-8, G. Robertson, Pastor
New Testament Baptist Church
Hialeah, Florida
"Before going I couldn't under-
stand why the government didn't make
some immediate changes for the black
man of Africa. After visiting with black
leaders in Africa I discovered how
complex the problem is and how the
average black person feels the problem
of apartheid should be resolved-not
through violence or disinvestment, but
through negotiations with the existing
South African government."
-Jerry Prevo, Pastor
Anchorage baptist Temple
Anchorage, Alaska
"South Africans requested that we
share this special prayer request from
our brothers and sisters in South Africa:
'Tell our Christian brothers and sisters
in America to pray for South Africa.
We are your friends. We need the friend-
ship and support of America. Please
pray for the Christian church and God's
people in South Africa.'
"Not only is the political, social,
and economic situation in South Africa
a concern, but also the tremendous
influence of Christianity on that
continent."
-Ron Adrian, Pastor
First Baptist Church
New Castle, Delaware
"It was good to know that reform
is a policy of the government and is
becoming more and more a reality. The
Marxist influence with the South
African Council of Churches and others
is creating much of the problem. If not
stopped it will bring about a revolution
and a Communist akeover of another
African nation. We must not let this
happen."
-Lavern Butler, Pastor
N in th&OBapt is tChurch
Louisville, Kentucky
Organizations
Affecting
South African Life
Afrlcan National Congress, led by
Nelson Mandela and Oliver Tambo, an
outlawed organization that promotes
the violent overthrow of the existing
government. Its Marxistoriented strat-
ery is to make the townships "ungovern-
able" by promoting riots and destroy-
ing those who support the government.
The ANC is partly funded by Moscow.
Unlted Democratlc Front (an arm of
the ANC), the largest multiracial orga-
nization opposing apartheid. Has 1.5
million members formed by combining
600 political and community organiza-
tions. This militant organization recently
orchestrated the school bovcotts that
made the headlines as hundreds of
students were arrested.
Azanlan People's Organlzatlon, better
known as AZAPO, would exclude whites
from any role in the future of South
Africa. Its commandos have been ac-
cused of attacking UDF forces.
Inkantha, the political organization led
by Zulu Chief Buthelezi opposes the
UDF and the ANC.
Natlonallst Party, the ruling white
political power that also controls the
military.
Reconstltuted Nattonal Party, the far-
right political faction that wants to
maintain apartheid policies and split
from the Nationalist Party.
TransAfi:lca, the lobbying group based
in Washington, D.C., that has orches-
trated protest in front of the South
African embassy. The organization is
led by Randall Robinson. It is con-
sidered to be "leftist" in political
philosophy.
MI{E
The fact-findins team meets with members
of the Executive Council of Soweto.
"It was an eye-opening experience
to see firsthand the true condition in
South Africa. Americans have been
receiving a distorted picture. It is a
country that has made remarkable
progress in the granting of equal rights
for all citizens, particularly in the past
six years.
"The whole world needs to be pa-
tient with the Botha government and
give them time to make the changes
that they have assured us they are going
to make."
-Don George, Pastor
Calvary Temple
Irving, Texas
"A lot of people want to bring South
Africa to its knees economically. If this
is done, it will bring more chaos and
bloodshed and be an open door for
Communists to rally support. I was
convinced the American press is not
accurate in its reporting."
-Marvin Rickard, Pastor
Los Gatos Christian Church
Los Gatos, California
"The most important aspect was to
hear and see firsthand and to secure
by video the opinions of the South
African people. People can question
our veracity, but it is difficult to argue
with the people in South Africa who
are stating their views. This is proof-
positive that we need to follow a new
course of action."
-Ben Armstrong, Director
National Religious Broadcasters
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of this society participating in the
political process?
Botha: Yes. We are in the closest
cooperation with elected and other
leaders of the different population
groups considering structures and
ways and means to make it possible for
all civilized people and all other people
who are being educated and developed
to take part in their own af-
fairs, and in matters of com-
mon concern, for the benefit
of the whole of South Africa.
Falwell: And finallv, Mr.
President, we have heard
many nonwhites make the
statement that while apart-
heid, segregation as we know
it in America, is a social
reality in this country at this
time, it is now no longer the
official policy of your govern-
ment and it is headed for
extinction.
Botha: I don't believe in
destroying or taking away
the rights of people. I believe
in this policy of reform and
development and renewal, and I believe
in increasing the principles of civilized
standards.
ing and furthering the interests of
Christianity. We state so in our con-
stitution and we live according to that.
We fail as human beings, but we have
never rejected the human dignity under
God, and we will continue as we did in
the past to work for civilized standards.
Falwell: Mr. President, I heard you
say just moments ago that you consider
all South Africans and all human beings
An Interview
with President
P.W. Botha
Falwell: Mr. President, the United
States Senate is proposing a vote shortly
on sanctions against South Africa, and I
would like to give you an op-
portunity to speak about your
feelings on that kind of action.
Botha: I believe that any
successful application of the
policy of disinvestment would
have catastrophic results for
the people whom the United
States wishes to develop in
South Africa. The Republic
of South Africa is not only
important to its citizens, it is
important to its neighbors.
More than one and a half
million of them have flocked
into our country over the
past number of years to
come and seek work in the
Republic of South Africa. So
we are important to our neighbors.
Secondly, the Republic of South Africa
is a Christian country. We are develop-
President P.W. Botha and Rev. Jerry Falwell discussing changes
in government policy and apartheid.
equal. As a Christian, you respect hat
dignity. Is it the intent of this govern-
ment to eventually have every member
Claiborne Calls
for Conciliation
Iay Claiborne is the national
director of the Black Silent
Majority Committee, a nation-
wide patriotic and educational orsani-
zation. He was the first black iews
broadcaster in America. Having visited
South Africa three times since 1979.
Claiborne spoke from experience during
a recent interview. Asked why the media
are so anti-South Africa, he replied: "I
think mainly because the media do
not travel the country. They get into the
metropolitan areas and unfortunately
they always see South Africa as they
see America, and there's no comparison.
Most of the world is against apartheid.
There has to be a solution to the prob-
lem,[but itis not through disinvestrnent].
I think conciliation-peaceful, orderly
discussion and negotiation-will lead
to the elimination of the race problem
in South Africa.
"If, by some miracle, you could
move away all of the white South
Africans, and leave the concern of ad-
ministering the country to the l0 tribes
there, you would start a bloodbath that
would probably last for the next 100
years. The problem is tribal loyalties.
These tribes are fighting right now-
they're warring against each other."
Such occurrence is common in
other countries around South Africa.
Claiborne continued, "All you've got to
look at is Zimbabwe, former Rhodesia
-[between] 37,000 and 47,000 deaths
from tribal wars since Mugabe has
been in. Everybody knows the story of
Uganda. Three hundred thousand
blacks killed by blacks."
In the last year, of the 600 deaths
in the South African turmoil, over half
have been attributed to black against
black conflict.
Asked what he believed the effects
of disinvestment would be on South
Africa, Claiborne responded: "The
work force there is mainly black and
they need the jobs. Now you don't give
a guy liberty, justice, and democracy
by starving him, and this is what dis-
investment would do." Gl"nou Fields
?,
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The Call
for Sanctions
What Do the People
of South Africa
Really Want?
ations have altered, and re-
altered, their policies toward
South Africa, to force the
country to abandon its apartheid prac-
tices and restructure its government.
The media quote black-leaders like
pishop Tutu and Allan Boesak, calling
for disinvestment, but is that what the
"Driovestment would
nultlply a billion.fold the
unfortunate rauma that
this country has been
expertencing,"
-Solldari ty leader Reddy
majority of blacks and others really
want?
The following comments were made
by elected black officials from Soweto,
and others who were interviewed on
"Jerry Falwell Live."
Carter Ebrahim, Colored House of
Representatives leader, said, "The high
priests of disinvestment have achieved
a measure of success, certainly because
this is the fashionable thins to do.
Nelson Botile, center, member of the Executive Council of Soweto.
Their motives are totally transparent.
[They are] polishing up their imiges for
possible future public office. There's
another aspect of disinvestment hat
seems to be lost upon the advocates
and the protagonists of disinvestment.
That is that its origins are Communistic.
The purpose is to create chaos, and
that is what a successful disinvestment
campaign will bring about-to create
chaos as a result of economic ollapse.
Everybody knows that chaos is the
springboard for a Communist akeover.,,
Oscar Dhlomo, secretary general of
KwaZulu, said, "I want to see a situa-
tion where investments in this countrv
are accelerated so that there is economit
growth, because from economic growth
you will be able to address the very
serious [problems] in the social life oi
this nation. Many black people are un-
housed. We have a backlog ineducation.
We need trained black people, because
in the turn of this century it is black
people who will be a very vital part in
the economic life of South Africi. How
can they do that if they are not trained?
That is where countries like
America could be helpfulJ'
The chairman of Soweto's
Executive Council, Letsatsi
Radebe, said, "I would like to
give you the position of this
Soweto Council. We are not part
of the government here. We are
here as independent men who
always submit our decision to
the government. Ever since the
new government of P. W. Botha
[took over] he brought about
a new dispensation whereby
the blacks in urban areas ar-e
racist policies of this
countty than a vote
for disinvestment."
-Chrtsfiaan Barnard
I honestly believe
that a vote
for investment will do
much more to change the
Christiaan Barnard, M.D., who performed
the world's first heart transplant.
Rev. Jerry Falwell and Carter Ebrahim, Colored
House of Representatives Leader.
permanent lcitizens]. And beine made
permanent, they will, as time [o"r o.t
or even next year, have their rights to
own their houses and so on.
Radebe added, "Now when it comes
to the question of American disinvest-
ment, no sane man who is responsible
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Fby a process of revolution, irre-
spective of the consequences, are
prepared to have ashes [rather]
than what they've got,"
Dr. Christiaan Barnard, who
performed the world's first heart
transplant, shared his comments.
"I honestly believe that a vote for
investment will do much more to
change the racist policies of this
country than a vote for disinvest-
ment. You know why the black
people are so unhappy? It's partly
due to the political inequality,
but also partly due to the fact that they
Dr. J.N. Reddy, leader of the Solidarity Party
of the House of Delegates, right.
Letsatsi Radebe, Chairman, Executive
Council, Soweto, left.could ever advocate such a stand. But
a man who's got a big banking account
[may] advocate that policy because he's
got a lot of money and is responsible
to nobody."
Edward Kunene, mayor of Soweto,
explained, "We are really against it
[disinvestment]. Now we are very much
disappointed that Americans are taking
up this disinvestment against us. They
are not taking up disinvestment on the
whites or the South African government.
Nobody can bring South Africa to its
knees on disinvestment. Instead of that,
they are killing us. In the future we'll
call the Americans murderers in South
Africa."
Nelson Botile, a member of the Ex-
ecutive Council of Soweto added, "But
the solution is here, gentlemen, that
the American companies must invest
their money in South Africa. And while
investing their money in South Africa,
they must also try and dictate terms to
their government. The terms are:
government must change, The govern-
ment must accept a political change.
Then, in that way, the Americans shall
have done something."
Mayor Kunene went on to explain,
"We blacks in South Africa are no
Ionger being dictated to by the white
minority. We've got these radicals who
are calling us puppets, stooges, sell-
outs. We are not sellouts. Instead, we
are helping our people. Nobody's going
to help the black people in South Africa
except we in authority."
J.N, Reddy, leader of the Solidarity
Party of the House of Delegates aid,
"Disinvestment would multiply a billion-
fold the unfortunate trauma that this
country has been experiencing. Those
people who want to change South Africa
The People Shaping Life in South Africa
Pleter Botha, sworn in as president of
South Africa in September 1984. The
most progressive white leader ever on
issues of apartheid reform.
Nelson Mandela, the jailed ANC leader
who has been in prison for 23 years for
terrorist activity. In a recent interview
he told columnist Cal Thomas that
there was "no room for peaceful strug-
gle" in South Africa.
Allan Boesak, a colored minister of the
Dutch Reform Church. Patron of the
70 million-member World Alliance of
Reformed Churches. Associated with
the World Council of Churches. Presi
dent of the militant UDF. Recently
Boesak was arrested for inciting riots
calling for Mandela's release. Time
magazine (August 5, 1985) noted that
"Boesak has called on Christians to
pray for the downfall of a government
that he says is run by'the spiritual
children of Hitler."'
Chief Gatsha Buthelezl, the hereditary
head of the Zulus (believed by the 6
million Zulu tribesmen to be leader of
South African blacks). He recently said
that violence by blacks against blacks
is the major obstacle to ending apart-
heid. As an avid opponent of apartheid,
he is hated by some whites and con-
sidered a white collaborator by some
blacks. In the interest of his people he
supports foreign investors and op-
poses U.S. sanctions.
Desmond Tutu, the Anglican bishop of
Johannesburg. Winner of the Nobel
Peace Prize. In 1978 he was named
general secretary of the South African
Council of Churches.
Roelof F. (Plk) Botha, Foreign Minister
of South Africa. An influential force for
reform.
Oliver Tambo, exiled president of the
ANC, Closely aligned with the Soviet
Union.
Cyril Ramaphosa leads the powerful
black 100,000-member National Union
of Mineworkers.
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have no food in their stomachs, and
they have no shelter over their heads,
and they cannot provide for their
families. I mean. if a man has food in
his stomach and he feels satisfied. then
Fighting
Back
on
SouthAfrica
ffi t is just possible that Jerry Falwell,
ffi bV his timely intervention, will
.&, manage to derail the great loco-
motive of Liberal criticism that has
recently dominated all discussions of
South Africa and its problems.
Mr. Falwell not only has the guts to
speak the truth on this subject, but
commands national attention when he
speaks it. As a result, his statements
during and after his recent visit to
South Africa clashed oddlv with the
coordinated rhythms of the anti-South
Africa lobby. It was as if somebody had
suddenly blown a blast on a tuba in the
middle of a string quartet.
Interestingly, Mr. Falwell's com-
ments parallel almost exactly certain
points I made in a column in mid-
March, just after my own most recent
trip to South Africa. I reported, for ex-
ample, that the South African govern-
ment, far from standing pat, was "mov-
ing so rapidly" toward reform on the
racial front that it was in danger of
fracturing its own (white) political
base. Mr. Falwell similarly confirmed
that South Africa is "making progress"
toward reform, and pointed out that if
President Botha "moves so rapidly that
he leaves his constituency behind" he
will probably be replaced by someone
less willing to accept changes.
I wrote in March that I had "not
found a single responsible South African
-left, right, or center, white, black, or
'colored"'-who favored disinvestment
by American corporations. Mr. Falwell
told a press conference in Pretoria that
"I have yet to find one person-black,
colored, white, or Indian-who wants
disinvestment."
I advised readers of my March col-
umn that "Bishop Desmond Tutu cuts
a much smaller swath in South Africa
than he does in the United States." Ar-
riving back in Washington, Mr. Falwell
told reporters that, in depicting himself
as a representative spokesman for
South African blacks, "Bishop Tutu is
a phony-period."
Why do you suppose Mr. Falwell's
observations are almost identical with
mine? The answer is simple: these are
the facts about South Africa most viable
to any American who goes there and
looks at the situation without beine
blinded by a determination to topplE
the present government as soon as
possible, whatever the cost.
The average American can hardly
be expected to know-certainly the
Liberal media haven't told him-that
early this year the South African govern-
ment invited all elements of black opin-
ion not committed to violence to par-
ticipate in a national convention to
discuss ways and means of bringing
the country's blacks into its political
processes.
Nor have our media pointed out
that the recent outbursts of black
violence against blacks are the work of
revolutionaries bent on terrorizins
those who favor a peaceful compromisE
with the country's whites.
The significance of Mr. Falwell's
move is that he has the communication
facilities and organizational infrastruc-
ture to do battle with the Liberal nro-
paganda machine on its own terms. It
calls for disinvestment; very well, he
will call for increased investment in
U.S. companies that do business in
South Africa. It calls for bannins the
sale of Krugerrands, he will urge hit
followers to buy Krugerrands.
President Reagan, who also knows
the true situation in South Africa, is
reportedly very much inclined to veto
the bill, now working its way through
Congress, which would impose punitive
economic sanctions on that country.
The question has been whether theie
are enough votes in either house of
Congress to prevent a veto from being
overridden. With Liberal opinion in-
flamed on the issue and no equivalent
pressure on the other side, it seemed
unlikely. But Jerry Falwell has changed
all that, and it now appears quite possi
ble that enough spines can be stiffened,
at least in the Senate, to give truth,
common sense, and men of good will
one more chance in South Africa.
William Rusher, publisher oI Natlonal
Revlew and nationally syndicated
columnist. Reprlnted by permission of
Newspaper Enterpr{se Assoclation, Inc.
Edward Kunene, Mayor, Soweto.
"No* we are very
much disappointed
that Americans are
taking up this
disinvestment
against us,"
-Soweto's Mayor
Kunene
he's not so intent to burn down
somebody's house."
Commenting on the internal turmoil
of South Africa, Letsatsi Radebe said,
"In South Africa here, we've got polit-
ical organizations that are operating
outside the government. These organi-
zations are the organizations which are
fighting us as people. [They call us]
sellouts, connivers with the sovernment
against he black man. But-those orga-
nizations represent nobody; they are
responsible to nobody. But we in the
council here, we are responsible to the
people in the community."
Radebe specifically linked the prob-
lems to the South African Council of
Churches, accusing them of financially
supporting organizers of the terrorist
activities of blacks against blacks.
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country-one citizenship, common
citizenship. We're not going to force
homelands to accept independence
anymore. We were accused of carving
up South Africa. We now say that
unless black communities want it [in-
dependencel themselves, they remain
South African citizens. And those citi
zens will participate in decisions affect-
ing the country as a whole. It is as
simple and straightforward as that.
Falwell: Mr. Minister, what is the
ultimate problem sanctions could
cause in this country?
Botha: If sanctions are successfully
implemented, millions of black Africans
will suffer tremendously. It will be
catastrophic to them. Their wages
would end. They would have no food.
We would have to send back hundreds
and thousands of workers. We now
have a million and a half foreign black
workers. lSome who]even illegally, at
the risk of being arrested, flock to this
"horrible racial cauldron" that the
United States Congress wants to punish.
Here they earn wages, they get training,
they get medical services. From here
they return, and back home they might
be feeding up to 6 or 7 million people
lwith those wages]. So it's not just a
question of robbing, of taking away the
wages of black people. You're going to
take away the food, the livelihood of
millions of people in our neighboring
states.
Falwell: In a number of places
throughout South Africa, Mr. Minister,
I have heard it said that the West,
whether wittingly or unwittingly, has
been doing the work of Moscow.
Botha: No question about it. It is
astonishing.
Falwell Mr. Minister, if South Africa
should fall, would we have then a replay
of Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Ethiopia?
Botha: No. far worse. All of West
Africa would fall. You would never get
Moscow out of this part of the world
again, You would have dug your own
grave. You would have brought the
whole of the Western world closer to
enslavement.
Foreign Minister
Botha Seeks
Reason and Reform
Foreign Minbter Roelof F. (Pik)Botha
is supporting his country's established
program of reform. On "lerry Falwell
Live" he gal)e a personal perspective of
the real issues af-t'ecting South Afica.
Falwell: Mr. Minister, someone has
said President P. W. Botha has brought
about more reform in South Africa
than all the administrations prior to
him. What have been those reforms?
Botha: Unquestionably. In his time-
and he has not been prime minister
and president that long-we have seen
some very major changes in removing
discriminatory measures based on color,
the latest being withdrawal of the so-
called "morality" act which prevented
sexual relations across the color line.
He has recalled under his leadership
the Prevention of Mixed Marriages Act.
Major changes in legislation allow
mixed trade unions. Blacks can now
organize and bargain as in most indus-
trialized countries in the world, which
is completely different from the rest of
Africa where trade unions do not exist
because African leaders do not allow
the opposition inherent in trade unions.
We have integrated sports completely.
We have committed ourselves to the
removal of wage differences. In other
words, a man is paid according to his
job. That's a government commitment,
Falwell: Mr. Minister, I heard a
nonwhite person say today that apart-
heid is no longer the official policy of
this administration but rather that
reform is. Is that a true statement?
Botha: No question about it. People
who live in this country know that.
Reform is not in doubt in this country
any more. As a matter of fact, ironically,
the violence in some parts of our coun-
try, in my opinion, is the clearest proof
that the reform is real. Throughout
human history, it seems to be the case
that at the moment reform starts, you
must deal with violence. And unless
you can control it, it gets out of hand
and the result is far worse than before
the reform started.
Up to now, whenever we announced
reform, or structures, they were either
ridiculed or we were told "too little too
late." Now this time the president did
exactly what black leadership has been
asking for-and that is: "Do not make
laws for us. Do not draw the blueprint
and then confront us with it. Do it with
us." Now the state president was doing
exactly this. Categorically he stated
that we have learned this lesson, and
we are now going to work with black
leadership-we're not going to pre-
scribe. We're prepared to give, and we
believe there will be give and take.
Falwell: As you see it then, the
black population, the Indians, the col-
oreds, will be participating in the
political process?
Botha: No doubt about it. That is
accepted. This is the major step. You
can imagine [what that means] in this
country. We settled here about the
same time you did in America, the only
difference being that in our case the
Dutch East India Company did not en-
courage immigration. In your case it
did. Otherwise we might have been 100
million whites today, and you might
have been 4 million Americans against
perhaps 30 million red Indians. But be
that as it may, that's the way the cookie
crumbled in history. Never south of
the Limpopo River, which is our north-
ern front here, has a white government
in power in this country accepted this
principle. That's why we said there can
be no turning back now. We must
move forward.
We've accepted the principle that
blacks will remain citizens of this
lO Fundomentolist Journol-Speciol Report
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South Africa:
A Land of Diversity Portuguese
Discovery and
Dutch Settlement
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t bout the time Columbus dis-
II covered America, the uncharted
4 I coast of southern Africa was
discovered by two Portuguese xplorers.
Bartholomew Diaz reached the Cape of
Good Hope in 1488, and Vasco Da Gama
went around the Cape in 1497 on his
way to the Malabar coast of India.
For over a century Portuguese ships
braved the "sea of storms" to round
the Cape with their cargoes from the
East. However, they made no attempt
to settle the continent, for it seemed to
offer nothing of value. Not until 1652
did Jan van Riebeeck and some 90
Dutch colonists settle at Table Bay to
serve as an outpost for passing Dutch
trade ships.
That community became Cape
Town, and settlers turned to farming
and raising families. Children born on
the African continent were called
Afrikaners. Later German Protestants
and French Huguenots increased the
Caucasian population. The story of
whites in South Africa had besun.
Skyline of the modern city of Johannesburg
/\ onfused about the South African
I dispute? Don't be embarrassed.
Scarce are the people who
understand the complexities of this
southernmost country in Africa.
Few have heard of such South
African leaders as Gatsha Buthelezi,
P. W. Botha. and Allan Boesak. And
few could locate such critical South
African towns as Johannesburg, Cape
Town, Durban, anr
And how many pe(
"Afrikaner," a "hon
system of governr
are emotionally cl
South African la.
there are more thz
South Africa is
Rugged mountains
lands. arid deserts
I Pretoria on a map.
rple could define an
teland," or a "ruritary
ent"-all of which
rarged words in the
rguages-of which
rn 10!
a land of diversity.
, velvety green farm-
rolling foothills, in-
, 
land waterways,
I  beach resor ts ,
I isolated villages,
I and industrialized
I cities reflect this
I diversity. At the
tip of Africa, the
cold water of the
Atlantic and the
warm t ides of
the Indian Ocean
bathe the shores
I of South Africa.
I The only anti-
I Communist bas-
I tion in Africa,
I South Africa has
I
I cont. on page 13
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social change without punishing the
blacks of that country.
4. South Africa is being victimized by
international hypocrisy. The Soviet
Union is now in its 69th month of geno-
cide in Afghanistan. Red China forces
abortions upon its mothers and has
killed I million female babies. Ethiopia,
with its Marxist government, is inten-
tionally starving 7 million of its black
citizens. Uganda, since Idi Amin, has
massacred 300,000 blacks. Libya exports
terrorism and hit squads. Mugabe, the
Marxist dictator of Zimbabwe, killed
7,000 last year in a six-month period.
In South African violence 650 have
died-300 at the hands of the police. This
is tragic, but in no way comparable to
the human rights violations going on in
other countries. The Kremlin must cer-
tainly enjoy the good work being done on
their behalf by the international media.
ANC and the UDF are clearly dedicated,
through violence, to bringing South
Africa into the Soviet orbit. South Africa
is the mineral treasure chest of the
world. If the Soviets take over South
Africa, America's steel and automobile
industries and her very defense industry
will find it necessary to purchase their
raw materials from the Soviet Union.
The seaJanes around the Cape of Good
Hope are the busiest in the world Ninety
percent of western Europe's oil travels
those sea-lanes. NATO would collapse if
the Soviets succeeded in the effort.
3. Disinvestment by American busi-
nesses and sanctions by the United States
Congress will only hurt the nonwhites
of South Africa. Unemployment among
blacks will be the result. Starvation.
violence, and bloodshed will follow.
President Reagan's policy of constructive
engagement provides the necessary lever-
age on the Botha government o coerce
South African
Capsule
l. Apartheid is unacceptable and must
be eliminated. President Botha has
clearly committed his government o
the necessary reforms to accomplish
this end. He advised the European
Economic Community representatives
that he was committed to making every
South African, regardless of color, an
equal partner in the political process
of South Africa-and with equal rights
in every area.
2. the international media have dis-
torted the South African issue. They
have presented it as a "black and white"
issue. It is not a black and white issue-
it is a "red and blue" issue. It is an issue
of Communism versus freedom. The
Christian
Course
of Action
l. Pray for South Africa and her pres-
ent situation. Pray for the leadership
in South Africa and the United States
as they make critical decisions that
will affect millions of lives.
2. Use every available means to educate
people to the complexities of the South
African dilemma.
3. Encourage financial investment in
South Africa because of the humani-
tarian benefits of providing employ-
ment for blacks. coloreds. and Indians.
4. We must stay in constant contact
with our senators and congressmen
regarding their responsibility to put
national security above personal and
political considerations.
The 55 Nations of Africa
I Communist/Marxist
I Democratic, Republic,
or Monarchy
Dictatorships
I Military Rule
One Party
Socialist
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The Zulu tr ibe is the largest of the tr ibes, with 6 mil l ion members.
The Great
Trek North
Tt v the time of the American
f< ilevolution the British were
.1,.t also seeking control of south-
ern Africa. Political conflicts in Europe
directly affected the Cape Town settle-
ment. In 1795 a British expeditionary
force captured the Dutch colony to hold
it for the Prince of Orange, exiled in
England. In 1804 the Cape Colony was
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sea-lanes around the Cape of Good
Hope that are vital to the defense and
trade interests of the United States.
The country is a source of many
precious resources: gold, diamonds,
rubies, copper, chrome, iron, and
almost 70 others-adding to its strategic
importance. Richard Nixon, in his book
The Real War, said the Soviet Union,
knowing our dependence on vital raw
materials, has purposely set out to gain
Africa-particularly southern Africa.
Nixon called South Africa a "mineral
treasure of almost incalculable stratesic
and economic importance."
South Africa-alone! -possesses a
tenth of the world's asbestos, three-
fourths of the world's chromite, more
than half of its platinum group metals,
half of its gold, a third of its manganese,
a fifth of its uranium, and a third of its
diamonds. Many of these are critical
ingredients for high-tech industry and
mooern weaponry.
South Africa, figuratively and liter-
ally, is a gold mine. In addition to
minerals and metals, the land supplies
maize to the rest of Africa and can pro-
duce enough wheat to be self-sufficient.
Wildlife sanctuaries preserve the
beautiful and unique creatures of this
region of Africa.
With a population of 30 million,
South Africa's sreatest diversitv is in
her citizenry. fh. S.S million *hit.t
are of two groups: Afrikaners (Dutch
and German stock) and the English-
speaking roup. The 1 million Asians,
mainly Indians, were brought to South
Africa in the I 860s as contract laborers
to work sugar plantations and mosl
now live in the Natal province. The 3.5
million coloreds are a mixture of races,
including European, Hottentot, Malay,
and black. Most now live in the western
continued on page 14
glven to Bntarn by formal cesslon, ancl
extensive British immigration began.
The white population was increasing,
but language and cultural differences
divided the British and Dutch.
Seeking to be rid of British inter-
ference, Dutch farmers (Boers) began
the migration known as the Great Trek
in 1834. Huddled in covered wagons,
the voortrekkers set out for the interior,
much like the American oioneers-
encircling their wagons against hostile
black tribes. Crossing the Vaal River
and moving north to the Limpopo River,
the Afrikaners established independent
states to become known as the South
African Republic (transvaal) and Orange
Free State.
Believing they had been led by God,
the deeply religious voortrekkers vowed
to build a Christian nation to the glory
of God. The Day of the Vow is still com-
memorated annually on December 16,
in an elaborate ceremony at the Voor-
trekker Monument in Pretoria. The
discovery of a S-carat diamond at
Kimberley in 1859 and the world's
richest gold reef on the Witwatersrand
at Johannesburg in 1886 changed the
focus of the economy from farming to
mining. However, the new wealth
brought the British and Afrikaners into
renewed competition and conflict.
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with few restrictions. The schools,
universities, hospitals, and other
amenities available to the whites are
among the finest in the world.
Urban blacks live in the townships
on the outskirts of South Africa's maior
cities. According to Time (Augusi 5,
1985), because of industrialization,
black incomes have increased four
times in the past 20 years. The maga-
zine noted that major companies uch
as IBM are following the equal-pay-for-
equal-work guidelines practiced in the
United States. Time estimated the
part of Cape Province. Their standard
of living is comparable to American
blacks. And the 20 million blacks, who
are also referred to as Bantus or
Africans, are of l0 main groups: Zulu,
Sotho, Venda, Tswana, Ndebele,
Swazi, Xhosa, Tsonga, Pedi, and
Shangaans. Each tribal group has its
own language, culture, and political
structure.
Life for the white population is
much like that of U.S. families. They
own their own homes in suburbia.
Whites can vote, are represented in
Parliament, and can travel the country
The fuiglo8oerWar
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n 1877 Britain annexed the Trans-
vaal bv fiat and unleashed the
First War of Independence which
was won by the Boers when the British
were defeated at the Battle of Majuba
Hill. Later the powerful personalities
of Cecil Rhodes, the British prime
minister of the Cape Colony, and Paul
Kruger, president of the Transvaal,
would further intensify the conflict
between the two white races.
The Second War of Independence,
known as the Anglo-Boer War, broke
otrt in 1899. In spite of the heroic ef-
forts of Louis Botha and Jan Smuts,
the Afrikaners were permanently
defeated and subjugated by the British
Empire. The destruction of the Boer's
farms and the death of 26,000 Boer
women and children in British concen-
tration camps brought a severe divi-
sion between the two white population
groups.
While the aftermath of the war led
to closer political union, it also gave
stimulus to rising Afrikaner na-
tionalism. Despite their bitternesses
the opposing factions united in 1910 to
form the Union of South Africa with
the Afrikaner Louis Botha serving as
the first prime minister. Progressive
industr ial izat ion and economic
development characterized the years
after the war, but also during this time
the Native [,and Act was passed and the
beginnings of apartheid multinational
development started.
Mountains outside Cape Town.
l\ ' -
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A comDlete
description bf the
current system
ot government
would be com-
plicated at best.
Simply stated, a
white Parliament
under President
P. W. Botha rules
the country.
Newly  es tab-
l i shed Par l ia -
ments for col-
oreds and Asians
make decisions
relevant to their
peoples. At pres-
ent blacks have
no say in national
government but
are elected into
offices in their
homelands and
are influential in
governing local
affairs in the
townships l ike
Soweto. Despite
the government's
commitment to
move to a multi-
racial consensus
political system
of equal par-
ticipation of all
racial groups, conflict over the system
of representation, as well as the policy
of apartheid, are causing the current in-
ternal turmoil.
Martin Mawver and Deborah Huff
David tivingstone
and the Missionary
Movement in Africa
orld-renowned Scottish
missionary+xplorer-doctor
David Livingstone arrived
in South Africa in 1841 at the invitation
of Robert Moffat, whose daughter he
later married. With the curiosity of a
scientist and the heart of an evangelist
he traveled relentlessly across Africa,
30,000 miles, into unexplored territory.
In 1849 he began "the greatest
journey of exploration ever made by
one man," from Cape Town to the
Zambezi River, and to the Atlantic and
Indian Oceans, discovering a host of
unknown peoples. He returned home
in 1856 to find himself famous and to
publish his Missionary Travels and
Researches in South Africa in 1857.
His Christian convictions caused
him to powerfully oppose the slave
trade plaguing Africa. He wrote and
spoke against slavery continuously
during his second visit to England and
Scotland, His son Robert came to the
United States to fight in the Union
army to help free the slaves and was
killed and buried at Gettysburg. Living-
stone died of disease and exhaustion
in 1873 in the village of Chitambo, now
in Zambia. His last written words re-
flected his concern for Africa: "All I
can say in my solitude is, may Heaven's
rich blessing come down on everyone-
American, English, Turk-who will
help heal this open sore of the world."
average annual earnings for black
workers at $1,815. While this is low by
U.S. standards, it is one of the highest
levels of income for blacks in Airica.
That is why 1.5 million blacks from
neighboring countries cross the border
and seek employment in South Africa.
Additionally, blacks have government-
funded public schools, util ities, and
transportation. While there is certainly
much room for improvement, their
standard of living and literacy rates
are higher than any black society in all
of Africa.
Rural blacks live in the tribal
homelands where no restrictions are
placed upon them. There they are
governed by their own elected officials
or tr ibal  chieftain.  Outside their
homelands, blacks must carry a pass
to travel the country. The 6 million
Zulus outnumber other tribes. The
great sense of tribal loyalty aggravates
attempts to find a system of represen-
tation acceptable to all tribes while not
giving control to one tribe.
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want disinvestment." Falwell challenged
Jackson to name an elected black,
colored, or Indian official who supports
disinvestment. Jackson evaded address-
ing the validity of these spokesmen and
insisted that Bishop Tutu, Allan Boesak,
and Nelson Mandela are the legitimate
spokesmen for all South Africans.
Koppel asked Jackson to respond to
the charge that many blacks fear they
will be the ones hurt by disinvestment.
Jackson replied that the American com-
panies there employ only 70,000 blacks.
"Seventy thousand jobs is not a trade-
off for the dignity of 22 million people."
Falwell questioned why Jackson and
othen are not holding demonstrations in
front of the embassies of countries
where the government policies are even
worse than South Africas apartheid
policy. Principally he noted Ethiopia,
where the government is starving 7
million people and even going to the ex-
tent of blowing up relief trucks enroute
to bringing aid to the victims. Falwell
repeatedly criticized the media for not
covering the other problems in Africa
with the same vigor with which they are
covering South Africa.
He noted that a
recent statement by
President Botha to
representatives from
the European Eco-
nomic Community,
in which the presi
dent called for the
abolition of apart-
heid, the elimination
of the pass system,
and the promotion of
total political rights
of all citizens. did not
make the news.
"The media has
framed the issue that
if you are opposed to
sanctions then you
are a racist. That's as
ridiculous as saying
that if you support sanctions you're a
Communistl'
Jackson said that Botha "is moving
much too slowly for reality" and insisted
that disinvestment is the only means to
achieve racial equality.
Supporting the policy of constructive
engagement, Falwell quoted British
historian Paul Johnson as saying that at
the present rate of reform, within five
years apartheid would be gone While
Falwell agreed with Jackson that apart-
heid is immoral he insisted that construc-
tive engagement is a better way to effect
change Faluell sai{ 'The best way to deal
with South Africa is in a gradual and
coercive effort that brings about the
elimination of apartheid, without creating
violence and bloodshed in the lan4 and
without giving the Marxists a toehold'
Debomh Huff
Falwell
and Jackson
Debate
South Africa
"Cffi:Hir'r*i"!"i;:tf:
Reverend Jerry Falwell in his opening
remarks on the live ABC
"Nightline" debate with
the Reverend Jesse
Jackson on the topic of
South Africa.
Jesse Jackson said,
'Apartheid as a state of
terror must end, and
Americas obligation to
be a part of it, inasmuch
as we're South Africas
number one investor and
trading partner, [must
endl. We are, in fact, in
partnership with the
apartheid governmentl'
The gauntlet for the
debate was throurn do'*m
when the two met on
ABC's "Good Morning
America," and their
discussion was cut short by a limited
time segment. Ted Koppel arranged for
and mediated the Falwell-Jackson debate.
While the twosome agree that apart-
heid is wrong and must change, they
disagree over the methods to accomplish
the change. Insisting that disinvestment
would be "taking the pmfit out of apart-
heid," Jackson said it would be the only
way to force the legitimate leadership to
the negotiating table.
Falwell argued "Bishop lekhanyane,
who heads up 4.5 million members of
the Zion Chriitian Church: the members
of the city council of Soweto; Chief
Buthelezi of the 6 million-member Zulu
tribe; and Bishop Mokoena, who heads
up 4.5 million Reformed Independent
Churches are the real spokesmen for
black South Africans. All of these men
want apartheid out, but none of them
Falwell stressed that if tougher eco-
nomic conditions prevail, not only will
South African blacks be in jeopardy of
losing their jobs, but so will the 1.5
million blacks who enter that country
from neighboring states and are em-
ployed in South Africa. Over l0 million
blacks would be left starving.
Jackson accused Falwell of using
Communism as a screen to divert atten-
tion finm apartheid. Falwell countered,
"Red baiting is just a copout. That's
like the New York Times saying Castro
is not a Communist, which they did
say, That's like saying the Sandinistas
are Freedom Fighters. We know, after
they killed thousands of Miskito In-
dians, that they are worse than that.
Oliver Tambo, if he were sitting here,
would tell you the ANC receives much
of its fundins from Moscow."
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Morrioge, Divorce I Remorrioge
believed that the only grounds for
divorce was unfaithfulness in the mar-
riage bond,
The school of Hillel was much more
liberal. They believed this uncleanness
referred to anything displeasing to the
husband. In the first part of the Talmud,
the Jewish civil and religious law,
some grounds for divorce according to
the school of Hillel were: violation of
the Iaw of Moses or of Jewish customs,
such as the woman causing her husband
to eat food on which a tithe had not
been paid; not setting apart the first
dough; appearing in public with di-
sheveled hair; spinning and exposing
her arms in public; conversing indis-
criminately with men; speaking dis-
respectfully of her husband's parents
in his presence; brawling in the house;
or spoiling a dish for him.
These women got only one chance
-if they burned supper, spoke too
loudly, or wore short-sleeved gar-
ments, they were asking for a bill of
divorcement!
In Matthew 19 the Pharisees asked
Jesus, "Is it lawful for a man to put
away his wife for every cause?" They
were asking, "Do you subscribe to the
position of Hillel?"
What does the Bible mean by un-
cleanness? The word comes from a
verb meaning to be bare or empty. It
is used figuratively in the Old Testament
to speak of a disgrace or a blemish.
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DMorce in the Old Testornent
by Edward Dobson
n the first article in this series we
established that marriage is a
covenant of companionship-the
bonding together of two people-and
divorce besins with the violation of
that covenant.
God's ideal for the permanency of
marriage has not changed As Christians
we have every reason to stay together,
because Jesus Christ can and should
be the center of the marriage relation-
ship. We are not to consider divorce
whenever we run into problems.
But God has said a lot on the subject
of divorce, and I would challenge you
to look into His Word with me in these
next several issues to determine what
He has said.
The instructions on divorce in
Deuteronomy 24 in no way indicate
that God commanded divorce, rather
that He concededto divorce in certain
circumstances, giving guidelines to
control a problem that was evident
even before the Pentateuch was written.
What was the Old Testament prem-
ise, or grounds, for divorce? If a man
found uncleanness (Ihe Hebrew word
literally means shame, disgrace, or
nakedness)in his wife, he could divorce
her. Many people believe this unclean-
ness is adultery, but it cannot be. In
Deuteronomy 22:13-21 the case of a
man who marries a woman who had
had premarital relationships with other
men is presented. Notice that if the
woman is proven guilty she is given the
death penaltyl The penalty for pre-
marital sex after the covenant had
been agreed upon was not divorce. It
was death. In verse 22 we read of the
penalty for extramarital sex. In that
case also, the penalty for adultery was
death, not divorce.
GA instituted
marriage; He did not
institute divorce, God
instituted guidelines
for controlling it.
What is the uncleanness in Deu-
teronomy 24? That question became
the center of controversy for hundreds
of years. In fact, by the time of Christ
the Jewish scholars were divided into
two camps regarding their interpre-
tation of the word uncleanness. The
conservative school of Shammai be-
lieved a man must not divorce his wife
unless he had found her unfaithful. By
the time of Christ they were no longer
stoning or killing people for adultery,
so these conservative Jewish rabbis
Three times it is used to describe
shameful exposure of the human body.
Therefore we know that uncleanness
does not refer to trivial things like
burning a dish or talking too loudly. It
is a serious word. I believe it indicates
some type of serious, shameful, and
disgraceful conduct associated with
sexual activity, but less than adultery.
What was typical Old Testament
divorce procedure? The Hebrew word
for divorcement means "a cutting off,"
which carries with it the idea of break-
ing the marriage covenant. Marriage
was established by a formal legal cove-
nant, and a formal legal document was
required to dissolve marriage. The
custom of writins letters of divorcement
Tn, command ofGd
is clear: one man, one
woman, for one lifetime,
was probably adopted by the Israelites
when they were in Egyptian bondage.
As far as we know, the Egyptians were
the first civilization to demand that all
legal transactions be in writing.
There were three steps to a divorce.
The husband was to write the wife a
bill of divorcement, put it in her hand,
and send her out of his house.
The divorce procedure was intended
to protect the wife. In ancient civiliza-
tion women were second-class citizens.
In the heathen cultures around the
children of Israel, women were bought,
sold, and traded like animals. The bill
of divorcement hat God established in
Deuteronomy 24 actually protected the
woman and released her from further
The following is an example of the wording from an ancient Jewish divorce document.
On the day of the week in the month
in the year f T l trom tne oegn-
ning of the world, according to the common computdtion in the
province of the son of
by wltateq)er name I *ay be known, of the
town ,f with the entire consent of mind and
without, anJ constrd,int, have divorced, dismissed, and expelled
thee, daughter 
"f bywhateuer naTne thou art called, of the town
who hast been my wife hitherto; but now I hnq)e dismissed
thee , daughter of
by whatever name thou art called, of the town of
so ds to be free at thine own disposal, to marry
whomsoever thou pleasest, without hindrance from anJone, from
this day for ever. Thou art therefore free for anyone (who would
marry thee). Let this be tlq bill of diqrorce from me, d" writing
of separation and expulsion dccording to the law of Moses and
Israel.
the Son of , Witness
the Son of , Witness
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domestic obligations. After the bill was
presented and she was sent out, she
was no longer obligated to any domestic
responsibilities in that home. She was
also free from interference by her
former husband in any subsequent
marriages. Finally, we have learned
from the Talmud and Jewish inter-
pretations of various writings, she was
awarded financial protection. The
M*riug, **
established by a formal
Ityul covenant, and a
Ityul document was
required to dissolve
marnage,
custom was that the husband who
divorced his wife was to return her
dowry and give her a portion of his
own estate equal to that dowry. She
left the marriage with twice the lands,
property, or money she brought to the
marriage.
What prohibitions were associated
with Old Testament divorce? After
divorce there was no prohibition against
remarriage-with one exception. The
wife could not be divorced from her
second husband and return to her first
husband. Even if her second husband
died, she could not return to the first,
because she was defiled. The word
defiled refers to moral, religious, or
ceremonial pollution. Such a thing was
an abomination unto the Lord.
Since remarriage was allowed, why
was going back to the first husband
considered an abomination unto the
Lord? God gave this prohibition to
ensure that marriage was not reduced
to wife-swapping, thus defiling the very
meaning and covenant of marriage. No
one could say, "I'll go marry someone
else, and if that doesn't work, I'll go
back to my first mate." God intended
that the sanctity of marriage be
maintained.
By the time of Christ the Jews had
developed guidelines for remarriage.
These guidelines are from the Mishna,
the Jewish interpretation of Old Testa-
ment Scriptures. They are not binding,
but they are interesting.
After the wife had been divorced,
she was to wait three months before
remarrying. She could not marry the
man with whom she was susoected of
having an adulterous relationihip, and
she was not allowed to marry the man
who delivered the bill of divorcement
into her hand. I do not know why this
final guideline existed.
Leviticus 21:7 tells that oriests had
special regulations. They could not
marry a divorced person. In verse 14
we learn that a priest could not marry
a widow, but should take a virgin of his
own people for a wife. Here God is
teaching that the ultimate position of
spiritual leadership must exemplify
God's ideal in precept and practice.
There were special circumstances
where divorce was not oermitted. If a
husband wrongly accuied his wife of
premarital sex, he could not divorce her.
Although divorce stems from sin,
divorce itself is not a sin. Several times
God threatened to divorce Israel (Isa.
50:1, Jer.3:1). In Malachi 2:16 we read
that God hates "putting away." He
hates divorce. He does not hate the
divorced person. God loves people.
We have discussed seven basic
principles in relation to Old Testament
qIVOrce:
First, divorce was man-made. God
instituted marriage; He did not institute
divorce. God instituted suidelines for
controll ing it.
Second, divorce was permitted on
the grounds of sexual misconduct that
was less than adulterv.
Third, divorce required a legal
document, breaking the marriage cove-
nant to the same degree that death
breaks the marriage covenant.
Fourth, remarriage was permitted.
Fifth, the divorced person was not
allowed to return to the first husband
after remarriage.
Sixth, divorce provided moral and
financial protection to the woman.
Seventh, God commands perma-
nence in marriage. That is God's ideal.
But in the context of Deuteronomy 24,
He conceded to divorce.
In Genesis 2:24 we read that a man
shall leave his father and clins to his
wife and they shall be one fleih. the
New Testament adds, "What therefore
God hath joined together, let no man
put asunder." The command of God is
clear: one man, one woman, for one
Iifetime. God's ideal, God's objective,
and God's desire is a permanent rela-
tionship in marriage. That is what God
has commanded. I
Next month: Did God ever actually
command people to get divorced?
t2 outstanding
Christmas songs
such as
. Come On Ring Those Bells
o White Christmas
o What Child Is This?
o Silent Night
. Home For The Holidays
. When God Came Down
. Oh Holy Night. . .
P lus5more . . .
Add Mack's New Cassette
"silver Anniversary" & Receive
Both For Only $tt.OO P.P.
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eyed young man wi th b lack wavy hai r  and d imples.
He gave me the name wife, and our three daughters
gave me the name mother. Eight boys and four girls
came to l ife to call me grandmother. After I success-
fu l ly  f in ished an educat ion in terrupted when I  mar-
ried, I claimed the professional name tecLcher.
I  thr i l led at  thc cal l  o f  each of  these names,  but  I
shunned my latcst  name, widow. Hear ing i t  hur t  l ike
los ine sk in f rom one's f lesh.
Piov ident ia l ly ,  as a young g i r l  I  accepted Chr is t
and gained the name Christian. And it makes all the
difference.
Not  long af ter  I  began my sol i tary exper ience,  a
Minneapol is  newspaper publ ished a ser ies of  ar t ic les
about widowhood. "The first l8 months it is hell," one
woman was quotcd as saying.  "No,"  I  say,  "not  wi th
Chr is t , "  for  the Lord re l ieveth the widow and father-
f ess (Ps. 146:9\. The relief comes when I do not enter-
tain worry, but under all circumstances I make my
petit ions known before God along with thanksgiving.
So the peace of God keeps guard over my heart and
thoughts in  Chr is t  Jesus (Phi l .  4 :6-7) .  There are tears,
frustrations, and diff iculties, yes. But God is a cham-
fa,;
The Last Name Anybody Wants
Irene S. Larson
a( veryone has a name." So remarked the
king of the Phaeacians to the Troian War
hero when he asked Odysseus to rcveal his
ident i ty  and te l l  h is  s tory.
I too have a narne-several. The first was given tcr
me by a Danish immigrant  who marr ied a Minnesota
girl. At my birth they called me daughter, Irene Sylvia.
Although satisfied with their chr-rice, I was happy to
change mv surname to Larson at the request of a blue-
i  t h
l l
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pion of the widow (Ps. 68:5). He decides for me when
I turn to Him in my perplexity. Walking by faith is ex-
citing. What will He do next? And how?
I part icular ly l ike Proverbs l5:25. "The Lord.. .
will establish the border of the widow." God literally
protects my boundaries-my Minnesota home. When
I leave it I kneel on the sidewalk, ask Him to keep it
safe, and rest in the confidence that He will keep His
word: "Let thy widows trust in me" (Jer. 49:ll). No
words did I repeat more often, and aloud, than "I will
trust, and not be afraid" (Isa. 12:2).
Two other Scriptures have become precious to me.
In Genesis 41:16 Joseph replies with humility to
Pharaoh's confident request that he interpret his
dream: "It is not i1rr,s"-ust by myself. Only through
Christ can I be a victorious Christian widow. And
when God allowed me to be a widow, He also gave me
the strength to be content in this state (Phil. 4:11-13).
I remember vividly the day my husband's doctor
told him that a teenage bout with rheumatic fever
caused his defective heart valve. Without open-heart
surgery his life expectancy could not exceed five years.
He did not wish the risk involved in surgery, satisfied
with the time God would give. It was 15 months.
During those last months of his life, we shared the
deepening experience of his gradual heart failure. I
cared for him, cooked for the sterling friends who
farmed our land as well as their own, and commuted
to evening classes. Even as lung congestion made his
breathing more difficult, we were sustained by the
Word of God, prayer, and times of church fellowship.
Sunday, May 28, 1972,will always be a memorablc
day in my life. I responded to the invitation at the close
of the Sunday morning service to acknowledge the
lordship of Christ in my life. The words of "Ever-
lasting Arms of God," the solo I had just sung, were
prophetic: "All those so dear to me I trust to Thee. Thy
love is greater far than mine can be." My dearest one
would leave my arms that evening to be forever in
God's everlasting arms.
Wnro He allowed me to he a widow,
He gave me the strength to be content
During the evening service the message came that
my husband had died quite unexpectedly at the Minne-
apolis hospital he had entered 10 days previously for
observation. Everyone was so shocked that no one
thought to go home with me. In that hour alone, before
friends and family came, I realized the sting of my
newest name, widow. The question "What shall I do
now?" persisted throughout a sleepless night. The bed
was so empty.
God's grace was sufficient those hard days as I
wrote my husband's obituary, arranged the songs for
the funeral, and committed to the grave the body of
the tender, gallant man of integrity whose favorite
Scripture verse, I Timothy l:12, was the text of the
sermon.
We were so blessed to have had children. My young-
est undergirded me the first week. As she left, I crossed
the threshold, shut the door, and knew: this is it.I must
lift up my hands which hung down, straighten my
shaky knees, and step out straight ahead (Heb. 12:12-13).
And how?
4t:: are.tears, frustrations, andiiiffidlll[iest,fvs. But God is a
chamnion of the widow. He decides
for me when I turn to Him in my
Walking by faith is
nt wil[He do next?
The summer passed as I "swept up my heart" while
I sorted all the things one does at death's time and re-
lived the happy, the hard, the extraordinary, the every-
day experiences that bound us together as a family.
On the gloomy day I spent writing notes of thanks for
many kindnesses, my face was as wet as the rain-
drenched windowpane.
I was forced to learn to use screwdriver and ham-
mer, albeit clumsily. I stumbled onto the fact that I
could use an oil can to fix a lot of ills. I learned to drive
the power mower, narrowly escaping going over a
steep embankment into the lake on my first attempt. I
desperately hoped that the sheep would not find out
that an inept shepherd was not able to keep the elec-
tric ience hot. I drove to Minneapolis alone for the first
time and resumed a music and teaching ministry in
my church. As the summer went by a compelling
desire that God should make the most of a life broken
up imbued me.
That desire God wondrously fulfilled when he sup-
plied a college teaching position. It is hard to tell how
much studies and students have added to my life.
There is never occasion to be bored. And I feel akin
to Sarah Pierpont, Jonathan Edwards's wife, of whom
he said: "She loves to be alone walkins in the fields
and groves, and seems to have someon-e always con-
versing with her."
Although God is always by -y side, human affec-
tion is stil l necessary. James 1:27 says that sympa-
thetic regard be given for the widow; "visiting" her
(a letter perhaps?) is a mark of true religion. Neglect
by one's family brings rebuke (1 Tim. 5:8).
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As I recall the faraway look in my husband's eyes
that last year when we communed quietly and enjoyed
the beautiful natural surroundings of our home, I am
sure he was praying that his Maker would, with an
everlasting kindness, have mercy on the woman he
loved and whom he would soon leave. That prayer was
answered, for God has removed the reproach of my
everal local and nationwide
organizations offer support
for widows durine their ad-
widowhood (Isa. 54:5-8), and for me God has, among
other glorious names, the name Husband.
I Irene S. Larson is a retired English teacher who
taught for 1l years at Liberty University. She lives in
Westbrook, Minnesota.
justment period. One such group is
THEOS (They Help Each Other
Spiritually), with over 150 branches
in the United States and Canada.
Monthly meetings include devotions,
a time of sharing, and often a special
speaker with information pertaining
to the special needs of widows, such
as a doctor discussing the physical
symptoms related to grief, tips from
an auto mechanic, and so forth.
The following suggestions are
adapted from "Chal lenges to
Widows," published by THE0S.
Pick a challenge you can meet most
easily and use it as a first step toward
helping you face the more difficult
ones.
l. Try to recognize death as
another step in God's plan for the
full development of a person and to
accept the life-death-life cycle as
common to all creation.
To every thing there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under
the heaven: A time to be born, and
a time to die; a time to plant, and a
time to pluck up that which is
planted. . . a time to weep, and a time
tolauglt. . . . He hath made every thing
beautiful in his time (Eccl. 3: I ,2,4,1 ).
2. Strive, as a person coming to
understand yourself, to learn about
and understand the normal cycle of
grief.
Sorrow is better than laughter:
for by the sadness of the countenance
the heart is made better. The heart
of the wise is in the house of mourn-
ing; but the heart of foals is in the
hause af mirth (Eccl. 7:3-4).
3. Allow yourself sufficient time
to let the grieving take its natural
course, and insist that others allow
you this time as well.
My woundis grievous: but I said,
Truly this is a grief , and I must bear
it. For the Lord will nat cast off for
ever: But though he cause grief, yet
will he have compassion according
to the multitude of his mercies
(ler. 10:19; Lam. 3:31-32).
4. Try to come to a full discovery
of yourself as an individual, as a
complete person capable of looking
to your own needs and desires and
of controlling and coming to grips
with your emotions.
Thou through thy command-
ments has made me wiser thanmine
enemies. . . . I have more understand-
ing than all my teachers: for thy
testimonies are my meditation. I
understand more than the ancients,
because I keep thy precepts (Ps.
I 19:98-100).
5. Work to overcome boredom,
self-pity, to break the old 24-hour
routine, even to accept solitude
while pushing out to new interests
and accepting the help of others as
you come to recognize your own in-
dividual self-worth and self-esteem.
Then are they glad because they
be quiet; so he bringeth them to their
desired haven. In returning and rest
shall ye be saved; in quietness and
in confidence shall be your strength
(Ps. 107:30; Isa. 30:15).
6. Do not live through your
children. but continue to love them
and care for them very much so that
you all can draw strength from one
another.
Wherefore comfort yourselves
together, and edify one another,
et)en &s also ye do (1 Thess. 5:11).
7. Learn to make your own deci-
sions with confidence and faith,
rather than looking for a replace-
ment or substitute to make them for
you.
Keep sound wisdom and discre-
tion. Then shalt thou walk in thy
way safely, and thy foot shall not
stumble. For the Lord shall be thy
confidence, and shall keep thy foot
from being taken (Prov. 3:21,23,26).
8. Learn to accept people as they
are and not as you would like them
to be.
As in water face answereth to
face, so the heart of man ta man(Prov. 27:19).
9. Forget about becoming your
"old self" aEain. Renewed faith in
God and in lourself will make you
an even better person, capable of
loving and living normally again.
The blessing of him that was
ready Io peish came upon me: and
I caused the widow's heart to sing
for joy (lob 29:13).
10. Assist others, especially our
children, in preparing for possible
widowhood themselves.
Whereas ye knaw not what shall
be on the morraw. For what is your
life? It is even a vapour, that op-
peareth for a little while and then
vanisheth away (lames 4:14).
11. As one who has come through
the grief of widowhood, share your
strength, faith, hope, and experience
with others who are still struggling
with their grief.
But sanctify the LordGodinyour
hearts: and be ready always to give
an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in
you with meekness and fear (1 Peter
3: I5).
I Adapted by permission from
Grief Steps I a publication of
THEOS for the widowed, 410 Penn
Hills Mall, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
15235.
Some Suggested Reading:
Without a Man in the House by
Wilma Burton (Good News
Publishers)
Good Grief by Granger Westberg
(Fortress Press)
Tracks of a Feltow Strugglerby John
Claypool (Word Books)
Beginnings: A Book for Widaws
by Jane Wylie fBallantine Books)
The Morning after Death by L. D.
Johnson (Broadman Press)
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T. DeWitt Tolmqge
The World
Wqs His Audience
;;)i-*---
ar}'
\
by Bernard R. DeRemer
f forse-drawn streetcars, wagons,
H and carriages rattled over the
I lroughly paved streets. Their
clatter mingled with the shouts of
stevedores, hrill whistles, steam blasts,
and clanging bells of side-wheelsteamers
and other vessels at the Brooklyn docks.
A tall, distinguished, well-dressed
man strolling along the docks came
upon a longshoreman resting between
jobs, so he stopped to ask him about
the weather, his work, and other topics.
Presently the genial visitor was able
, to steer the conversation into spiritual
channels. "But how is it with your soul,
my friend?"
"I don't know-I ain't never paid
much attention to things like that,"
lllustration by Larry C. Bevins
Snsational was the
word for Talmage.
Sometimes he would lrup
onto the platform, rush
to the very edge while
people gasped, and
declare, "Young man,
you are heading toward
%ins
replied the workman. "I don't guess I'd
go to heaven if I died." He added that
he didn't attend church much, but fre-
quented the saloon.
The stranger earnestly explained
the way of salvation and urged his
hearer to accept Christ as his Saviour.
On later visits he continued his faithful
witness. Finally the longshoreman
yielded to Christ.
One Sunday morning the new con-
vert decided to go to the Brooklyn
Tabernacle to hear T. DeWitt Talmage,
probably the most famous pastor in
America. Imagine his surprise to find
that this great man was the very one
who had visited him at the docks and
led him to Christl
a precipice."
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Talmage was no ivory tower recluse.
Accompanied by New York City police-
men and others, he entered into gam-
bling dens and other immoral play-
houses in sensational "midnight explo-
rations," enabling him to witness for
Christ.
Sensational, in fact, was the word
for Talmage. His startling gestures and
vivid illustrations riveted attention.
Sometimes he would leap onto the
platform, rush to the very edge while
people gasped, and declare, "Young
man, you are heading toward a preci-
pice." A sennon on the many tempta-
tions of modern city life would follow.
Brought up in a godly home in
Bound Brook, New Jersey, Talmage
accepted Christ as his Saviour at the
age of 18. He began the study of law at
the University of the City of New York,
but experienced a call to the ministry
and graduated from New Brunswick
Theological Seminary in 1856.
In school he was regarded as eccen-
tric rather than brilliant. His failure to
follow ordinary sermon division or
style patterns once caused an instructor
to declare, "DeWitt, if you don't change
your style of thought and expression,
you will never get a call to any church
in Christendom as long as you live."
But he was destined to disprove his
professor's gloomy prediction. In 1856
Talmage became pastor of the Reformed
Church in Belleville, New Jersey.
Pastorates in Syracuse and Philadelphia
followed.
One day in 1869 Talmage received
calls from prominent churches in
Boston, Chicago, San Francisco, and
Brooklyn. He resolved to stay in
Philadelphia "unless God made it very
plain that I was to go and where I was
to go." On a train to a speaking engage-
ment in Harrisburg he settled himself
for a nap, saying, "Lord, what do you
want me to do? Make it plain to me
when I wake uD." He awoke as he was
arriving in Harrisburg, and he said,
"As plainly as though the voice had
been audible God said to me, 'Go to
Brooklyn."'
Brooklyn indeed opened a new and
dynamic chapter for the young pastor.
The Central Presbyterian Church,
"almost extinguished," had 17 members
when Talmage began his ministry.
Within a little more than a year
Talmage had designed and established
the famous Brooklyn Tabernacle,
seating 3,500.
But the rapid rise to fame was not
unaccompanied by trials and persecu-
tion. Talmage's magnetic and sensa-
tional preaching was drawing huge
crowds, but some called him a pulpit
clown and mountebank. One critic said
Talmage was the "only man in New
York permitted to give a dramatic per-
formance on Sunday."
Talmage did move back and forth
while preaching, because he said he
could think better while walking. He
used gestures, striking illustrations,
and whatever means he could to make
the gospel message clear and powerfully
appealing.
As he became famous more and
more people flocked to see him or
wrote him for various kinds of heln. A
newspaper account of a typical day in
his life described his handling of a
huge volume of mail, and went on:
"Visitors to the Talmage mansion are
ushered through a broad hall into the
great preacher's back parlor. They begin
to arrive frequently before breakfast,
and the bell rings till long after the
house is closed for the night. There are
men and women of all races, some
richly dressed, some fashionably, some
very poorly. Many of them had never
spoken a word to Dr. Talmage before."
A daily stroll was an invariable part
of Talmage's routine. He said, "Seven
miles should be an average walk for a
man past 50 every day. I have made 15
and 20 miles without fatigue." On the
day a newspaper reporter accompanied
him, the stroll included climbing to the
fifth floor of a rickety tenement to
carry a word of comfort to a grief-
stricken mother whose baby had just
died and whose husband was an
alcoholic.
On one occasion, Talmage had
listened patiently to a sermon read
laboriously by a young preacher, who
then asked the great pulpit orator's
criticism. The terse comment: "My
dear young man, you should either put
fire into your sermons or put your
sermons into the fire."
In 1889 Talmage realized a long-felt
desire-a trip to the Near East. Upon
his return, he said, "I have found a new
Bible. I found it in the Holv Land and
"ffi$w
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the Grecian archipelago. A new Book
of Genesis, since I saw where Abraham
and Lot separated and Joseph was
buried. . . . A new Book of Revelation,
since I read the divine message to
Smyrna at Smyrna. . . . The Bible can
never be to me what it was. It is fresher,
truer, lovelier, grander, mightier!"
VIu* after volume
flowed from Talmage's
gifted pen, to change the
hearts and lives
of multitudes,
Talmage's 25th anniversary in
Brooklyn was most historic. Two earlier
buildings had been destroyed by fire;
the present Tabernacle, seating 5,000
and said to be the largest Protestant
church in America then, was jammed
with a tremendous crowd, both inside
and outside the building.
Speakers included civic leaders,
U.S. government officials, a Jewish
rabbi, and a Roman Catholic priest,
who said that this was "probably the
first occasion in America where a
Catholic priest had appeared in a Prot-
estant church to honor a Protestant
minister."
A. C. Dixon and other leaders from
various denominations ioined in elo-
quent tribute to Talmage as one who
was indeed "determined not to know
anything among you save Jesus Christ
and Him crucified."
After fire destroyed the third Taber-
nacle building, Talmage felt led to leave
the work and devote himself entirely
to evangelism. On a world tour, he
preachedto great audiences in Australia,
New Zealand, Ceylon, India, and Great
Britain. Later, however, he served for
a time as pastor of the First Presby-
terian Church, Washington, D.C., which
a number of presidents had attended.
In later years Talmage devoted
himself largely to traveling and to
writing. Great speaker that he was,
perhaps his greatest and most lasting
contribution lay in the printed page.
For some years he edited several pub-
lications, finally resigning his last
pastorate to devote himself entirely to
the Christian Herald.
For 30 years, Talmage's sermons
were syndicated to multitudes. At the
height of his fame, some 3,500 news-
papers carried his message very week
to an estimated 25,000,000 readers
throughout the English-speaking world.
His name became a household word.
Letters poured in testifying of
results. Women would write. "Mv hus-
band would not go to church, ridiculed
all preachers, but I persuaded him to
Iet me read Dr, Talmage's sermons to
him and he has become a chansed
character." Many times the birth Jf a
church in an isolated district was traced
to some godly person who, in the parlor
of a farmhouse, or in a barn or school-
house, held a service in which a sennon
of Talmage was read.
The great evangelist D. L. Moody
found "that Dr. Talmage's ermons had
10 readers in Great Britain where any
other American sermons have one
reader." Charles H. Spurgeon, the
prince of preachers, declared, "Dr.
Talmage's discourses lay hold of my
inmost soul. The Lord is with this
mighty man of valor. I am indeed glad
of his voice. It cheers me intensely.
May the Lord win armies of souls to
Jesus by this manl"
Volume after volume flowed from
Talmage's gifted pen, to change the
hearts and lives of multitudes. (The
Library of Congress card catalog con-
tains 62 entries today under his name.)
A couple settled for some months in a
mining area of Texas, where several
hundred families lived "without any
relisious influence whatever." A relative
I IIRI TTRI
Send me your IREE Start€r Kit. Show m6
to doyelop my writ ing talent snd how to $ll.
sent them a volume of Talmage's ser-
mons and suggested that they get the
people together on Sundays and read
to them.
First, the children were organized
into a Sunday school. The farents
came to see what their children were
being taught.  When they found
Talmage's sermons were to be read,
they stayed willingly-and the seed
sown bore fruit. Onlv eternitv will
reveal the tremendous harvest-world-
wide, and over the decades.
Talmage died in April 1902, in his
Washington, D.C., home. Senators and
Supreme Court justices were among
the honorary pallbearers. Tributes
were legion. "No preacher of the present
day has reached so wide an audience,"
declared the Chicago Tribune. The
Washington Posr called him "America's
most celebrated preacher," and added,
"During the last 30 years of his life, he
had been the most popular American
on the lecture platform." The London
Times put it, "The whole human race
was his congregation."
I Bernard R. DeRemer is a free-lance
writer in Arlington, Virginia.
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THUNDER INTHE PULPIT
haraoh was sulking in his mar-
ble throne room at Memphis.
Plague after plague had come,
and sometimes the Egyptian monarch
was disposed to do better, but at the
lifting of each plague, he was as bad
as before. The necromancers of the
palace, however, were compelled to
recognize the divine movement, and
after one of the most exasperating
plagues of all the series, they cried out:
"This is the finger of God," not the first
nor the last time when bad people said
a good thing.
We all recognize the hand of God,
and know it is a mighty hand. You have
seen a man keep two or three rubber
balls flying in the air, catching and
pitching them so that none of them fell
to the floor, and do this for several
minutes, and you have admired his
dexterity. But have you thought how
the hand of God keeps thousands and
thousands of round worlds, vastly
larger than our world, flying for cen-
turies without letting one fall? Won-
drous power and skill of God's hand!
Though reference is seldom made in
the Bible to a part of God's hand, if you
and I keep our eyes open and our hearts
right, we will be compelled often to cry
out, "This is the finger of God."
Two or three times in my life when
perplexed on questions of duty, after
earnest prayer, I have cast lots as to
what I should do. In olden times the
Lord's people cast lots. The land of
Canaan was divided bv lot: the cities
were divided among fhe priests and
Levites by lot; Matthias was chosen to
the apostleship by lot. Now, casting
Iots is about the most solemn thing you
can do. It should never be done except
with solemnity, like that of the last
judgment. It is a direct appeal to the
Almighty. If, after earnest prayer, you
do not seem to get the divine direction,
I think you might, without sin, write
upon one slip of paper "Yes" and upon
another "No," or some other words
appropriate to the case, and then oblit-
erating from your mind the identity of
the slips of paper, draw the decision
and act upon it. In that case I think you
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The Finger of God
by T. DeWitt Talmage
have a right to take that indication as
the finger of God. But do not do that
except as the last resort, and with a
devoutness that leaves absolutely all
with God.
W all recognize the
hand of Gd, and know
it is a mighty hand,
For much that concerns us we have
no responsibility, and we need not
make appeal to the Lord for direction.
We are not responsible for most of our
surroundings, stature, or brilliance.
For the most of our environments. we
have no more responsibility than we
have for the mollusks at the bottom of
the Atlantic Ocean. Realize that and it
will be a relief. Let us take ourselves
as we are this moment, and then ask,
"Which way?" Get all the direction you
can from careful and constant study of
the Bible, and then look up and look
out and look around, and see if you can
find the finger of God.
It is a remarkable thing that some-
times no one can see that finser but
yourself. A year before Abrahamiincoln
signed the Proclamation of Emancipa-
tion, the White House was thronsed
with committees and associatiolns.
ministers and laymen, advising the
president to make that proclamation.
But he waited and waited, amid scoff
and anathema, because he did not
himself see the finger of God. After a
while, and at just the right time, he saw
the divine pointing and signed the
proclamation.
The finger of God, as it directs you,
may be invisible to everybody else.
Follow the divine pointing, us yon t""
it, although the world may call you a
fool. There has never been a man or
woman who amounted to anything who
has not sometimes been called a fool.
Nearly all the mistakes that you and
I have made have come from our fol-
lowing the pointing of some other
finger, instead of the finger of God.
Suppose circumstances corner a
man, and his notes come due and he
cannot meet them. His rent must be
paid, and there is nothing with which
to pay it. He stands wondering and
saying: "I do not see the meaning of all
this. I have done the best I could. God
knows I would pay my debts if I could,
but here I am hedged in and stopped."
What should that man do in that case?
Go to the Scriptures and read the prom-
ise about all things working together
for good, and kindred passages? That
is well. But he needs to do something
besides reading the Scriptures. He
needs to look for the finger of God that
is pointing toward better treasures,
toward eternal release, urging him to
higher realms. No human finger ever
pointed to the East or West or North
or South so certainly as the finger of
God is pointing that troubled man to
higher and better spiritual resources
than he ever enjoyed.
Do you know what made the great
revival of 1857, when more people
were converted to God, probably, than
in any year since Christ was born?
It was the bankruptcies that swept
American prosperity so flat that it
could fall no flatter. Only through
clouds and darkness and whirlwind of
disaster do such men see the finger of
God,
Does anarchy rule this world, or
God? Saint Felix escaned martvrdom
by crawling through ahole in the wall
across which the spiders immediately
afterward wove a web. His persecutors
saw the hole in the wall, but the spiders'
web put them off the track. A boy was
lost by his drunken father, and could
not for years find his way home. Nearly
grown, he went into a Fulton Street
prayer meeting and asked for prayers
that he might find his parents. His
mother was in the room, and rose, and
recognized her longJost son. Do you
say that these things "only happened
/ . \  -
so"? Tell that to those who do not
believe in God and have no faith in the
Bible. Do not tell it to me. I said to an
aged minister of much experience, "All
the events of my life seem to have been
divinely connected. Do you suppose it
is so in all l ives?" He answered, "Yes,
but most people do not notice the divine
leadings." I stand here to say from my
own experience that the safest thing in
all the world to do is to trust the Lord.
I never had a misfortune, or a persecu-
tion, or a trial, or a disappointment,
however excruciating at the time, that
God did not make turn out for my good.
My one wish is to follow the divine
leading. I want to watch the finger of
God.
Notice that this finger of God, almost
always and in almost everything, points
forward and not backward. All the way
through the Bible, the lamb and pigeon
on the altar, the pillar of fire poised
above the wilderness, peace offering,
sin offering, trespass offering, fingers
of Joseph and Isaac and Joshua and
David and Isaiah and Micah and Ezekiel,
all together made the one finger of God
pointing to the human, the divine, the
gracious, the glorious, the omnipotent,
the gentle, the pardoning and suffering
and atoning Christ. And now the same
finger of God is pointing the world
upward to the same Redeemer and
forward to the time of his universal
domination. My hearers, get out of the
habit of looking back and looking down.
Look up and look forward. It is useful
once in a while to look back, but you
had better, for the most part of the
time, stop reminiscence and begin
anticipation. L.ook aheadl The finger of
God points forward.
"Oh, but," says someone, "I am
getting old and I have a touch of rheu-
matism in that foot, and I believe some-
thing is the matter with my heart, and
I cannot stand as much as I used to."
Well, I congratulate you, for that shows
you are getting nearer to the time
when you are going to enter immortal
youth and be strong enough to hurl off
the battlements of heaven anv bandit.
who, by unheard-of burglary, might
break into the Golden City. "But," says
someone lse, "I feel so lonely. Most of
my friends are gone, and the bereave-
ments of life have multiplied until this
world, that was once so bright to me,
has lost its charm." I congratulate you,
for, when you go, there will be fewer
here to hold you back and more there
to pull you in. Look ahead! The finger
of God is pointing forward.
We sit here in church, and by hymn
and prayer and sermon and Christian
association we try to get into a frame
of mind that will be acceptable to God
and pleasant o ourselves. But what a
stupid thing it all is compared with
what it will be when we have gone
beyond psalm book and sermon and
Bible, and we stand, our last imperfec-
tion gone, in the presence of that charm
of the universe-the blessed Christ-
and have Him look in our face and say:
"I have been watching you and sympa-
thizing with you and helping you all
these years, and now you are here. Go
where you please and never know a
sorrow and never shed a tear. There is
your mother now-she is coming to
greet you-and there is your father,
and there are your children. Sit down
under this tree of life, and on the banks
of this river talk it all over." I tell you
there will be more joy in one minute
of that than in 50 years of earthly exul-
tation. Look aheadl Look at the finest
house on earth and know that you will
have a finer one in heaven. Look up the
healthiest person you can find, and
know you will yet be healthier. Look
up the one who has the best eyesight
of anyone you have ever heard of, and
know you willhave better vision. Listen
to the sweetest prima donna that ever
trod the platform, and know that in
heaven you will lift a more enrapturing
song than ever enchanted earthly
auditorium.
My friends, I do not know how we
are going to stand it-I mean the full
inrush of that splendor. All heaven
aglow and all heaven a-ring, not in the
sunset, but in the sunrise. Voices of
our own kindred mingling with the
doxologies of empires. Organs of eternal
worship responding to the trumpets
that have wakened the dead. Nations
in white. Centuries in coronation. An-
thems like the voice of many waters.
Circle of martyrs. Circle of apostles.
Circle of prophets. Thrones of cherubim.
Thrones of seraphim. Throne of arch-
angel. Throne of Christ. Throne of God.
Thrones! Thrones! Thrones! The finger
of God points that way. Stop not until
you reach that place. Through the
atoning Christ, all I speak of and more
may be yours and mine. Do you not
now hear the chime of the bells of that
metropolis of the universe? Do you not
see the shimmering of the towers?
Good morning.
I Adapted from 500 Selected Sermons
by permission of Christian Herald,
o 1900.
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Inerroncy
of the Word
of God
by W. E. Dowell, Sr.
"For verily I say unto
you, Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle
shall in no wise pass from
the law, till all be fulfilled"
(Matt .  5:18).
Some take the danger-
ous position of questi6ning
the absolute inerrancy of
Scripture. But separat ist
churches in al l  generat ions
have believed in the priority
of the Scriptures. All of
the Bible is Scripture. All
of the Scripture is in the
66 books of the Bible. The
Word of God is the abso-
lute, supreme, sole, and
final authority for all mat-
ters pertaining to the faith
and oractice of believers.
R. G. Lee said, "The Bible
is beyond other books as a
river is beyond a drop of
water, as the sun is beyond
a candle, as a mountain is
beyond a grain of sand."
Oh, the glory of God's
blessed Book, glorious
because it abides forever
and it is God's revelation
of Christ .  He is the ant i-
type of all Old Testa-
ment sacrifices.
This blessed book is
great because it reveals
the only salvation for man.
Jesus said: "I am the
way." The Bible is great
because it has a honeful
message for Iife after
death. Jesus said, "I am
the resurrection, and the
Iife: he that believeth in
me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live." You can
never exhaust his glorious
book because it keeps its
freshness. The more you
read, the more power you
receive. New knowledge
constantly flows from it,
changing men and nations.
Andrew Jackson said,
"The Bible is the rock
upon which our republic
rests." Horace Greeley
said, "It is impossible to
mentally or physically
enslave a Bible-reading
person."
The Bible changed the
life of the apostle Paul, the
greatest persecutor of the
early church. The Bible
changed the life of the
apostle Peter, a rough
fisherman, And the Bible
has changed the lives and
actions of you and me.
The Word of God says in
2 Corinthians 5:17,
"Therefore if any man be
in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all
things are become new."
The God who inspired
the Bible has preserved
His Word for us today. To
question that the Word of
God is to be taken literally
places us in danger of be-
ing led into error.
The Word of God is the
Sword of the Spirit by
which He convicts men of
sin, of righteousness, and
of judgment. The Word of
God is true. Believe it! The
Word of God abides for-
ever. Preach it! The Word
of God makes us wise unto
salvation. Receive its truth
and reioice in it!
f W. E. Dowell, Sr., is
pastor of Baptist Temple,
chancellor of Baptist Bible
College, and administrator
of Christian Schools of
Springfield, all in Spring-
field. Missouri.
of Perfecl
Church
Atlendonce
Monty Cummings of
Bellevue Baptist Church in
Owensboro, Kentucky, has
not missed a church service
in more than 26 years. His
steady attendance includes
Sunday morning and eve-
ning services and Wednes-
day evening service. Monty
says, "Of course it is
nothing more than any
Christian ought to do."
Monty has had some
close calls nearly interrupt
his continuous attendance.
One Sunday morning when
the temperature was 10
degrees below zero, Monty
could not start his car or
truck. He called the cab
company only to find they
were two hours behind
schedule. Knowing this
would cause him to miss
church, Monty prayed and
then went back out to find
that his car started right
away.
"I am not trying so
AST
Over 26 Yeors much to make a record asI am trying to challenge
Christians everywhere to
do likewise," remarked
Monty. Last September,
the Bellevue Baptist Church
recognized Monty for his re-
markable church attendance.
Many of his friends
have encouraged Monty to
see if his uninterrupted at-
tendance sets a world
record. In an effort to find
out, the Fundamentalist
Journal solicits your reply.
If you have had perfect
church attendance for 26
or more years, or know of
someone who has, please
write: Editor, Fundamen-
talist J ournal, Lynchburg,
Virginia 24514. The dead-
line for information on
this subject is November l,
1985. A report of reader
response will appear in
the January 1986 issue.
Sermon
Oulline
The Call of Isaiah
Isaiah 6
I. His confrontation (w.14)
II. His confession (v.5)
IIL His consecration (w.6-7)
IV. His call (v.8)
V. His commission (w.9-13)
Word Study
Hupomone means
"patience" and comes from
the Greek noun meaning
"an abiding under" (hupo,
under; rl€firo; to abide). As
in James l:3, it usually
refers to patience that is
Iearned under adversity or
endurance in trials.
RING
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We Asked
Wolloce...
To complete this state-
ment: Growing churches in
the eighties must. . .con-
centrate on carrying out
the Great Commission and
solve the problems that
arise from doing so.
How old were you when
you first began pastoring,
and if you knew then what
you know now, what would
you have done differently?
Age 24.I would have given
more time to Scripture
memorization.
Who is your favorite
biblical character and
why? Joseph-because of
the seven-fold victory in
his life over adversity, pros-
perity, temptations, false
accusations, broken pledges,
human reasoning, and
time's horizons.
What are the five best
sermons you have ever
heard and by whom were
they preached? "Fresh Oil"
by Jack Hyles, "Payday
Some Day" by R. G. Lee,
"God's Three Deadlines"
by J. Harold Smith, "Who
Killed Dallas Case?" by
Lee Roberson, and "Prayer-
Asking and Receiving" by
John R. Rice.
I Tom Wallace a sraduate
of Tennessee Tem-ple Uni-
versity, is pastor of neth
Haven Baptist Church in
Louisville, Kentucky.
Church News
Two "Love Life Semi-
nars" are scheduled in
November at the Word of
Life Inn, Schroon Lake.
The November 15-17 seminar
is for married and engaged
couples and features
Dr. and Mrs. Ed Wheat of
Springdale, Arkansas.
The November 18-20
seminar is for pastors and
full-time Christian workers
and features both the
Wheats and W. Jack Hudson,
pastor of Northside Bap-
tist Church, Charlotte,
North Carolina.
For more information
contact: Registrar, Word
of Life, Schroon Lake,
New York 12870 or call
5 1 8 - 5 3 2 - 7 1 1 1 .
The Church Growth In-
stitute of Lynchburg,
Virginia, offers three dif-
ferent packages: "Friend
Day," "Stewardship," and
"Leadership Training. "
During the past year
more than 15,000 people
have registered for the
seminars. Elmer Towns,
founder of the institute,
says, "We create and pro-
vide evanselism resources
for local Jhurches."
For more information
concerning the Church
Growth Institute, write
P. O. Box 4618, Lynchburg,
Virginia 24502, or call
804-237-5 I 5.
Robert S. McBirnie,
currently president of
Grace Graduate School of
Theology in Long Beach,
California, has been ap-
pointed the new president
of the California Graduate
School of Theology in
Glendale, California. He
succeeds Don Ellis. McBirnie
holds the Ph.D. from the
University of Iowa.
On July 6 Word of Life
opened its newest camp-a
200-acre facility in Owen
Sound, part of Ontario's
Georgian Bay tourist region.
The camp's biblically based
program is designed to
emphasize the truths of
the gospel.
Programs are available
for young people 7 years
old through college-and-
career age. For more infor-
mation contact: Registrar,
Word of Life Camp, R.D. #8,
Owen Sound, Ontario
N4K5W4, or call in Canada
5 l  9-376-35 16.
The "Peace Committee"
that will try to bring an end
to hostilities between factions
in the Southern Baptist
Conventlon met for the first
time August 5-6 in Nashville.
Headed by Charles
Fuller of Roanoke,
Virginia, the 22-member
committee, will study the
denomination's divisive
controversies and make
recommendations for end-
ing the six-year war be-
tween the "Moderate" and
"Conservative" forces. (RNS)
As of mid-September,
J. Don Jennings assumed
the positions of pastor of
Highland Park Baptist
Church and president of
Tennessee Temple Uni-
versity of Chattanooga,
Tennessee. Jennings
follows J. R. Faulkner and
Lee Roberson.
Reoch Oul
ond Touch
Someone
by Floyd E. CIay
Shut-ins, who for what-
ever reason cannot attend
church services, neect to
hear God's Word preached
too.  Yes,  they can tune in
a local radio or television
program, but that is not
the same-as the personal
message from a pastor or
teacher.
Through a unique tele-
phone ministry you can
reach out and touch their
l ives in a special way. A
simple phone call can pro-
vide shut-ins with Sundav
school lessons each week.
This service is easy to ar-
range and fills a real need.
When you init ially call
the shut-in, have him choose
a 10- to l5-minute period
that best f its his schedule
and yours. To avoid confu-
sion, adhere strictly to this
set t ime oeriod.
A record of the shut-in's
name and telephone num-
b e r o n a 3 x 5 c a r d , o r i n
a notebook, should be ar-
ranged in time-slot order
for convenience in call ins.
Lesson material rnuy 6"
recorded from your own
Sunday school class or
from another teacher's les-
son.  You may wish to
condense an entire session
and read it to the shut-in.
Visit shut-in students
on occasion, letting them
know their church really
cares.
As you consider a shut-
in telephone ministry, you
may d iscover  ideas of  your
own to reach people.
Whatever method you
choose. vou wil l ex-
perience God's blessings
by reaching those with
special needs.
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prescribed; however, a new
policy has been adopted.
Teachers may give deten-
tion notices with the ap-
proval of the principal.
Teachers do not paddle.
We try to emphasize posi-
tive discipline. Although
students are not rewarded
for behavior that is ex-
pected, we do recognize
students whose behavior is
"above and beyond the
call of duty." Educational
trips are planned for junior
high students who receive
no demerits.
Q. Is punishment ever
given in the lorm of giving
verses to memorize?
A. No. We do not want
to have Bible memorization
associated with punishment.
Q. Do you have a program
to replace school property
that is destroyed?
A. Yes, the student
pays for damages. We en-
courage parents to require
the student to pay, rather
than just dishing out the
money for him.
Q. Do you have a repri
mand or demerit system?
A. Kindergarten through
grade eight has a tally (or
demerit) system. One after-
noon a week is regularly
scheduled as detention day
for junior and senior high,
but in some instances
Saturday detention occurs.
When this happens the stu-
dent must pay the
teacher's alary for com-
ing to school that day.
Q. What is your school's
basic approach to
discipline?
A. We believe in scrip-
tural methods of discipline.
We stress fairness. The
process is first counsel,
then detention, then pad-
dling, then suspension, and
finally, withdrawal. We try
to make sure the discipline
is no greater than the of-
fense. Paddling is usec
more for younger students.
Q. How is this admin-
istered?
A. The teachers repri
mand and counsel. The
principal will counsel, give
detention, or paddle-
depending on the offense
and how long the student
has been in school. Stu-
dents are given a chance to
understand the school's
discipline program.
Q. How effective do you
think your discipline is in
curbing repeat offenders?
A. Very good. When
students are faced with
consistency, they will de-
cide whether to stay or
leave. Also. when thev
know that discinline is
guided by fairniss and
love, they are more willing
to accept it. I believe the
old saying has a lot of
truth: "If you love enough,
you can be tough."
Americon
Religious
Beliefs
Chonging
Little
"Perhaps the most ap-
propriate word to describe
the religious character of
the nation as a whole over
the last half-century is
'stabil ity,"' George Gallup,
Jr., president of the Gallup
Poll, said in a 57-page
report entit led "Religion
in America; 50 Years."
Belief in God, the deity
of Jesus, and life after
death; prayer and Bible
reading; church attendance
and membership; and con-
fidence in religious institu-
tions are reported to be as
widesnread now as when
Gallup first began poll ing
religious beliefs in the
1930s.
AIso consistent through-
out the period, however,
have been a "glaring lack"
of religious knowledge, "super-
Foirness,
Consislency
Are Keys to
Successful
School
Discipline
A major problem in
Christian schools today is
how to define, administer,
and reinforce discioline.
We asked Lois Fitzpatrick,
assistant director of River-
dale Baptist School, Upper
Marlboro, Maryland, how
they manage to give ade-
quate attention to student
behavior while building a
very successful school.
The school was founded in
1971 and has a present
enrollment of 1,050.
Q. What type of parent
involvement do you have?
A. Parents are always
called if a student must be
sent to the office for cor-
rection, or if the student is
constantly misbehaving.
We also write to parents
and invite them to confer-
ences. For the most part,
parents are cooperative. If
they are not supportive of
the school's discipline pro-
gram, the child is not
reenrolled the next school
year.
Q. Do your teachers
have some freedom to ad-
minister discipline in their
own classrooms?
A. Discipline is more
ficiality" of faith, a gap
between "high religiosity"
and " low eth ics,"  and
failure of religious institu-
tions to change society,
the report said.
In one exception, there
has been a significant
decline in the proportion
of Americans who say
religion is important in
their lives-from three-
quarters in 1952 to 56
percent in the 1980s.
On the whole however,
recent trends signal
"renewed interest in reli-
gion," according to the
report. Trends cited in-
clude growing participation
in Bible study groups,
"new religious ferment"
on college campuses, and
desire to see religion play
a greater role in public life.
At the same time, there
have been sharp declines
in those areas among
Europeans since World
War II. In one poll only 27
percent of Western Euro-
peans surveyed said
religion is very important
to them.
Among Americans, about
95 percent hold to a belief
in God or "a universal
spirit," almost identical to
the figure recorded in
1944. In nearly 20 surveys
since 1939, roughly 4 in 10
people said they had at-
tended a church or syna-
gogue in the last seven
days. The major exception
to this occurred in 1955,
when nearly half of the
public attended weekly
religious services.
Yet many Americans
demonstrate a "self-centered
kind of  fa i th , "  according
to Galluo. Thev are more
likely to say tiey pray,
read the Bible, and engage
in other religious practices
because "it makes me feel
good" rather than because
it makes them "realize the
need for repentance or the
need to do God's wil l
regardless of the cost." (RNS)
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First Bible
Boptist
Church
Growing in
Belhlehem
Five miles south ol
Jerusalem lies Bethlehem,
the city of David. Here
Rachel was buried, Ruth
gleaned in the fields of
Boaz, David was anointed
king, and Jesus was born
in a manger.
Today Bethlehem is a
town of about 15,000 peo-
ple, mostly Greek Orthodox
Catholics and Muslims. At
harvest time, villagers stil l
gather wheat as they did
in the days of Ruth and
Boaz. Vineyards, fig trees,
and olive orchards
decorate the rolling hills.
Time seems to have stood
still here for a thousand
years.
Seventeen years ago, a
young man from Jerusalem
heard the gospel for the
first time. Though he was
Greek Orthodox from birth
and had 1l uncles in the
priesthood, Naim Khoury
accepted the gospel and
trusted the Lord to save
him. Now he is nastor of
the First Bible Baptist
Church in Bethlehem.
Khoury graduated from
Baptist Bible College,
Springfield, Missouri, in
1978 and began to build
his church in the land of
his birth. The tiny congre-
gation first met in a two-
bedroom apartment, but
quickly needed more room.
One year later, 500 people
were present for the dedi-
cation service of their new
building.
Khoury reports that
over 750 people have ac-
cepted the Lord through
the First Bible Baptist
Church, and his church
averages 150-200 in atten-
dance. The Lord has given
him a new goal-the estab-
lishment of a Christian
school and Bible institute.
Khoury reported, "The
Lord laid on our heart to
start a Christian school
and Bible college, the only
one of its kind in the whole
nation, so as to be able to
raise up and train a gen-
eration built upon the
Word of God-to be able
to establish churches and
win souls for the glory of
God before Jesus comes
back again. Israel is com-
pletely closed. The only
hope left for the country is
through nationals like my-
self and others to preach
the gospel."
Khoury believes that his
fellow countrymen are "not
very receptive to the gos-
pel. They are too much at-
tached to their tradition.
They are religious but lost.
The greatest need in our
Iand is for the people to
Iearn more about the Lord
through a Christian school
and Bible institute."
Khoury has begun the
construction of his school,
although less than half of
the needed $100.000 has
been raised. In addition,
Khourv's associate. Musa
Abu Ali, has started Calvary
Baptist Church just north
of Jerusalem. Anyone inter-
ested in helping Khoury's
effort should contact Ken
Gillming, pastor of Cherry
Street Baptist Church,
Springfield, Missouri,
(4r7)83r.2626.
Thou Sholt Not
Copy-Right?
by David Randlett
You do not have to be
a Philadelphia lawyer to
understand the copyright
law. A copyright notice
usually appears on the
bottom of the first page of
a copyrighted work as @,
or "copyright," or "Copr.,"
followed by the copyright
date and the name of the
copyright holder. (Example:
Copyright O 1979 by
Word Music, Inc.)Works
created after January l,
1978, are protected for the
life of the composer (author)
plus 50 years. After expira-
tion of the copyright the
works enter the "public
domain" and are free to
be used.
Many violations of the
copyright law involve
photocopying music for
church use. A person will
buy one copy of a piece of
music, and photocopy
enough for the entire
choir, or just one or two
copies for his accompanist
or trio or quartet. This is
a violation of the law.
The copyright law is
designed to protect cre-
ative people who derive
financial rewards from the
fruits of their labor.
Songwriters, poets, authors,
and others are paid a
percentage of the selling
price of their creative
work-a royalty. Each
time you photocopy their
work, you deny them their
rightful royalty. This is
stealing.
The copyright law
covers music, poetry,
Iyrics, books, records,
cassette tapes, artwork,
and any other type of
creative works.
When can you duplicate
copyrighted materials ? Only
after conlacting the
copyright holder and
receiving written permis-
sion from him. Until you
receive permission, do
nothing!
For more information
concerning this law con-
tact: Copyright Office,
Library of Congress,
Washington, D.C. 20559
Webster
sclys...
A copyright is "the ex-
clusive legal right to
reproduce, publish, and
sell the matter and form
of a literary, musical, or
artistic work."
"Rev. Peterson's In the Holy Lond, the youth postor's under the church bus, ond the
mlnlster of muslc ls In loll for Dhotocopylng muslc. Wont to tolh to the lonltor?"
Ooopyright 15A4, LEADEFSTilP,DlJfrVAL. Us€d by p€miasim.
I
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IN REVIEW
IHE CHITDREN OFGOD:
Ihe Inside Slory
by Deboroh (Lindo Berg) Dovis
Reviewed by Ed Hindson,
Senior Editor
The cult explosion of the 1960s and
1970s often hitchhiked on the contem-
porary "Jesus Movement" and its reac-
tion to the hippie counterculture. One
of the most bizarre cults rising to
popularity at that time was the multi-
national movement known as the Chil-
dren of God. This book is the personal
memoir of the frightening and fascinat-
ing experiences of the daughter of
David Berg, founder of that cult and
author of its famous "Mo(ses) Letters."
This compelling firsthand account pro-
vides keen insight into the psychology
of religious cults.
Here is a tale of intimidation, de-
ceit, twisted logic, immorality, and
gross personal manipulation of thou-
sands of people. Rarely has someone
so close to the leadership of such a cult
exposed the entire familv historv
behind the colt leader. In"carefully
documented fashion Deborah Davis
tells the story of her grandparents'
break with the Christian church
("Disciples") and their subsequent rise
to leadership in a Pentecostal healing
ministry (a path very similar to that of
Jim Jones of the People's Temple cult).
Raised under the influence of his domi
nant and powerful preacher-mother,
David Berg would develop an itinerant
evangelistic ministry of his own. With
pathos, compassion, and humility his
daughter tells the story of her early
childhood uring those days. Locked in
a world with little security other than
her ever-traveling family, she devel-
oped a complete dependence upon
them for all contact with the real
world.
Without bitterness or accusation,
the author tells of her father's in-
cestuous advances, her broken mar-
riage, her children born out of wed-
lock, and the all-pervasive grip the cult
"Family" held on her total being. Yet,
she admits "I was responsible for be-
ing dominated. . . Neither my father
nor this movement could have held any
power over me at all unless I had
yielded to them."
She tells the story of her father's
self-deduced belief that he had become
God's End-Time Prophet and that his
letters were revelations of God's Word
to His true disciples. Riding the crest
of the Jesus Movement and fueled by
his mother's total rejection of the
established churches, David Berg
created the Royal Family'to bring in
the kingdom of God. Luring converts
from the disillusioned youth of the six-
ties and early seventies, with the
slogan "Jesus loves you," the Children
of God developed into a rapidly spread-
ing street cult.
With genuine caution the author
warns against the Charismatic confu-
sion that runs through the COG cult.
She writes: "Christians involved in
Charismatic ircles should take a long
look at the early stages of the Jesus
People movement and specifically the
Children of God, which began as a
Charismatic, Bible-believing organiza-
tion." She adds further, "Many Chris-
tians who claim to have discernment
have been duped by men such as my
father boasting the 'gifts' of the Holy
Spirit." She then concludes: "By their
fruits shallye know them-not by their
gifts."
Deborah's keen insight about cult
life, its control over its leadership,
revelations of exception to biblical
commands, and the occult invasion of
the mind of the leader are chill ing in-
deed. Yet, in spite of all this, she ad-
mits: "Coming out of a cult is more dif-
ficult by far than being in." Emerging
from a life of falsehood and admitting
you have been wrong, she warns, is a
painfully excruciating experience. The
cult member has nowhere to turn for
help because he has been programmed
to hate and distrust everyone. She tells
of the spiritual confusion she and her
husband faced after their break with
COG. She writes: "You can be out of
a cult physically, but still be very much
'in' the cult, for the cult is part of you."
Freedom from the cult comes only
when we find God's true freedom and
forgiveness, she adds. Her story
reaches its climax when she and her
husband finally come to Christ in 1981
at a Bill Gothard seminar in Long
Beach, California, after three years of
spiritual confusion since their break
with COG.
This is a powerful yet heartbreak-
ing book that should be read by every
Christian. Its insight, pathos, and
detail will keep you on the edge of your
seat. Its tale of tragedy will give you
compassion(not anger) for those locked
in religious cults. If you really want to
help them, get this book! (Zondervan,
1984,244pp.,  $10.95)
GODS OF THE NEW AGE
by Coryl Mofrisciono
Reviewed bv Ed Hindson
"The West has been invaded by the
East ! "  c la ims the cover  of  th is  con-
troversial expose of the New Age Move-
ment. Written by a former Krishna
cultist and New Age advocate, this book
is an absorbing and compelling ac-
count of one woman's struggle to
understand the modern world.
This book is not a technical or doc-
trinal evaluation, rather it is a vivid
personal account of one person's spir-
itual odyssey from the teenage rock
culture of the 1960s throueh the
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Eastern cults (Krishna, Yoga, Trans-
cendental Meditation, Astral Proiec-
t ion ,  e tc . ;  o f  the  1970s,  f ina l l y
culminating in a personal conversion
to Jesus Christ. It is a powerful and
compelling real-life drima. Though
written to laymen, every pastor needs
to read this book in order to under-
stand the mind-set of today's 30-vear-
olds, many of whom are products
of the same subculture as Caryl
Matrisciana.
Raised in India by British parents,
the author grew up with an aversion
to Hinduism, yet she fell into the
mystical magnetism of its Westernized
counterDart: the New Ase Movement.
Her stoiy begins as a teJnager watch-
ing the play "Hair," where she begins
longing for the "Age of Aquarius." Her
pursuit of inner happiness eventually
leads her through materialism, drugs,
yoga, meditation, est, rebirthing, mind-
control, and finally the pursuit of
Krishna-consciousness. Her story
could be repeated many times by the
"victims" of New Age philosophy. A
broken marriage, live-in arrangements,
promiscuity, and eventually total con-
fusion lead her to complete despera-
tion and an encounter with the gospel
of Jesus Christ. Her clear, powerful
salvation testimony needs to be read
by every Christian personal worker
who wants to understand how to reach
today's young adults.
The author provides a personal
Iook at an aspect of contemporary life
that is foreign to many Christians. She
is very critical of New Age philosophy
as reflected in rock music and in
movies such as Star Wars and The
Empire Strikes Back. She is convinced
that these films are filled with Hindu/
Krishna concepts promoting reincar-
nation, yoga, transcendental medita-
tion, altered consciousness, and so
forth, Her comments are balanced and
perceptive, and she is obviously right!
In light of the growing impact of
counterfeit religion, every Christian
would do well to read this book.
Caryl's own testimony says it best:
"Like the blazing sun breaking through
a month of foggy days, Jesus entered
my life. The counterfeits vanished,
burned away by His genuine gifts.
How desperately I had needed Him
before I had even understood who He
was!" Her vivid personal narrative will
not let you put this book down once
you begin reading her story. (Harvest
House, 1985, 22lpp.,  $6.95)
UNHOTY DEVOTION: Why Cults
lure Chrislions
by Horold Bussell
The dean of the chapel at Gordon
College has written a clever treatment
of the psychospiritual lure of the cults.
In this volume he examines such issues
as uncritical devotion to leaders, sub-
jective religious experiences, inflated
expectations, the vulnerability of
power, and the problem of legalism.
He calls for a genuine Christianity that
is morally absolute and culturally rel-
ative as the best deterrent to cultic
enslavement. (Zondervan, 1983, l28pp.,
$4.es)
COME BEFORE WINTER...
AND SHARE MY HOPE
by Chorles R. Swindoll
-E.H.
Typical of his jam-packed, thoughr
provoking style in Growing Strong in
the Seasons ol Life, Charles R. Swin-
doll repeats his performance in Come
before Winter.. . and Share My Hope.
Through witty stories and ancient prov-
erbs, he presents a treasure of en-
couragement and hope in 122 ever-so-
brief chapters. Each concludes with an
appropriate Bible reading. Swindoll's
creative presentations are inspirational
daily devotions making it tough to read
just one. (Multnomah Press, 344pp.,
$r3.es) -D,W.H,
THE HIGH COST OF INDIFFERENCE
edited by Richord Cizik
This collection of statements on a
variety of political and social issues-
from abortion to poetry, nuclear arms
to pornography-is different in its em-
phasis on getting involved. Each chap-
ter contains a brief examination of cur-
rent condition and a statement of
biblical position, but the largest sec-
tion is an examination of how Chris-
tians relate to a given situation, what
can be done about it, and how to do it.
A lengthy section of the book is a
debated discussion of how government
works and how Christians can make
their influence known. There is a great
deal of very practical advice on
everything from organizing to letter-
writing. (Regal Books, 1984, 238pp.,
MADATGOD?
F.Ff:lefi iiffi Hi idft F+idffi f+BBililifsr*LidFrillelj'llFJFffi liidFJEri
Don't be - in this book Uou'll
discooer the "whg" of hu.
man suffering and pain.
The most frequently asked question in
America is, "Why do people suffer?"
In this highly provocative and thought-
ful book, Dr. Edwin Young (pastor
of Second Baptist Church, flouston,
Texas, and viewed by mill ions on
television ) provides fresh insight
and answers on the subject of
suffering from God's perspec-
tive.
Rejecting simplistic ideas the au-
thor gets past the "health, wealth, and
i
I
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Slry success" notions and points the way to a sov-
..",'*{i*ii :. €reign God who alone can comfort us and show us
.i}-iaol6*r TIIE PURPOSE Of' SU,nFDfilftC.
""--i"ffif.1-;:t|ffi,mit Available at Christian bookstores or call toll-free
A A A  F ' -  A A ' A1 - 800 '547'8979 for VISA and Mastercard orders
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FACE THE FACTS
Speak Up! End Open Season on Christians
kay, all you left-wingers out
there, get ready for another big
censorshio battle. But wait.
This time it 's not a bunch of dumb,
right-wing Fundamentalists, as you are
fond of call ing them, but one of your
own. What to do?
A social studies textbook for iunior
high schools can no longer be bought
by public schools in New York City
because officials have deemed it offen-
sive to ltalians, Greeks, Japanese, and
Jews. According to the New York Times
(so we know it 's true, right?), the book
had originally been approved for pur-
chase in January, based on an evalua-
tion of its reading level and not its con-
tent. It was reevaluated after a teacher
comnlained.
A school curriculum spokeswoman
said the book, aimed at students with
learning diff iculties, was originally
by Cal Thomas
reviewed only to determine if i t was
appropriate for children in special
education classes. In the future, she
said, such books wil l also be assessed
by experts familiar with the subject
matter.
Reading further in the story, we
quickly see what the real problem is
for the teacher who complained. On
page 43 is this: "The religion of the
Jews was of no interest to the Romans.
But it is of interest to us because Christ
was a Jew." Another passage on page 17
said that "the Greeks had a religion but
they were not too serious about it."
This passage was disputed on the
grounds that many flocked to the
Delphic Oracle, but missing from the
critic's obiection was the definition of
the word'serious.
In any case, you can bet that if this
book contained disparaging references
to Christians, there would have been
no complaint at all. And on the off
chance there might have been a com-
plaint, say, from a Christian parent, I
can flat out guarantee that the ACLU
and their fellow travelers would have
been there immediately, accusing the
Christian parent of censorship, thought
control, opposition to academic free-
dom, and all the rest, to say nothing of
violating the First Amendment.
Only insults, real or imagined, that
are directed at left-wing or socially
protected groups can be banned. But
it is always open season on Christians
and Conservatives. You know whv.
don't you? Because we never speak up,
and the Liberals are never forced to
pay a price for their insults, If we
continue to remain silent, we deserve
the treatment we are getting. I
Horvdoesvour
church'stack up?
To build a church, you need the right building
blocks. Jesus Christ, the chief cornerstone. God s
Word, the solid foundation. And another vital
building block-a strong Sunday School.
The Scripture Press All-Bible Curriculum is
sturdily built on God's Word, with Christ at its
center. Every lesson is a Bible lesson applied to
the problems of everyday life. Evangelism is
emphasized. Guided Discovery Learning helps
students get into God s Word for themselves and respond to God. The Departmental Grading
Plan is so versatile that the All-Bible Curriculum fits easily into the structure of any Sunday
School. Teachers welcome the special teaching helps woven into all materials. And "total"
teaching is simple since all lesson elements are related.
Build your church by building your Sunday School with Scripture Press All-Bible
Curriculum. Send today for your FREE Curriculum Evaluation Kits...and see for
yourself how this proven curriculum can work for every age-group in your church.
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TREASURES FROM THE TE(l'
he crisp days of October remind
us of a significant period in
Israel's ceremonial year-the
Feast of Tabernacles, or Succoth.
Succoth, in turn, reminds us of the
necessity of paying strict attention to
the context in determining the full
meaning of given words or terms.
The singular noun (sukkaft) refers
to a covert or temporary abode (2 Sam.
1l:11).  The word can be used with bad
or good associations. In portraying the
coming judgment of Israel, Isaiah proph-
esies that the nation will be reduced
to living in a "cottage" in a vineyard.
So severe would be the judgment that
the people would be reduced to seeking
shelter in temporary booths. Contrari-
wise, God provides for the believer a
shelter from the scurrilous slander of
scheming men (Ps. 3l:20).
The word also names the Israelite
practice of living in booths made from
tree branches at the Feast of Taber-
nacles (I-ev.23:40ff.). This feasI, Succoth,
occurring from the l5th to the 2lst of
Tishi (our September/October) marked
Harvest Time
bv Richard D. Patterson
the end of the agricultural season
(Lev.23:39-42; Deut. l6:13) and of the
religious year (Lev. 23:2-44). Begun and
closed by a Sabbath day, it spoke of the
joy and thankfulness of a redeemed
people who rested in God's provision
for all of life's necessities (Lev. 23:35-43;
Deut. 16:lzl-15). All three feasts held
special theological significance.
Passover reminded the people of their
divinely provided redemption. Pentecost
symbolized the thankfulness of a people
who were not only grateful for the first-
fruits of the grain harvest but who
looked forward with joy and antici-
pation to the culmination of the harvest
season in the fall. The Feast of Taber-
nacles marked the climax of the reli-
gious year when a thankful people
entered fully into the anticipated prom-
ises, resting fully in the God who had
supplied their needs.
Succoth, together with Passover
and Pentecost, was one of the three
great national feasts to which all males
were summoned. The instructions add:
"And they shall not appear before the
Lord empty: Every man shall give as
he is able, according to the blessing of
the Lord thy God which he hath given
thee" (Deut. 16:16-17).
Each of these feasts was designedly
prophetic of the completed redemption
that Messiah would accomplish. Pass-
over looked forward to Messiah's
accomplished redemption, an expec-
tation realized in Christ's death and
Resur rec t ion  (1  Cor .5 :7 ;  15 :3-4) .
Pentecost marks the inception of the
Christian church (Acts 2; I I : I 5- 1 7) and
the inauguration of that era during
which the souls of all men will be
ingathered in great fullness through
the gospel proclamation (cf. Rom.
ll:13-24; I Cor. l5:20-23). Tabernacles
looks on to the final harvest in that age
when Messiah shall raise the fallen
booth of David (Amos 9:11)and reign
as King among His people in a period
of blessed peace and contentment (cf.
Isa. 4:6; Rom. ll:25-32 with Rev.
19:15-17).  t
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Atl in the
Family
for Fun
by Tim and Beverly LaHaye
Family life is better
than ever-for some. Mil-
lions of families are enjoying
close loving relationships,
with obedient children, and
62.5 percent of American
couples are not getting a
divorce. A recent USAToday
survey indicated that 68
percent of those respond-
ing were "very satisfied
with their family life."
Those who enjoy family
life have learned that the
home is the place to promote
family fun and fellowship.
Usually those 6-10 p.m.
weeknights and Saturdays
and Sundays are times for
planning family activities.
Unless you plan family
time it will probably be
crowded out by other ac-
tivities. Here are some sug-
gestions for scheduling
your family's time together:
Serve dinner as soon as
possible since late dinners
cut into the family hour.
Make dinner a relaxed
time of mutual sharine of
the events of the day. If
problems surface during
dinner, deal with them later.
If everyone helps with
the kitchen cleanup, it can
be finished in 10 minutes.
Take time for devotions
after dinner, including
each family member in the
Bible discussion and prayer
time.
Plan a family event such
as a game of Scrabble, a
home improvement proj-
ect, a sports activity, or a
trip to the ice cream parlor.
Allow time for home-
work, reading, or hobbies.
Whenever possible let
the activities of one family
member be an opportunity
for the entire family to go
out (Johnny's baseball
game).
On Wednesday and
Sunday nights go to
church as a family.
One nisht a week should
be designited as Mom and
Dad's night out.
Make the most of the
few nights you have for
family togetherness. Take
it from one who knows-
the 20 or so years you
have the family together
pass much more rapidly
than you realize. Those
who make the family their
main priority under God
will see their children
grow up to become their
best friends.
Bev and I live an excit-
ing life in Washington, D.C.,
during the week, in Dallas
on weekends, and on special
trips to anywhere in be-
tween, Every now and
then though, if I could, I
would relive those family
nights. Don't waste yours.
Ghoosing
a Ghurch
by Muiel Larson
Carol and Ed
Sheridan are typi-
cal of our mobile
society. An engi-
neer, Ed often
moves with his job,
so they frequently
have to seek out a
new church home.
"I feel Iike a
lost sheep sometimes,"
Carol admits, "trying one
church after another each
Sunday. Ed will like one,
I'll like another, and the
kids will l ike the third!
How do we go about choos-
inp a new church?"
Because of this uncer-
tainty, some professing
Christians fall by the
wayside-and their children
do too. Here are some im-
portant questions to ask
when evaluating a prospec-
tive church:
Is the gospel of Jesus
Christ preached? First
Corinthians 15:3-4 identi-
fies the gospel as the death,
burial, and Resurrection
of Christ. The Lord Jesus
said it includes the preach-
ing of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins (Luke
24:47\.
Is'the Bible taught and
how? Sunday school
classes are sometimes used
to discuss current events
or to verbally attack the
Word of God. Scripture is
often taken out of context
by unredeemed ministers
and false sects, to prove
their particular beliefs.
What will our money
support? With what orga-
nizations is this church
affiliated? Thirty-two Prot-
estant and Orthodox de-
nominations representing
40 million Christians are
affiliated with outright
Liberal organizations uch
as the National and World
Councils c.'f Churches.
A number of denomina-
tional schools actually de-
t
1.,
I
stroy faith in God's Word
through their teaching of
the theory of evolution as
truth and their attempting
to explain away the
miracles in the Bible.
What influence will
this church have on our
family? Will we grow in
grace and knowledge of
the Lord in this church?
Will an unsaved mate,
children, or other relatives
be won to Christ with this
church's help? Is it a
witnessing, loving, pray-
ing, Christ-centered
church?
Do we feel at peace at-
tending this church? Can
we support the church
wholeheartedly? Do we
find sweet fellowship with
the saints? Does the Lord
want us to serve in this
olace?
If no church in your
area meets these criteria,
try locating one within a
half-hour drive. If you
have to go that far to find
one, there are probably
other believers in your
area who would like to
join you in starting a
Bible-preaching church.
Contact a Bible college,
the American Missionary
Fellowship, Village Mis-
sions, or other similar
organizations for a student
or missionary pastor.
There is no reason your
area should be starved for
Bible teaching and preach-
ing as long as there is a
handful of Christians who
can latch on to the power
of Christ!
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diabetic's blood sugars,
and not smoking can
Drevent or retard the
process of hardening
of the arteries.
Possibly the
most important
factor in stroke
prevention is
the control of
hyperten-
sion, or high
blood pressure.
Eat a low-fat  d iet ,  con-
trol elevated blood fats or
elevated blood sugar, stop
smoking, and above all,
check your blood pressure
often. If you have questions
about vour blood pressure
or desire more information,
contact your family
phvsician.
Ghildren's
Bookshelf
Faced with trying to
find suitable books for
ages 4 to 8? Here is a top-
qual i ty ,  low-cost  "Learning
About Series" of beautifully
i l lustrated teaching-tool
books with a positive Chris-
tian approach.
Learning About Prayer
encourages children to
make prayer a natural
part of every day.
Learning About the
Bible gives an accurate ac-
count of how and why the
Bible was written.
Learning About the
Church teaches the history
of the Christian church.
Learning About Jesus
summarizes the l i fe  of
Jesus from Advent to
Ascension. (Felicity
Henderson, Lion Publish-
ing Company, $3.95 ea.)-J.B.
Another book of interest
for the younger set, The
Deep Forest Award teaches
the principles of sacrificial
love, mercy, and compas-
sion in a beautiful country-
setting story of animals.
(Jean Bell Mosley, Cross-
way Books, $5.95) -T.B.
Making
Financial
Decisions
Last month's fournal
covered the three basic
steps in getting started
with financial planning: (l)
Determine your present
condition, (2) Establish
written goals, and (3) Work
out written plans to meet
the goals.
After completing the ini-
t ial planning process, you
will need to make many
more decisions. The
following principles
should help you when you
approach. a financial
crossroao.
Look to God for His
wisdom. "If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God"
(James l:5). Read God's
Word, pray, and then listen.
He will provide the answer.
Look to your spouse
for balance. God has given
you an excellent "sounding
board" in your mate. Do
not overlook this valuable
source of direction. Prov-
erbs 19:14 says, "A prudent
wife is from the Lord."
Seek the counsel of
others. "Where no counsel
is, the people fall: but in
the multitude of counsel-
lors there is safety" (Prov.
1  1 :14) .
Scripture further helps
you narrow the field.
Psalm l:1 admonishes,
"Blessed is the man that
walketh not in the counsel
of the ungodly." This does
not mean that everv oer-
son from whom yo.r p.t.-
chase a product (insurance
or investments,  for  in-
stance) must be a Chris-
tian. It does, however,
require that those from
whom you take advice be
Christians.
Do not believe all the
advice you receive. Proverbs
14:15 cautions, "The simple
believeth every word: but
the prudent man looketh
well to his going." Be care-
ful not to let your advisors
make decisions for you.
God wil l ult imately hold
you responsible for the
outcome (Matt. 25: 1 4 -29).
Never make financial
decisions hurriedly or under
pressure. God will always
allow sufficient t ime to
discern His direction. In
2 Peter 1:5-6 we are ex-
horted to add knowledge,
self-control, and patience
to our spiritual inventory.
Most importantly, let
God guide you by giving you
peace. "Be careful for noth-
ing; but in every thing by
prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your re-
ouests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God,
which passeth all under-
standing, shall keep your
hearts and minds throush
Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:6-f.
I Paul G. Barringer, a
certified financial planner,
heads Financial Advisory
Services of Lynchburg,
Virsinia.
Preventing
Stroke
by Gregg Albers, M.D.
Many families have lost
loved ones to the tragic i l l-
ness called stroke. Some
are sti l l  caring for elderly
parents who have lost their
menta l  facul t ies to vary ing
degrees. This condition
may have been avoided
through healthier l i festyles
and preventat ive physic ian
care.
Stroke is the most com-
mon disabling and lethal
neurological disorder, and
the third most common
cause of death-preceded
only by heart disease and
cancers. A stroke occurs
when the brain becomes
damaged by a lack of
blood supply or by bleed-
ing into the brain itself.
Blood is blocked from
flowing to the brain when
a small clot forms in an
artery, which is poten-
tiated by atherosclerosis,
or "hardening of the
arteries." Bleeding into
the brain tissue occurs
when high blood pressure
causes small blood vessels
to break and bleed.
Stroke prevention, thus,
is twofold. Reducing the
saturated fats in the diet
wil l help reduce hardening
of the arteries. Treatment
of high blood fats, hyper-
lipidemia, control of a
60 Fundomentolist Journol
selors agree that lack of
communication, finances,
and relatives often cause
marriages to break up.
o Communication is a two-
way street. Both spouses
must talk and genuinely
listen. Listening takes pa-
tience, alertness, real in-
terest, and a desire to
share-the kind of listen-
ing you did when you first
met. Avoid interrupting,
being long-winded, trying
to overpower, arguing, and
insisting on winning.
o Make sure your mate
is happy with the ratio of
giving and taking in your
marriage. Be honest with
each other, working as a
team in making decisions
based on what is right
rather than who is right.
Man and woman
are designed to be
companions, not
competitors.
o Determine to stay attrac-
tive to each other. Refuse
to allow yourselves to get
fat, whiny, nagging, dirty,
sloppy, or moody,
o Make time for each other.
Plan a mini-vacation for
just the two of you at least
once a month, to reaffirm
your love and to realize
and fulfill each other's
needs.
o Accent common inter-
ests. Share fellowship with
couples you both like, Take
pride in raising your chil-
dren together.
r Avoid problems with
relatives. Agree on how
much. interference.you
wlsn ln your marrlage.
o Avoid problems with
friends. Each partner
should have personal
friends, but these must
never interfere with the
primary husband/wife
relationship.
o Keep faith in God, in
yourself, and in each other.
Pray together. God can re-
place selfish love with His
selfless love, enabling us
to love each other and our
children more completely.
Evelyn Saunders does
not know the meaning of
the word retirement. Even
though she and her hus-
band have left the mission
field where they served for
36 years, he is now the
pastor of a church and she
teaches Bible classes to
"anyone who extends the
invitation." One year she
taught 10 weekly Bible
classes-mornlng, noon,
and night.
She is 74, and her doc-
tor has warned her about
being too busy. But "busy"
is the natural state for this
woman who has lived a
rich life doins whatever
the Lord gavJher to do.
She went to India as a
single girl and worked for
two years learning the lan-
guage of this large country
so in need of medicine.
food, and the gospel.
Evelyn had studied the
medical missionary course
at Moody Bible Institute
and she was involved in
work at dispensaries.
"You just couldn't give the
gospel without first help-
ing those who were sick,"
she recalls.
After meeting and marry-
ing her husband, Wayne,
her goals changed. "My
first priority was being a
helpmeet for him," she
says. Wayne and Evelyn
worked together for l5
years in the villages of
India for their first two
missionary terms.
Evelyn found herself
mothering 181 children
during their next two mis-
sionary terms. She and her
husband served as
houseparents to missionary
children who were away
from their homes attend-
ing school in the hills of
south India. The children
came from Sweden, Greece,
India, Thailand, Ceylon,
and many other countries.
Evelyn laughs, "We had
our own wonderful exam-
ple of the Tower of Babel."
Their fifth and final
term was the most reward-
ing. Evelyn served as trea-
surer of a hospital and
Wayne was responsible for
l8 village churches. Five
years after leaving the field,
they once again visited
their place of work in India.
"We were fearing the worst-
the number of mission-
aries where we worked had
dropped from over 100 to
5. But we found a thrivins
church with more than 50b
adult baptisms each year.
The Lord is building His
church."
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Fun of It
It's pumpkin time!
Select your pumpkin as a
family, and then enjoy
creating his face and cut-
ting it out. Draw attention
to the seeds and talk about
God's plan for a new crop
of pumpkins. Maybe Mom
will treat the family to a
batch of roasted pumpkin
seeds, pumpkin pie, or
pumpkin breadl
Don't let those autumn
leaves get you down. In-
vite the whole family to a
special "fall" party. As
you work together raking,
take time to jump in the
leaves, build leaf forts,
and have leaf-throwing
battles. End the afternoon
with mugs of hot apple
cider and spicy gingerbread.
Take a trip to an apple
orchard where your family
can pick apples together
and maybe even enjoy a
picnic lunch. Talk about
how God created fruit-
bearing trees on the third
day of creation. Let the
whole family take part in
peeling apples for a juicy
pie or a batch of spicy
applesauce. -Jean Beck
Growing
in Fidelity
by Martha J. Beckman
The aim of every mar-
riage is for the parlners to
grow in Iove and loyalty to
each other. Marriage coun-
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fhere Is Still
Much to Give
Nancy stood in the
doorway of the Lansdown
Elementary School and felt
an eternity slip awav as
the teacher pliced u nu-"
tag on Marcy's shoulder.
"She won't need me to
teach her now," Nancy
mused. "Mrs. Kanly is the
teacher so I ' l l  just stay out
of  i t . "
Glancing at Marcy's
fresh, new lennis shoes,
Nancy remembered how
she had spent hours teach-
ing her daughter to tie her
shoes. They had often
taken long walks together,
and she would answer the
multitude of questions that
poured from her daughter's
inquisit ive mind. She re-
membered teaching Marcy
the colors in the riinbow"
and in her box of cravons.
and Marcy's delight ai
learning to count the new
kittens. "I hope I haven't
taught her anything wrong,"
Nancy reflected almost
guilt i ly.
Like many parents,
Nancy subconsciously
placed herself in the back-
seat of her daushter's
educational veh]cle. For-
getting the world of infor-
mation they have shared,
or considering themselves
inferior to the teacher,
parents devalue their role
in their child's education.
Parents are naturally
able to understand rheii
children's needs, abil it ies,
curiosities, and individual
personalities. No one knows
better than a parent how
two children in the same
family can be so different.
Realizing these differences,
a parent adapts his instruc-
t ion to meet  the abi l i t ies
and interest of each child.
A great deal of this in-
nate knowledge is unavail-
able to the teacher, vet it
is one of the most viluable
elements in the child's
education. By sharing ac-
cumulated knowledge, the
parent and teacher can ac-
tually assist each other in
creating the best learning
environment for the child.
When the teacher knows
areas in which the child
excels, she is able to en-
courage his enthusiasm
and thereby enhance his
wil l to learn. Parents and
teachers who understand
the chi ld 's  basic  learn ins
foundation, and then wo-rk
together toward a mutual
goal, are doing the
"kindest deed of all" for
the child.
Although you may feel
you have relinquished
your rights as a teaching
parent when your child
enters school, you actually
have an extended oppor-
tunity to uti l ize the
teaching skil ls you have
been using since the day
your child was born. Your
child needs you in a learn-
ing partnership arrange-
ment, and the smart teacher
realizes that he does too.
Let Your
.sYgsrt
be Yes
by C. S. Muir
"Sure, Joe, I' l l come
over and help you with
your car on Saturday."
"Why, of course, Mrs.
Brown. I' l l be glad to help
you clean the church this
week."
"I'll be huppy to teach
Sunday school, pastor."
"Okay, I' l l drive a car-
load of kids to the picnic."
But on Sundav, Joe's
car stil l is not running.
Mrs. Brown had ro clJan
the church alone. The
children sat untaught be-
cause the teacher did not
come. Five kids never sot
to the picnic
How lightly people take
their word! Nations pro-
tect themselves by signed
treaties, businesses by con-
tracts, courts of law by
sworn oaths, and individ-
uals by exacting solemn
promises from one another.
Sadly enough, there is not
much difference between
the world's faithlessness
in word-keeping and that
of God's people.
Jesus said, "Swear not
a t  a l l . . . .  B u t  l e t  y o u r
communication be, Yea,
yea; Nay, nay: for whatso-
ever is more than these
cometh of evil" (Matt.
5:34,37). Was our Lord put-
ting an end to the long-
standing Old Testament
teaching of faithful vow-
keeping? No, Jesus was
revealing the intent of the
law. Jesus' teachins re-
quired a man's healt and
thoughts to match his ac-
tions. A formal vow, sworn
in the name of God, is no
more binding than a simple
"yes,"
Does this mean that if
you tell your neighbor you
will sell him an old lamp
for $10 and then find out
it is an antique worth 9200
that you still have to offer
it to your neighbor for
$10? Yes, i t  does!
Jesus said to "count
the cost" before we besin.
We need to consider cire-
fully before we make a
promise, for God expects a
promise, once given, to be
kept. In Leviticus 5:4 God
says that if one does not
keep a bad oath, atonement
must be made for the sin
of not keeping it. But if
one does keep a bad oath,
then atonement must be
made for the sin of keep-
ing it.
Because in making a
bad oath we place our-
selves in double jeopardy,
we should make sure our
vows are not rash or hurt-
ful before we make them.
In His foreknowledse and
mercy, God has, hoivever,
made a provision to cleanse
us from the sins of com-
mission and omission
through the blood of Jesus
Christ.
A generation ago, "His
word is his bond" was a
common expression. This
concept is virtually non-
existent today. A bond is a
guarantee of considerable
value. Is your word your
bond?
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PROFILE
W. E. Dowell
Giant for God- Sprhgfield's Moral Conscience
by loan Rohr
n July 1955 hundreds of young
people from Texas, Oklahoma,
New Mexico, and Missouri gath-
ered at a crudely built fundamental
Baptist youth camp on the shores of
Lake Texoma between Texas and
0klahoma.
They assembled aily under the tab-
ernacle for great Bible preaching. The
choir, led by Earl Smith, highlighted
the evening services. Then a big,
mellow-voiced man stepped to the
pulpit and preached God's Word with
authority, conviction, and power. Each
night dozens of young people made
life-changing decisions. They became
pastors, missionaries, evangelists, and
Iaymen across the country and around
the world. I was among them.
The man who preached those
powerful sermons, W. E. Dowell, is no
stranger to Fundamentalism, the Bap-
tist Bible Fellowship, or the people of
Springfield, Missouri. He has com-
pleted over 50 years in the ministry, 37
of which were dedicated to making
Springfield a city with high moral
standards.
Bill Dowell was the 10th and young-
est child of a oreacher-farmer in Red-
bank, Texas. Fiis older brother was also
a preacher, and his mother prayed that
God would call Bill to oreach as well.
Influenced by her godly living, Bill ac-
cepted Christ and was baptized at age
main goal in my
Iife's ministry ltas been
to glorify Chrtst and
to build churches and
Cltristlans.
10. His first pastorate in Merkel,
Texas, was in the same church where
he was saved, baptized, and where he
had answered God's call to preach
when he was 19. There also he met and
fell in love with a beautiful, dedicated
Christian, Nola.
Already past their golden anniver-
sary, Bill and Nola have three children,
nine grandchildren, and seven great-
grandchildren. All three children and
many of the grandchildren are in full-
time Christian service.
Dowell pastored six years in Cali-
fornia. Throughout his ministry, he
has been influential in organizing new
churches and encouraging young
preachers.
In 1941 he was called to pastor the
High Street Baptist Church in Spring-
field. As a student and church member
there, I witnessed the combination of
humility and greatness at work in Bill
Dowell.
In 1950 Dowell was elected presi-
dent of the newly formed Baptist
Bible Fellowship. Because of his and
High Street's strength and testimony,
Springfield's central location was the
Iogical site for Baptist Bible College.
Dowell has been pastor, teacher, presi
dent, and now chancellor to thousands
of students at BBC. His love and con-
cern earned him a higher title, "Dr. D.,"
friend of students. Watching men and
women study and then go out to serve
the Lord is to him, "a thrill human
words cannot describe."
Dowell maintained a 33-year adio
broadcast and two television programs
for over l0 years.
After 22 years at High Street, he
was called to pastor Jacksonville Bap-
tist Temple in Florida. His 6-year
ministry there produced a new 3,000-
capacity auditorium. While there Bob
Jones University honored him with a
doctor's degree.
For the Iast 11 years Dowell has con-
tributed to the city of Springfield as
October ]985 63


the pastorof Baptist Temple. He under-
took the grave financial burden of this
church and with God's help has led it
to victory. Baptist Temple reflects the
pastor's loving, caring personality.
At 71, he knows the devastating ef-
fects of myasthenia gravis, diabetes,
and other health problems. Still, when
others might stop, he goes at the break-
neck pace of a man in his prime, arriv-
ing from a flight just in time to preach
Sunday night-next morning live on
KWFC radio at 7 a.m. Dowell chal-
lenges his congregation to new heights,
and he plans to lead the way "if I have
to come out of my skin to do it."
The "Queen City of the Ozarks"
knows the impact of his ministry. Com-
ments from his fellow citizens include:
"Dr. Dowell is the moral conscience of
the people. Elderly people depend on
him. Whatever he decides about an
issue is good enough."
"He isn't afraid to get involved."
"He is synonymous with stabil ity.
He has convictions, makes decisions,
and sticks by them."
"His ideas and convictions have
found strong opposition, but he speaks
out and takes a stand for what he be-
Iieves to be right." He says, "You can-
not be too aggressive when you are
pull ing people out of the fire."
His wife, Nola, related, "Bil l is
everybody's friend. He allows no crit i-
cism of others. He is always wil l ing to
give a man another chance. He wil l
help a man until the last possibility has
been exhausted."
Attorney Dee Wampler said: "He is
a man of action. He gets things done.
Once, when I was prosecuting an ob-
scenity case, Dr. Dowell asked, 'Can I
help?'The next morning 750 people ap-
peared at the courthouse! He wants
iustice done."
Judge Ken Cantrell said warmly, "I
was saved under Dr. Dowell's ministry.
He has kept Springfield's moral stan-
dards high-almost single-handedly.
Without him there would be more li-
quor, gambling, and pornography. He
attacked the citv, and it is unreal to see
a man have this much courage-courage
that comes from a Power higher than his
own. When people needed help, he gave
the Bible's answers, not his ideas. People
knew he would not break confidence."
Likewise, Judge Douglas Greene
said, "I consulted with him about young
people in trouble. He was deeply con-
cerned with their rehabilitation. He has
been outspoken against child abuse and
pornography. As his attorney, I know
him well. He stands for right."
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A restaurant manager offered, "He
initiated many things in my life-like
ethical and moral issues in my business.
He gave me the courage to say I didn't
wantto serve beer in my establishment."
Fellow educators felt the impact of
this giant in the community. One said,
"Because of the persuasiveness of his
discourse, he has made a significant
place in Springfield for the Baptist
Bible Fellowship and the growth and
development of BBC."
Academic dean at BBC and close
associate Kenneth E. Gillming said,
"Dr. Dowell is well described as the
'moral conscience of the community.'
Ht challenges his
congregation to new
heighrc, and he plans
to lead the way "if I ltave
to come out of my skin
to do it,"
There is no middle ground with people's
opinion of him. They energetically up-
hold him or emotionally disagree with
him; all respect him. . . . Over the years
as crises have come up in Springfield,
the media and townspeople were always
interested in what Dr. Dowell thought.
He truly was 'The conscience of our
town . ' "
The Pastor of High Street Baptist
Church, David A. Cavin, recalled, "He is
the common man's man, down-to-earth.
He established what he did with a life
that followed his own teaching."
Finally I spoke with Bill Dowell
himself. He returned my call and
answered my questions at 1l:15 p.m. His
agenda was full. The day was long. Most
of them are. I asked him, "Have you
rested at all?" He chuckled and said,
"Not much." Obviously weary, but
gracious, he gave sound, positive
answers. "My strong scriptural stand
against sin, for righteousness, and
strong Bible preaching has been my
ministry to Springfield. The main goal
in my life's ministry has been to glorify
Christ and to build churches and Chris-
tians. The highlights were to build a
church from 375 Io 2,700 in attendance,
to have great soulwinning services, and
to lead thousands of young preachers
and others."
Someone ablv said. "No man holds
a good opinion oi a man who has a low
opinion of himself." Dowell's response,
when I asked him if he would do any-
thing differently was, "Not really."
About the future? He exnects to
build Baptist Temple to an atiendance
of 2,000 and "wield a local and national
voice as much as possible through the
media to try to reshape the nation and
get good men elected to office." On a
Sunday morning he had admonished his
congregation to vote in the coming elec-
tion. "No one would urge you more than
I to vote your own convictions. That is
a privilege we enjoy in the U.S.A. I
would be the last one to denv vou that
privilege."
In that message he declared, "I had
to preach. I had no choice. The power
of God came upon me and like the apos-
tle Paul, 'Woe unto me if I preach not
the gospel.' " His life's verses are Joshua
1:8-9.
Perhaps the greatest tribute that can
be paid to a family and community-
oriented man like William Edgar Dowell
is one paid by his oldest son and fellow
minister. Upon his father's retirement as
president of Baptist Bible College in
May 1983, the Baptist Bible Tribune
quoted Bill Dowell, Jr: "I thank God for
a father who carries greatness with a
humble soirit-a man who has main-
tained the qualities that made him great:
honesty, integrity, compassion, convic-
tion, courage, humility, and good judg-
ment. He has been affectionately called
a big teddy bear because he is so gentle
and loveable. But he is bold as a lion
when fighting for the things he believes.
Perhaps he stands as the most loved and
respected man in the Baptist Bible
Fellowship because of his great char-
acter and integrity. He is, in summary,
the greatest man I've ever known."
The overwhelming consensus of pri-
vate citizens, religious and educational
leaders, and public officials was that
W. E. "Bill" Dowell sought in his
ministry to better Springfield's moral
climate and form her moral conscience.
Fundamentalists, the Baptist Bible
Fellowship, and the city of Springfield
can be proud to have witnessed and
benefited from the ministry of this giant
for God.
I Joan Rohr and her husband, Larry,
have been missionaries to Brazil for i4
years and are associated with Baptist
Bible Fellowship. Joan is also a soloist
and speaker at many women's meetings
and missions conferences.
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A restaurant manager offered, "He
initiated many things in my life-like
ethical and moral issues in my bushess.
He gave me the courage to say I didn't
wantto serve beer in my establishment."
Fellow educators felt the impact of
this giant in the community. One said,
"Because of the persuasiveness of his
discourse, he has made a significant
place in Springfield for the Baptist
Bible Fellowship and the growth and
development of BBC."
Academic dean at BBC and close
associate Kenneth E. Gillming said,
"Dr. Dowell is well described as the
'moral conscience of the community.'
t t
I1,e challenges his
congregation to new
heigltts, and lte plans
to lead the way "if I have
to come out of mv skin
to do it,"
There is no middle ground with people's
opinion of him. They energetically up-
hold him or emotionally disagree with
him; all respect him. . . . Over the years
as crises have come up in Springfield,
the media and townspeople were always
interested in what Dr. Dowell thought.
He truly was 'The conscience of our
town. ' "
The Pastor of High Street Baptist
Church, David A. Cavin, recalled, "He is
the common man's man, down-to-earth.
He established what he did with a life
that followed his own teaching."
Finally I spoke with Bill Dowell
himself. He returned my call and
answered my questions at 11:15 p.m. His
agenda was fulL The day was long. Most
of them are. I asked him, "Have you
rested at all?" He chuckled and said,
"Not much." Obviously weary, but
gracious, he gave sound, positive
answers. "My strong scriptural stand
against sin, for righteousness, and
strong Bible preaching has been my
ministry to Springfield. The main goal
in my life's ministry has been to glorify
Christ and to build churches and Chris-
tians. The highlights were to build a
church from 375 ro 2,700 in attendance,
to have great soulwinning services, and
to lead thousands of young preachers
and others."
Someone ablv said. "No man holds
a good opinion oi a man who has a low
opinion of himself." Dowell's response,
when I asked him if he would do any-
thing differently was, "Not really."
About the future? He exoects to
build Baptist Temple to an attendance
of 2,000 and "wield a local and national
voice as much as possible through the
media to try to reshape the nation and
get good men elected to office." On a
Smday morning he had admonished his
congregation to vote in the coming elec-
tion. "No one would urge you more than
I to vote your own convictions. That is
a privilege we enjoy in the U.S.A. I
would be the last one to deny you that
privilege."
In that message he declared, "I had
to preach. I had no choice. The power
of God came upon me and like the apos-
tle Paul, 'Woe unto me if I preach not
the gospel.' " His life's verses are Joshua
1:8-9.
Perhaps the greatest tribute that can
be paid to a family and community-
oriented man like William Edgar Dowell
is one paid by his oldest son and fellow
minister. Upon his father's retirement as
president of Baptist Bible College in
May 1983, the Baptist Bible Tribune
quoted Bill Dowell, Jr: "I thank God for
a father who carries greatness with a
humble spirit-a man who has main-
tained the qualities that made him great:
honesty, integrity, compassion, convic-
tion, courage, humility, and good judg-
ment. He has been affectionately called
a big teddy bear because he is so gentle
and loveable. But he is bold as a lion
when fighting for the things he believes.
Perhaps he stands as the most loved and
respected man in the Baptist Bible
Fellowship because of his great char-
acter and integrity. He is, in summary,
the greatest man I've ever known."
The overwhelming consensus of pri-
vate citizens, religious and educational
Ieaders, and public officials was that
W. E. "Bill" Dowell sought in his
ministry to better Springfield's moral
climate and form her moral conscience.
Fundamentalists, the Baptist Bible
Fellowship, and the city of Springfield
can be proud to have witnessed and
benefited from the ministry of this giant
for God.
I Joan Rohr and her husband, Larry,
have been missionaries toBrazilfor 24
years and are associated with Baptist
Bible Fellowship. Joan is also a soloist
and speaker at many women's meetings
and missions conferences.
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Talk Shows
Are an
0utreach
Why does Jerry Falwell
participate in so many tele-
vision talk shows? In the last
few years, Dr. Falwell has
been featured on"Good Morn-
ing America," "20120," The
Today Show," "Sandy Free-
man Reports," "Nightline,"
"CBS Morning News," "Merv
Griffin," and a host of others.
He has made 15 appearances
on "Donahuei' debated topics
from abortion to Central
America, and faced such
noted opponents as Senator
Ted Kennedy, and Judv Gold-
smith of the NationalOrgani-
zation for Women.
Duane Ward, public rela-
tions director for Dr. Falwell,
says that talk shows are "the
perfect opportunity for him
to present his opinion on im-
portant issues. For vears
Liberal church leaders-were
called upon*with no oppos-
ing view presented. Now
many times Conservatives
are the first to be called
upon."
Dr. Falwell is often quoted
briefly on the evening news,
or in print, and his state-
ments may appear radical or
illogical. Talk shows allow
him to clarify his position
and better explain his be-
liefs. "The fact is," says
Ward "on a talk show or tele-
vision interview, you can
present your position and
message on the network's or
publication's nickel. They
have the forums and since
our opposition is there, it is
good that we are there too."
Whenever he speaks, Jerry
Falwell presents the gospei.
Some formats allow for more
elaboration than others, but
Dr. Falwell never fails to ex-
press what he feels is most
important-salvation.
Legislators and public
policymakers in Washington
often depend on television
talk shows to "sound out"
the attitude of the nation,
and Dr. Falwell has been ef-
fective in reaching many of
those who makJ national
decisions.
MINISTRY UPDATE
Ward says letters like the
following make the extra
hassle and hard work worth
it all.
Dear Dr. Falwell:
I thank God that I
tuned in to "20120" the
night that you briefly
spoke on the subject of
abortion. I had just given
birth to my third baby
and have been antiabor-
tion for years. I had
reached a point of chaos
(what a mess my life had
become!), but as you
spoke with your strong
and confident voice, I
suddenly felt something
I can't really describe. I
looked up your "Old-
,sI
Time Gospel Hour" in
the TV Guide and on the
first Sunday that I heard
you speak I rededicated
my life to Christ. Within
three weeks, my hus-
band also turned his life
over to Christ. What a
change in our little fam-
ily! I feel stronger than
ever in Christ, and I obvi-
ously couldn't be happier
that my wonderful hus-
band now feels the same
as I do.
We think that you
are really special and
pray that others will
find Jesus' love listening
to you as we did.
Love in Christ,
Mrs. Sheryl Steiner
&AP{5rOlulcll
Looking Back...1956
Thomas Road Baptist
Church will celebrate 30
years of ministry on June 22,
1986. In a continuing series,
this column will featire hieh-
lights of how God has blesid
this work in the past 30 years.
On June 17, 1956, a 22-
yearold Jerry Falwell met
with his new 35-member con-
gregation at the Mountain
View Elementary School. The
second Sunday, the group
met in an abandoned buildine
that once housed the Donalf
Duck Bottling Company.
Children in the communiiy
called the church the "Donali
Duck Baptist Church."
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Summer Outreach
Ministries Reap
a Bountiful Harvest
Several groups of young
people from the Thomas
Road Baptist Church Min-
istries were actively involved
in special missions projects
this summer. The Liberty
University Orient '85 cam-
paign consisted of 60 univer-
sity students and staff who
preached and sang to 1(X,000
people in Korea, Hong Kong,
and the Philippines. God
blessed their efforts with
more than 11,000 decisions
for Christ.
The Liberty University
Chamber Choir  toured
England and Northern
Ireland for four weeks, per-
forming in churches in many
cities. The group of 29 stu-
dents, mostly voice majors,
encouraged believers and
personally explained the
Christ of their songs to
numerous people.
A tour of New Mexico
proved to be an interesting
and fruitful time for the
Young Believers, a high
school outreach group of
five teams from the TRBC
youth department. They saw
an entirely different culture
as they ministered through
an interpreter to the Navaho
Indians. As a result of their
tour, 38 persons were led to
Christ.
TRBC irurer-city missions
teams continued their work
of serving with pastors in
many o[ America's major
c i t ies .  Th is  summer  27
young people worked in
Philadelphia nd New York,
reaping about 200 souls.
And 16 young people are
ministering in Sudan, pro-
viding relief to drought vic-
t ims in  Derudeb.  Th is
outreach to the starvins will
continue as the first teim is
replaced by a second team in
early December.
Liberty
Mountafui
Continues
to Grow
His tory  does  repeat
itself. The growth of Liberty
University is proving the
truth of that statement. Each
of the school's building pro-
grams has scarcely been ade-
quate for the increased en-
rollment realized by the time
construction was completed.
This fall is no exception. The
addition of four niw dormi-
tories, an expanded cafeteria,
an enormous learning cen-
ter, new classrooms, a larger
library, more athletic fields,
and a triple-size bookstore
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will be barely enough facilities
for the record-breaking enroll-
ment.
The completion of such
mammoth construction has
been the result of a hard-
working construction crew,
and the administrative prep-
arations were accomplished
by an unusually deiicated
staff and faculty. Thousands
of new files have been made.
and as many phone calls
placed to new students to
assist hem in preregistration,
so their first day at Liberty
would go smoothly.
In addition to the growth
of the on-campus student
body, the Liberty University
School of Lifetong Learning
has been instituted and
offered to home students
nationwide through video-
tapes. Studios have been con-
structed and made operable
for producing these tapes.
Every office on the mountain
has been affected bv the
magnitude of preparation.
A great part of the expan-
sion of facilities on Liberty
Mountain has been the com-
pletion of the Arthur S.
De Moss Learnine Center. A
formal dedication of this
125,000-square-foot building
was held on September 8.
Mrs. Nancy De Moss was
present for the special cele-
bration and ribbon-cuttinp
ceremony. The building wili
eventually have two more
stories, making it a 375,000-
square-foot complex. The com-
pletion of the first floor alone
doubles the existine academic
space, housing i +o,oOo-
square-foot library, six large
auditoriums, a journalism lab,
and numerous classrooms
and faculty offices.
15,000 Club
Changes
Name
In conjunction with the
change of Liberty Baptist
College to Liberty University,
the 15,000 Club has changed
its name to the Liberty
University Club. Just as the
University has not changed
its purpose of training young
champions for Christ, the
club has not changed its pro-
vision of a partial scholar-
ship for students.
A gift of $200 helps under-
write the tuition fora Liberty
University student, keeping
the cost to the student more
reasonable. An unparalleled
growth in the University this
fall makes this club even
more significant. For more
information call toll free
l-800-446-5000.
CATENDAR
October
4-5-Senior Sain ts Weeken d
10-Dr. Falwell speaks at
ACSI, Knoxville,
Tennessee
17-19-Scaremare
17-20-College for a
Weekend: Home-
coming, Parents'
Weekend, Miss
Liberty Pageant
21-23-Jerry Falwell
Pastors' Conference
24-Dr. Falwell speaks at
Independent Baptist
Fel I owship In terna tional,
Drew Park Baptist
Temple, Tampa, Florida
24-26-Scaremare
31-Nov. 2-Scaremare
November
2-Final Libertv home
fcntball game
4-Sandi Patti concert.
Liberty Mountain
7-Dr. Falwell speaks at
homecoming service of
Moody Church, Chicago,
Illinois
continued from page 37
glass of milk and told of his motivation
for playing. "I began playing when I
was 13," he said with his Southern
accent. "Power was the motive. I in-
vested more than $500 in it. I was a
fanatic." In Carson's high school of 300
students, all the male students and less
thana handful of femalestudents played.
"I was supposed to be for lawful
good," Carson said. "That's where a
character does everything good to fur-
ther the ends of law and order, but the
more power I got, the more I wanted
D&D hasbeen
praised by some
for encouraging creative
thinking and condemned
by others for contributing
to epidemic suicide rates
among youth.
people to worship me in my kingdom.
They had to pay tribute to me. My
Dower turned to evil."
Carson led his school in D&D ex-
perience, making him the most powerful
Dungeon Master. He put a "yoke" on
all the other players to prevent them
from attaining his level. He insisted
students address him as "Aragon"
inside and outside of class.
"The game affected me and it
affected them," he said. "Some guys
would get depressed if their character
was dead and I wouldn't resurrect
them. Clerics have the gift of healing,"
he explained.
"I never fought before I started
playing the game, then I fought a lot,"
he said. "It was related to the game.
People respected me just because I was
a Dungeon Master."
Carson said D&D dominated the
recreational pursuits of the male stu-
dent body. Sports did not matter. He
was consumed in "copying" his char-
acter, recording his accomplishments.
Among Aragon's feats was knocking
out his own teeth and replacing them
with the enchanted teeth of a dead
high-powered cleric.
When he returned to the United
States, however, Carson lost interest in
the game. He is not sure why. Within
a few months, he heard the gospel of
a loving Saviour at South Mountain
Bible Church and he made a profession
of faith.
"It affected me after I was saved,"
he recalled, sitting forward in his
chair. "I had opportunities to play
when I came back from Germany, but
I didn't. After I was saved, I would
have bad dreams. I would be offended
at Christ's name in my dreams. So I got
rid of my books-threw them out."
Carson said two men at the church
had to counsel him before he could feel
confident he game had lost its grip on
him. He has this challenge for avid
players who say the game is all positive:
"Put it down for two weeks. Don't look
at it. Don't touch it. Don't think about
it. It will eat you apart. I believe it
possesses an evil, demonic quality,"
Jerry Johnston, 25, shares Carson's
concern. He lectures around the country
on preventing teenage suicides. He
recently warned high school students
in Pennsylvania of D&D. "What is
bizarre to me tonight is that a number
of department stores are now carrying
cult-oriented games for children," he
boomed to a packed house. "And one
of the most popular is a game known
as D&D.
"It is a progressive-level game, and
in its progressive levels, there is no
doubt, it dabbles with demonic spirits
and promotes the influence of the
occult. Many young people have com-
mitted suicide while playing the game."
Sturm is quick to disagree with
that evaluation, saying D&D has become
the scapegoat for a suicide rate of
5,000 young people a year. "I challenge
anyone to produce scientifically con-
clusive evidence to show it is harmful
and there's a link between it and
suicides," he said.
He said the game actually promotes
the age-old struggle of good against
evil. Religious references to ancient
and mythological systems occur seldom
and serve to reinforce the good-evil
dichotomy. He said critics who say it is
too violent or that it does not harmonize
with the fruit of the spirit must criticize
television and newspapers for their
share of attention to life's worst.
He said Carson cannot be the model
of a typical player. "If a player is
taking too much time with the game
and his srades are slackins off. . . then
it is the responsibility of parents . . . to
have him put it aside until he gets his
stuff in order."
He contends the game is here to
stay regardless what opponents say.
"It's the fad that didn't fade away."
Meanwhile, groups have organized
to oppose the game and petition the
Federal Trade Commission and the
consumer Protection Agency to require
TSR Hobbies to put warnings on D&D.
National Coalition on Television Vio-
lence has linked the game to 29 suicides
and murders since 1979, according
to a report from Christianity Today
(May 17, 1985).
,,Ti,
got, the more I wanted
people to worship me
in my kingdom, They
had to pay tribute to me.
My power turned
to evil."
Another group, called Bothered
about D&D, also finds the game harm-
ful. Founder Patricia Pulline of Rich-
mond, Virginia, says her son c-ommitted
suicide after overindulging in D&D.
To combat D&D's hold on young
people while promoting a substitute,
Dick Wulf of the Colorado-based
Adventure Learning Systems has
created DragonRaid. "Parents are
really scared," Wulf said of the D&D
spell.
Inspired by the allegory in C. S.
Lewis's Chronicles ol Narnia and John
Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, Dragon-
Raid places the character in an adven-
ture that requires spiritual strength,
knowledge, courage, and a dependence
on others to win.
For Carson, any fantasy role-
playing game is not his idea of recre-
ation. "Right now I just like being with
the youth group at church," he qaid.
lMichael R. Smith is a free-lance
writer and news reporter in Fayetteville,
Pennsylvania.
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Victory for Reli$ous Schools
Had Dayton Christian Schools lost
its court decision against he Ohio Civil
Rights Commission, religious schools in
that state would no longer be allowed
to inquire about their teachers' religious
beliefs.
"We were told that we could not ask
on an application a person's religious
oreference. We could not make that a
iondition for hiring. It was an awful
thing," said school superintendent
Claude "Bud" Schindler. "If we can't
hire philosophically then our whole
basis for existence has been destroyed."
But the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
6th District upheld the right of religious
schools to hire-or fire-teachers based
on their adherence to the religious prin-
ciples set forth by the school's govern-
ing body.
"We were thrilled it turned out the
wav it did." Schindler said. "Our schools
need to function on biblical principles.
And the court decision gives us the right
to work with our people according to
the dictates of Scripture-not the dic-
tates of the state."
The controversy arose in 1979 when
Linda Hoskinson, a teacher at Dayton
Christian Schools, informed principal
James Rakestraw that she was pregnant.
After conferring with Schindler,
Rakestraw sent Linda Hoskinson a let-
ter: Her contract would not be renewed
the following school year because the
school's religious philosophy is that
"mothers should be at home with their
small children."
Said Schindler, "We think Scripture
teaches that God's preference is for
the mother to be at home to rule the
home. . . . I really believe that a problem
with our young people today is that
they're not getting the parenting God
intended them to get. Instead, they're
being brought up by substitute parents.
And there's no way a substitute parent
is going to meet the needs of the child
Iike the mom and dad God gave them."
Linda Hoskinson responded to the
letter by getting an attorney. The school
responded to the attorney by firing
Linda.
Explained Schindler, "The thing that
was really a violation of Scripture here
was the fact that this teacher ignored
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I Corinthians 6. She did not try to get
the problem resolved in the body of
Christ. (In her employment application,
Linda wrote, 'Obedience to those in
authority over you is clearly stated in
"If we can't hire
philosophically then our
whole basis for ertstunce
has been destroyed."
the Bible. I believe in God's chain of
command.') But she never appealed to
me after the principal sent the letter,"
Schindler said. "Instead she went right
outside and sought legal counsel, and I
got a letter from the attorney threaten-
ing us with legal action if we did not
change our position. We tried to rec-
oncile it with her. We had a meet-
ing with her. But she was obviously
coached not to talk with us, so we were
not successful."
After her firing, Linda Hoskinson
took her grievance to the Ohio Civil
Rights Commission, which immediately
investigated the sexual discrimination
complaint. After a preliminary examina-
tion, the OCRC charged the school with
sexual discrimination and promptly set
up a full administrative inventory of
records and activities.
In an exhaustive request, the OCRC
demanded to see "employment ap-
plications, employee handbooks and
rules and regulations; written policies
on disciplinary actions, employee
pregnancies, employee evaluations,
per formance standards,  contract
renewal and grievance procedures; job
descriptions, detailed information
regarding all employees who were
discharged and suspended, minutes of
specific board meetings, and complete
fi les on 14 employees,"
Furthermore, the OCRC demanded
Linda Hoskinson be reinstated, with
back pay, and with a public apology.
The school was also told it could no
longer make inquiries about "its
employees' religion and that it not seek
information about its employees'
religion."
Dayton Christian Schools felt all
this not only threatened their right to
exist, but was also a flagrant violation
of their First Amendment protections.
The 22-yearold school answered by su-
ing the OCRC in federal court and by
hiring the nation's most reputed and
sought-after religious liberty attorney,
Will iam Bentley Ball of Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania.
The hearing lasted one day. The
decision took three years. When it was
rendered, Federal Judge Walter Rice
ru led  aga ins t  Day ton  Chr i s t i an
Schools. He ruled that to allow the
school to practice sex discrimination
would be to set a bad example for the
chi ldren.
But the appellate court disagreed.
In what attorney Ball described as an
"exceptionally scholarly" opinion, the
three-judge panel ruled that the OCRC
had violated the school's free exercise
of religion.
Writing for the majority, Judge
Leroy Contie, Jr., said the OCRC ac-
tions were "burdensome," "expen-
sive," and "time-consuming."
"Further," he wrote, "the congrega-
tions and parents are faced essentially
with either supporting a school staffed
bv facultv who flout basic tenets of
their religion or abandoning their sup-
port of Christian education altogether."
The Dayton case is the nation's first
federal court decision allowing re-
ligious schools to adhere to a doctrine
that treats the sexes differently.
Attorney Ball applauded the ruling,
saying the court made an unusual deci-
sion in face of a series "of federal court
decisions which have considered any
form of 'discrimination' to automati-
cally outweigh claims of religious civil
r ights. "
The Dayton victory was particularly
rewarding to attorney Ball who lost the
Bob Jones University lawsuit two years
ago. In that case the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that Bob Jones University must
forfeit its tax-exempt status as long as
it maintained a discriminatory policy by
,,L
forbidding interracial dating and
marriage.
The Ohio Civil Rights Commission
attempted to use the Bob Jones Univer-
sity case against Dayton Christian
Schools by arguing the Supreme Court
has already given states the power to
end discrimination, even in religious
schools.
But the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals
rejected the argument, saying the
Supreme Court did not rule that Bob
Jones could not practice racial dis-
crimination, only that such discrimina-
tion would not be afforded a public
benefit-tax exemption.
The Dayton case was more coercive,
the court ruled, because more than be-
ing denied a public benefit, the Christian
school was being denied its right to
practice its religious beliefs.
Said Schindler, "We either had to
close our doors, and go to another state
where we could practice our religious
beliefs, or we would have to bend or
compromise our teaching and our hir-
ing and firing practices. So we had no
choice."
Unless Ohio agrees to appeal its case
to the U.S. Supreme Court, the Dayton
case is over. But similar cases are in
abundance throughout the country.
Attorney Ball, for instance, is defend-
ing a church-run school in California
that grants hospital coverage only to
male heads of households. The Equal
Opportunity Employment Commission
told the Assemblies of God school that
such discrimination violated the law.
And a lower federal court has already
ruled in the EEOC's favor.
Schindler suggested that for reli-
gious schools to remain protected
"everything they do should be biblically
based."
"I think the key to our decision is
that the court recognized that as an in-
stitution we are attempting to support
everything we do fromi bi6lical biiis,"
he said. "Even the way we hire people.
"We feel the three justices really
grasped a picture of what we're attempt-
ing to do here, and they saw that we
were totally religious in every aspect of
our work. I pray that other Christian
schools would catch that vision and stop
trying to copy the public schools.
Rather, they should become uniquely
different based upon what God says in
His Word.
"That's the exciting thing; that's the
positive thing that came out of this
case."
I Martin Mawyer
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Coalltlon for School
The Coalition for School Prayer has
kicked off its campaign to return vol-
untary prayer to the public schools.
Sparked by the recent Supreme
Court ruling striking down silent
prayer in Alabama, the coalition will
lobby Congress for a constitutional
amendment permitting voluntary
school prayer.
The coalition has a new twist to lob-
byingcongressmen for aprayer amend-
ment. Rather than trying to convince
legislators that prayer will have a
positive influence on the schools, the
coalition will present prayer as a
child's civil right.
In its lobbying effort, the coalition
has assembled etailed case histories
of classroom discrimination against
students expressing religious beliefs.
Jones believes that once legislators
hear the "horror" stories of students
being disciplined for exercising their
religious freedoms, a constitutional
amendment will pass Congress.
The coalition of over 30 groups has
thrown its support behind a prayer
amendment sponsored by Represen-
tative Tom Kindness of Ohio. Members
of the coalition include the American
Legion, Freedom Council, Christian
Voice, and Focus on the Family.
Forfiit publtc Teachers 
'ff'*{'*if 
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The U.S. Supreme Court said states
may not send public school teachers
into the classrooms of parochial
schools. Such programs forge an un-
constitutional "symbolic union of
government and religion," the Court
said in two 54 decisions.
The Court's decision struck down
the practices of two city governments-
one in New York City and the other in
Grand Rapids, Michigan-allowing
public school teachers to teach remedial
and enrichment courses in parochial
schools.
Writing for the majority, Justice
William Brennan, Jr., said that such a
practice would require the state to
supervise the classrooms to ensure the
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teachers did not engage in religious
discussion. Justice Brennan claimed
further that such a union between state
and church "threatens to convey a
message of state support of religion to
students and to the general public."
Finally, the court said the "programs
in effect subsidize the religious func-
tions of the parochial schools by taking
over a substantial portion" of their
secular subjects.
Justice Sandra Day O'Connor criti-
cized the Court's opinion, saying the rul-
ing will deprive impoverished children
"of a program that offers a meaningful
chance at success in life, and does so on
the untenable theory that public school
teachers are likely to start teaching
religion merely because they have
walked across the threshold of a
parochial school."
Chief Justice Warren Burger said the
Court's decision "exhibits nothing less
than hostility toward religion and the
children who attend church-sponsored
schools."
Home Schooler's Convlction *
On July 19 the Minnesota Supreme
Court reversed the criminal conviction
of Jeanne Newstrom, found guilty of
violating the state's compulsory atten-
dance law because she taught her
children at home.
The court's opinion analyzed several
constitutional arguments in a brief filed
by the Rutherford Institute, a non-profit
legal organization that specializes in
religious freedoms and parental rights.
The court said, "lcgislation that'un-
reasonably interferes with the liberty of
parents and guardians to direct the up-
bringing and education of children
under their control' has long been
recognized as beyond the power of the
state."
Several pages of the opinion centered
on specific arguments presented in the
Rutherford lnstitute's friendof-thecourt
brief. The brief stressed, in part, that
parents' interest in directing their
children's education is of a constitu-
tional magnitude equal to the parental
interest in the religious upbringing of
their children-an interest already
recognized by the U.S. Supreme Court.
Sword Error to Be Corrected
The September 5 issue of the Sword
of the Lord stated that Liberty Baptist
Fellowship had requested inclusion in
the annual directory of the National
Council of Churches. Editor Curtis
Hutson further implied that the fellow-
ship had "joined hands" with the NCC
and had sought their endorsement.
Although LBF is listed in the
Yearbook of American and Canadian
Churches, it has not requested listing
in the NCC Directory. The NCC has
provided a letter supporting this fact.
This listing is a preference of the Armed
Forces Chaplains Board since it uses
the Yearbook as a statistical reference
book of religious organizations and as
resource material in granting chaplain
quotas to religious bodies. The LBF is
approved by the Department of Defense
as an endorsing agency for U.S. mili-
tary chaplains.
The Yearbooft also lists the Asso-
ciated Gospel Churches, with which
Bob Jones University is closely aligned
and through which many of their grad-
uates have been endorsed for the chap-
laincy. The General Association of
Regular Baptist Churches, the Freewill
Baptist Churches, and numerous other
Conservative, Fundamentalist groups
are also listed in theYearbooft, as well
as accredited Bible colleges and theo-
logical seminaries. These schools are
approved either regionally or through
the American Theological Society.
In a September 7 telephone call,
Hutson acknowledged that he printed
the article without checking the sources.
Hutson agreed to print an apology upon
receipt of a letter of explanation from
the LBF and the letter from the NCC
stating that inclusion n the Yearbook vr
no way implies approval, endorsement,
membership, or any other relationship
with the NCC.
"I am disappointed that Dr. Hutson
did not call us to check the facts," said
Dr. Falwell. "Unprofessional reporting
of this sort, even if it is followed by an
apology, has the potential to do much
damage.
"The Swordused to be a highquality
newspaper. I trust that one day it will
return to those standards set by its
founding publisher, John R. Rice."I
i : i .
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AFTER ALL
A Theology of the Poor
by Truman Dollar
n July a group of international
"Rock Stars" organized a world-
wide concert called "Live Aid"
which was viewed by over a billion
people and raised over $80 million for
the poor in Africa.
A group of American music stars
recently made a record entitled, "We
Are the World." The money from the
sales is being donated to the starving
famine victims trapped in Ethiopia and
the Sudan. Other music groups of dif-
ferent nationalities and classifications
have picked up on the idea.
The whole affair raises the ques-
tion, "What is the church's responsi-
bil i ty?" As we maintain our primary
emphasis on evangelization of the
world, do we also have a mandate to
help feed people in the midst of these
catastrophes ? Or should our giving to
the poor be restricted to those in our
own cities or even to members of our
own congregations?
Major religious organizations do
give significantly to the poor. The
Southern Baptist Convention gave in ex-
cess of $8 mill ion in relief to Ethiopia
alone in 1984. In fact, the Yearbook
of American and Canadian Churches
indicates that the Southern Baptist
Convention gave 15.6 percent of all
contributions to benevolence in 1982.
The same source shows that the Lu-
theran Church Missouri Synod gave
13,9 percent to benevolence in the
same year.
By contrast, the benevolence pro-
grams that exist in the major Funda-
mentalist churches in America are, by
the admission of pastors, only token
programs. Pastors are not satisfied
with what they are doing.
Fundamentalists are not obeying
scriptural teaching regarding respon-
sibility to the poor. The truth is, we
teach no systematic theology of the
poor. We need to observe the guide-
lines of the Scripture. The major em-
phasis on giving in the Bible revolves
around giving to the poor. Every third
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year, the Jews gave a tithe to be ad-
ministered to the poor in their local
communities. There is only one abso-
lute promise in the Bible that God will
return whatever you give. That promise
involves the poor. "He that hath pity
upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord;
and that which he hath given will he
pay him again" (Prov. l9:17).
New Testament giving involved only
two things: the support of missionary
activity and giving to the poor. Neither
can be ignored. The early Jerusalem
church showed great responsibility for
the poor. The gifts in Acts 4 were to
ensure that poor believers had support.
The first deacons were elected to over-
see the distribution of food for the
needy Grecian widows.
Paul spent most of his last mission-
ary journey collecting funds and de-
livering them to the needy saints in
Jerusalem. One of the most compre-
hensive passages on giving in the New
Testament, 2 Corinthians 8-9, deals
with a benevolence offering,
When Paul went up to Jerusalem to
report on his ministry with the apostles,
they gave him only one piece of advice:
"We should remember the poor" (Gal.
2:10). Paul remarked that he was al-
ready doing that.
We must never replace our emphasis
on giving to missionaries with an em-
phasis on giving to the poor. But, we
must recognize the clear command and
example of Scripture.
Believers are the priority. "As we
have therefore opportunity, let us do
good unto all men, especially unto
them who are of the household of
faith" (Gal. 6:10). Since we do not have
an infinite supply of money, priority
decisions must be made. Widows in the
church are to be given special treat-
ment as they meet the biblical require-
ments (1 Tim. 5:9). Our help of those
who are without food and clothing is
evidence of the genuineness of our faith(James 2:15-17).
Principles of giving to remember:
1. World evangelization is our first
priority.
2. Care of the needy in the body of
Christ precedes our concern for the
hungry of the world.
3. Special care for the helpless and
forgotten in the church is required-
widows and orphans.
4. Concern for all the ooor is a
pr ior i ty lor bel ievers
5. Our lifestyle should reflect these
concerns. God owns all our nossessions.
We are responsible for how we use all
our money.
For some reason Fundamentalists
developed a feeling that giving to the
poor was evidence of a drift toward
Liberalism or neo-Evangelicalism. The
truth is, concern for the truly needy is
a drift toward real Christianity. "Pure
religion and undefiled before God and
the Father is this, To visit the father-
Iess and widows in their affliction. and
to keep himself unspotted from the
world" (James 1:27).
I Truman Dollar, pastor of Temple
Baptist Church, Detroit, Michigan, is a
published author noted for his thought-
provoking and unpredictable insights
on current events. He shares his views
in this column each month.
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